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By Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B.
Bishop of London

On June 28, 1885, amid great 
rejoicing the pilgrim Church 
gathered to give thanks to God 
for the completion of a new 
cathedral for our diocese. Bishop 
John Walsh, the second Bishop of 
London, intended to provide his 
growing diocese with a cathedral 
that “would be the enduring 
monument of the faith, and 
hope and charity of the apostolic 
people who planted the mustard 
seed of the Catholic faith in this 
country.”

Bishop Walsh wanted St. Peter’s 
Cathedral to be a monument that 
appropriately expressed the faith 
and the apostolic zeal of those 
pioneers who planted the seed of 
faith in Southwestern Ontario.

The cathedral as a monument 
of faith
Though a building made of 
stone and steel, glass and timber, 
“the majesty of the building 
is a symbol of the spiritual 
temple that is built up in souls 
and is resplendent with the 

glory of divine grace. It is an 
express image of Christ’s visible 
Church, praying, singing, and 
worshipping on earth. It is 
regarded as Christ’s Mystical 
Body, whose members are 
joined together in an organism 
of charity that is sustained by 
the outpouring of God’s gifts 
(Paul VI, Apostolic Constitution 
Mirificus eventus, 7 Dec 1965).

The cathedral is the centre of 
the liturgical life of our diocese. 
Here we gather to celebrate the 
liturgies that require the bishop’s 
distinctive presiding: ordination 
as bishop, priest, and deacon; the 
blessing and consecration of holy 
oils; the election of catechumens 
into the Lenten journey toward 
the Easter Sacraments; and the 
welcoming of neophytes.

The cathedral is the sacred 
space for such liturgies and 
signifies the bishop’s role among 
the faithful. The cathedra, that 
distinctive chair at which the 
bishop presides, is a symbol of his 
episcopal office to teach the faith 
and to guide the people entrusted 

to his care in the way of 
salvation.

The cathedral as a sign 
of apostolic zeal
For Bishop Walsh, the 
beauty of the cathedral 
reflected the apostolic 
zeal of our ancestors who 
made great sacrifices 
to build churches, to 
provide education 
for their 
children 
and to care 
for the sick, 
orphaned, 
and elderly. 
In the past, 
religious 
orders were 
invited into 
the diocese. 
They 
founded 
schools, 
hospitals, 
orphanages, 
nursing 
homes, and 
institutions 
that cared 
for the poor.

In the 
present time, 
this zeal is 
evident in 
the many 
ways that 
our diocese 

bears witness to the Gospel in 
our society. Through the moving 
liturgies that we celebrate in our 
cathedral, Jesus unites us into 
his Mystical Body, “an organism 
of charity that is sustained by 
the outpouring of God’s gifts.” 
We manifest Christ’s presence 
with us by caring for the poor, 
speaking out courageously when 
human rights are threatened 
and working to change unjust 
structures.

The cathedral as the home of 
our parish community 
From its founding, St. Peter’s 
Cathedral has been the home of 
a stable parish. At the Sunday 
Eucharist, we gather to hear the 
word of God proclaimed, to 
intercede together on behalf of 
the world, and to receive Christ’s 
body and blood, which nourish 
us on our journey to eternal life. 
We welcome all who come to us 
and invite new members to be 
part of our parish community. 

In the months ahead, our parish 
will return to the six goals of 
our Diocesan Pastoral Plan and 
establish concrete objectives 
for the next five years. It is 
most fitting that we begin this 
process with our anniversary 
celebrations. Reflecting on the 
incredible accomplishments of 
the past 125 years will inspire and 
encourage us as we revisit our 
Pastoral Plan.

A priority for us will be the first 
goal of the Pastoral Plan, the 

call to conversion and spiritual 
renewal. Over the next couple of 
years, the cathedral will provide 
special opportunities for our 
spiritual renewal, as we seek to 
become God’s temple, a holy 
people. These opportunities will 
help us to grow more deeply 
in our faith, to find that sacred 
space within where God touches 
us with his compassion, where 
God calls us to be a people of 
justice and mercy, honest and 
transparent in our relationships, 
in order that the life of the Trinity 
may shine through us and be 
a beacon of hope to the world 
around us.

On this anniversary of its 
dedication, we thank God for 
our cathedral, this magnificent 
monument of the faith and 
the apostolic zeal of those who 
have worshipped in this sacred 
space over the past 125 years. I 
congratulate the pastoral staff 
and parishioners of St. Peter’s 
Cathedral Basilica for their 
strong faith and service to Christ, 
and I impart my blessing to every 
member of our diocesan Church. 
May our anniversary celebrations 
inspire us to draw closer to 
Christ and give us new energy 
and apostolic zeal in our efforts 
to bring his Gospel to the world.

A Monument of Faith
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Subscriptions
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Bulk (one address): 5-99 copies: $2/year/each; 
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The Catholic School Boards 

serving the Diocese of London 

wish to thank all the parents, 

volunteers, parishes and community leaders 

for supporting Catholic education!

Brant Haldimand Norfolk 
Catholic District School Board 

322 Fairview Drive, PO Box 217 
Brantford, ON N3T 5M8

519-756-6505
www.bhncdsb.ca

Huron-Perth Catholic  
District School Board 

87 Mill Street, PO Box 70 
Dublin, ON N0K 1E0 

519-345-2440
www.huronperthcatholic.ca

London District Catholic  
School Board

5200 Wellington Road South
PO Box 5474

London, ON N6A 4X5 
519-663-2088

www.ldcsb.on.ca 

St. Clair Catholic District  
School Board 

420 Creek Street
Wallaceburg, ON N8A 4C4 

519-627-6762
www.st-clair.net

Windsor-Essex Catholic  
District School Board 

1325 California Avenue
Windsor, ON N9B 3Y6 

519-253-2481
www.wecdsb.on.ca

Excellence in Learning, Living in Christ
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General Contracting, Roofing and Sheet 
Metal, Masonry, Woodworking and Interior 

Restoration 

Roof Tile Management is proud to have 
worked with the Diocese of London on a 

wide range of projects: 

St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, London

St. Justin, London

St. Mary, London

St. Patrick, London

St. Clement, McGregor

Holy Name of Mary, St. Mary’s

St. Joseph, Chatham

St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mount Carmel

St. Anne, Tecumseh

St. Patrick, Kinkora

St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg

and many others

Contact Us:
360 Gibraltar Drive  

Mississauga, ON L5T 2P5
905-672-9992

What is a Cathedral/Basilica?

The term “cathedral” is Greek in origin, referring to the presence of 
the bishop’s cathedra (seat or chair). In the ancient world, the chair 
was the symbol of a teacher and thus of the bishop’s role as teacher, 
and also of an official presiding as a magistrate and thus of the 
bishop’s role in governing a diocese.

The term cathedral was originally the adjective in the phrase “cathe-
dral church,” from the Latin ecclesia cathedralis. The seat marks the 
place set aside in the prominent church of the diocese for the bishop 
and is therefore a major symbol of authority. 

Today, the word “basilica” is an honorary title for a large and impor-
tant church that has been given special ceremonial rites by the Pope. 
St. Peter’s Cathedral was designated a basilica by Pope John XXIII 
in 1962. A Greek term, basilica has references to a king and a “large 
hall.” Basilicas were rectangular in shape, with an apse (a semicircle) 
at the end, where dignitaries presiding over gatherings sat. 

Naiffa describes the structure of a basilica in this way: “The basilica 
was essentially an oblong building, divided inside into three aisles or 
naves by two rows of columns, the central aisle being at least twice 
the width of each of the side aisles and considerably higher.” Great 
churches were built in Rome in the fourth century, including St. 
John Lateran, St. Paul Outside the Walls, and St. Mary Major. These 
beautiful churches were called basilicas not only because they were 
large public halls where large numbers of people would gather, but 
also because they had the same physical structure of a basilica. 
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By Mark Ambrogio

In northern Europe during the 
Middle Ages (from the 12th 
to 16th centuries), cathedrals 
took on a very distinctive style, 
rich in symbolism, a style now 
known as “Gothic.” In the Gothic 
cathedrals of medieval Europe, 
geography is of fundamental 
importance, with the entrance at 
the western end of the building 
and the altar at the eastern 
end. According to Whone, this 
is a revival of “ancient pagan 
traditions,” where places such as 
Stonehenge and the Parthenon 
are oriented towards the sun. 
Similarly, Gothic cathedrals are 
oriented towards the sun: “The 
sun was symbolically seen as 
the Son, that is as Christ the 
Son of God, since it was seen to 
resurrect daily and annually out 
of darkness, as Christ rose from 
the darkness of the tomb into 
eternal life.” While the sun travels 
from east to west, the cathedral 
is a physical journey from west 
to east, towards the rising of the 
sun – starting at the facade at the 
western end of the building, into 
the nave, and pointing towards 
the altar. 

Like the ancient Roman basilicas, 
in a Gothic cathedral, the people 
gather in the nave of the building. 
Also, Gothic cathedrals retained 
aisles on either side of the nave, 
which are (as Whone points out) 
akin to the wings of a bird, from 
the French word aille. Gothic 
cathedrals added two additional 
sections to the cathedral design, 
the naves, which make the 
cathedral a cross (when viewed 
from above). While the assembly 
would gather in the nave, the 
monks and priests would gather 
in the eastern end in what is 
known as the chancel, facing each 
other in choir stalls on either 
side of the altar and leading the 
assembly in song. 

Gothic Revival Architecture
When St. Peter’s was dedicated 
in 1885, it opened as a beautiful 
example of Gothic Revival 
architecture, designed by Joseph 
Connolly, with a tall ceiling, 
transepts, a nave and side aisle, all 
carefully placed together. Since 
then, most of the decoration has 
further reinforced the Gothic 
character of the building, but 
some resembles the style more of 
an ancient Roman basilica. 

Due to the constrictions of 
space, St. Peter’s points north, 
which is not strictly proper for 
a Gothic cathedral, but not too 
unusual. Entering the building, 
one stands in the narthex. All 
of the stained glass windows in 

the narthex are scenes from the 
Old Testament, completed by 
local artist Christopher Wallis 
in 1958. Also, the rose window 
is also of an Old Testament 
scene, showing King David (the 
psalmist) playing a harp in song, 
surrounded by angels playing 
musical instruments. Located 
above the organ, the rose window 
was one of the earliest windows 
installed in the cathedral, in 
1889 from Austria. Although the 
windows in the narthex and the 
rose window were completed 
decades apart, the choice of Old 
Testament scenes was deliberate, 
an implicit understanding 
between the decades. 

As mentioned, Gothic 
architecture is predicated on 
a journey from the west (the 
entrance) to the east (the altar). 
This journey begins in the Old 
Testament, with Old Testament 
windows at the entrance. In the 
nave, one is awe-struck with the 
high ceiling, another important 
feature of Gothic architecture, 
which symbolizes a reaching- up 
towards God. On either side of 
the nave are the side aisles, a 
feature that Gothic architecture 
retained from the ancient Roman 
basilicas. Also, St. Peter’s has 
very large transepts, making the 
cross-layout of the building very 
explicit. At the north end of the 
building, the chancel culminates 
in a semicircular apse, which 
goes back to the ancient Roman 
basilicas. 

Beautiful Paintings
Above the nave and the aisles are 
beautiful paintings, completed 
in 1926, under the direction of 
Bishop Michael Fallon by the 
Italian-American artist Ilario 
Panziorni. These paintings are 
not too different from those 
in the Basilica of St Francis of 
Assisi in Assisi, Italy, built in 
13th century. Gothic architecture 
was predominate in northern 
Europe and Romanesque towards 
the Mediterranean. Located in 
northern Italy, Assisi was at the 
crossroads of these two styles 
and the Basilica of St. Francis 
reflects this. In St. Peter’s, the 
paintings give the building a 
certain warmth and a touch 
of a Mediterranean ambiance, 
without detracting from the 
Gothic structure of the building. 
Indeed, the concentration of 
paintings towards the higher end 
of the building coincides with 
the Gothic emphasis upon high 
ceilings and the paintings help 
direct our attention upwards. 

Continued on next page
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Until 1968, the altar was located 
at the extreme north end of the 
chancel. As part of the liturgical 
reforms following the Second 
Vatican Council, the altar was 
brought closer towards the 
congregation and the bishops 
chair, which was previously part 
of the old choir stalls, was put 
at the end of the chancel, in the 
apse. With the altar brought 
closer to the nave (by position 
it at the crossing) and with the 
bishop’s chair placed in a clear 
position of prominence, St. 
Peter’s revived a pattern found in 
ancient Roman basilicas. 

1925 Changes
Between the close of World War I 
in 1918 and the Great Depression 
of the 1930s, there was a period 
that allowed Bishop Michael 
Fallon to bring the interior of 
the Cathedral to a new level of 
resplendence. Closed for eighteen 
months beginning in 1925, the 
Cathedral was reopened and 
blessed anew on September 
26, 1926, a century from the 
founding of London in 1826. This 
began what was called Catholic 
Centennial Week, which, in 
addition to the Cathedral 
celebration, included the opening 
of the St. Peter’s Seminary, 
Brescia College, St. Joseph’s 
Hospital nurses residence and the 
redecorated St. Mary’s church on 
Lyle Street. 

The most prominent and, indeed, 
the most unique, features of the 
ornamentation of the church’s 
interior was the painted work 
of the Italian-New York firm of 
Ilario Panzironi. This includes the 
tapestry of the floral designs, vine 
motif and symbols on the walls 
and ceiling, the paintings of the 
saints above the arches, the four 
scenes from the life of St. Peter at 
the crossing, and the six angels 
at the back of the sanctuary. 
The Toronto firm of Robert 
McCausland Ltd. executed 
the stained glass windows of 
the nave and two side chapels, 
as well as the windows of the 
clerestory. Bavarian woodcarvers, 
who worked out of the Globe 
Furniture Company of Waterloo, 
did all of the woodwork, using 
English Oak. This included the 
splendid hand-carved Stations of 
the Cross, pews, confessionals, 
communion rail, choir stalls, re-
redos for the high alter, and the 
bishop’s throne. 

A fine three-manual pipe organ, 
comprised of 59 stops and 3,869 
pipes was installed by Casavant 
Frères Ltèe of St. Hyacinthe, 
Quebec. The present-day floor 
and electrical fixtures were 
installed at this time. The cost for 
this work was $150,000. 

Vatican II Changes
In  1967 the Cathedral’s 
sanctuary was redesigned and 
renovated to accommodate the 
changes for the celebration of 
the New Mass Second Vatican 
Council. The old high altar with 
its re-redos and canopy were 
removed, along with the wood 
paneling of the choir stalls which 
separated the sanctuary from 
the two side chapels. A new 
floor of marble was installed 
and extended into the nave. The 
communion rail was removed 
along with several rows of pews. 
A new, free-standing altar was 
situated directly beneath the 
flèche. On the front of the new 
altar is a panel in relief of the Tree 
of Life, symbolizing the spread 
of Christianity. The architect 
for these changes was David I. 
Stevens of London and the firm 
of Thompson, McCance & Pigott 
Limited supplied the designs. 

The bishop’s throne was moved 
from the west side of the 
sanctuary and repositioned 
approximately in the position 
of the old high alter. The four 
evangelists were removed and 
installed at the back of the nave. 
Finally, the pulpit, which was 
located in front of the main 
east pillar of the sanctuary, was 
removed. It was replaced by the 
ambo for the Proclamation of the 
Word found at the west front of 
the sanctuary. A section of the 
pulpit now forms the lectern used 
by the cantors. 

Most of the chancel woodwork 
that was installed under Bishop 
Fallon in 1926 (which was 
reminiscent of the great “quires” 
of the English cathedrals) was 
removed, with a new marble 
floor, more in keeping with the 
simplicity of ancient basilicas. 
It is worth pointing out that 
some of the chancel woodwork 
was retained, particularly in 
the bishop’s chair, and the 
backdrop to it, a tribute to 
its craftsmanship. Indeed, 
this highlights the marriage 
of style, between Gothic and 
Romanesque, medieval and 
ancient Roman. 

Continued from previous page

Protect Our Children

In order to protect children, anyone who knows of any acts of 
sexual abuse or any perpetrator of abuse, whether priest or lay 
person, whether historical abuse or current, is obliged to report 

the abuse to the Children’s Aid Society at 1-888-661-6167 and the 
Ontario Provincial Police at 1-888-310-1122.
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Space Still available! 
Medjugorje & Rome  

with Father Chris Gillespie
Oct 9-18, 2010 

Space Still available! 
The Holy Land with Father Philip Joseph

Oct 29-Nov 7, 2010

2011 pilgrimages include
The Holy Land 

Fatima & Lourdes
World Youth Days

2012 pilgrimages include
Fatima & Lourdes 

Martyrs/Saints and Sinners 
Eucharistic Congress in Ireland

travel Merchant tours
Complete & Courteous Travel Service 
for Pilgrimages & Customized Tours 

For more information, 
please visit our website at 

www.worldwide.on.ca 
Email: george@worldwide.on.ca 

Phone: 1-888-667-8881 
or George Cifa at 519-225-2732 

TICO registration number 50016255

The Restoration Project
By Hilary Neary

Someone once said that Cathedrals are 
really never finished. They are built, 
sometimes over years, decades, centuries 
even. They are added to, altered, restored 
– but never finished.

St. Peter’s Cathedral was “completed” 
in 1885. Its new slate roof had a life of 
more than 100 years. A century of North 
American weather (summer heat, winter 
snow and ice, freezing and thawing) 
wore the slates, rusted the iron nails 
holding them to the roof, rotted some of 
the wooden roof supports and eroded 
mortar between stones. Water had slowly 
seeped into the walls of the Cathedral, 
flaking plaster, distorting paintings, and 
more.

Minor repairs had been carried out 
to the Cathedral over time. Then, a 
little more than ten years ago, a major 
restoration program was planned. W.A. 
Fraser, a Windsor architect, completed a 
condition report on the Cathedral. 
In 2003, after work had started and with 
a new roof nearly one-third complete, 
Fraser had to give up his practice due to 
poor health. Allan Avis from Goderich 
provided an updated budget estimate and 
was hired to complete the restoration.

The work recommended included not 
just a new roof, but also the repair and 
restoration of the flèche, attic, structural 
components, masonry, exterior 
woodwork, and entrances, including 
interior repair, and replacement of 
electrical and mechanical systems. The 
estimated cost of the restoration was $5.2 
million. Because of the importance of 
the Cathedral within the diocese, then-
Bishop John Michael Sherlock agreed 
that the Diocese of London would pay 
half of the estimated cost of restoration. 

A third-party study had concluded that 
a parish fundraising campaign could not 
expect to raise more than $750,000 from 
within the parish itself. After careful 
consideration, the parish rejected this 
conservative assessment, and decided to 
do the work themselves. A committee 
of active parishioners, many with past 
experience in both formal and informal 
fundraising, along with a part-time 
development officer, launched the 
Celebration Campaign: Restore the 
Past – Build the Future, 2002-2007. The 
campaign ended in 2008, only $240,000 
short of the $2.6 million goal! 

The restoration was divided into several 
phases. This first phase addressed the 
roofs (17,500 square feet) and the fleche 
(or spirelet, the architectural signature 
of the Cathedral’s original architect, 
Joseph Connelly, which ventilates the 
attic and holds the bell rung during 
consecration). Scaffolding was erected 
in 2002. Roof Tile Management (RTM) 

of Mississauga obtained new green slate 
from Vermont and black slate from the 
“Glondyne” quarry in northern Quebec. 
The west pinnacle was discovered to be 
in poor condition and, since scaffolding 
was already in place, the pinnacle was 
dismantled and rebuilt. The final project 
of this phase was the installation of a new 
storm drainage system.

Insulated and ventilated copper roofing 
was installed in 2004 over the west side 
aisle, including copper trims, gutters 
and downspouts. Masonry repairs were 
carried out on the lower levels of the 
west side aisle wall, and on the lower 
portion of the south elevation of the west 
transept. Work was also still underway 
on the south towers where the flat roofs 
had suffered some leaking.

In 2005, the stone paving at the 
Cathedral south entrance was replaced, 
as was the sidewalk leading to Dufferin 
Street. Contractors also repaired the 
interior west wall, which had suffered 
considerable water damage.

Much of the exterior work on the 
Cathedral’s east side, similar to what had 
been carried out on the west side, was 
completed in 2006. Inside the Cathedral, 
RTM installed the first in a series of tie 
rods to provide structural stability to 
the roofing system by counteracting the 
tendency of the roof to relax and exert 
pressure on 
the clerestory 
walls.

In 2007, the 
repair of the 
interior east 
side aisle 
wall and of 
part of the 
east transept 
south wall was 
carried out.

St. Peter’s 
stained glass 
windows are 
particularly 
loved by 
parishioners 
and admired 
by visitors. 
Sunrise 
Stained Glass  
of London 
was engaged 
by Fraser 
to complete 
part of the 
condition 
report, 
which noted: 
“St. Peter’s 
Cathedral 
contains one 
of the largest 
collections 

of late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century stained glass in Southern 
Ontario. There are 138 stained glass 
windows with a current replacement 
value of over three million dollars.” 

As part of the phased approach to the 
restoration, work was carried out on the 
windows and frames as work progressed 
around the building. With the repair 
and painting of frames, cleaning and 
re-leading the windows, and installing 
protective, vented glazing on the larger 
windows, the Cathedral restoration 
made serious improvements to the life 
of this irreplaceable treasure. Since 2000, 
the parish has spent $50,000-$60,000 
annually cleaning and re-leading the 
stained glass windows. 

Remaining restoration projects recently 
have been or will be completed over 
the next four or five years as funds and 
labour permit. These include restoration 
of the remaining stained-glass windows 
(including the south rose window) 
and installation of protective glazing; 
masonry repairs to the exterior of the 
apse, sanctuary, Lady Chapel, transepts, 
south nave and towers (some of which 
were completed in 2008-9); replacement 
of the chapel roof including an insulated 
and vented roof assembly, and new flat 
roofing for the sacristy, including new 
drains; the installation of remaining 
tie rods; the replacement of some 
mechanical and electrical systems; and 
the completion of the repair and painting 
of the Cathedral interior.

Congratulations
125 Years: A Journey of Faith

It has been a privelege to participate in the 

restoration and preservation of

St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

for generations to come.

Allan Avis Architects Inc.
60 West Street 

Goderich, Ontario
N7A 2K3
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ST. PETERS caThEdRal baSilica

C e l e b r a t i n g  125 y e a r s  o f  t h e

l o n d o n ,  o n T a R i o

Left and preceeding pages: special banners depicting 
the history of the Cathedral. Top: burial of the time 
capsule. Above: new pictorial history booklet. Copies 
available by contacting the Cathedral at 519-432-3475.
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By  Dan Brock

In the 1950s the old post office 
in St. Thomas, built of same 
pink New York sandstone as the 
exterior of St. Peter’s Cathedral, 
was demolished. Msgr. Joseph 
Feeney, rector of the cathedral at 
the time, seized the opportunity 
to acquire the stones since 
the Medina quarry had been 
exhausted. He enlisted the help of 
his good friend and benefactor, 
H. Joseph McManus of London, 
who paid for the delivery of the 
more than 420 tons of stone in 
from St. Thomas to the front 
lawn of the cathedral. 

Feeney’s intent was to use the 
stone to complete the towers. 
He liked to tell the story of how 
the pile sat on the front lawn 
for months with weeds growing 
about until Bishop John Cody 
was moved to do something 
about the unsightly mess.

There were more than enough 
stones to complete the towers. 
However, since the foundation 
would not permit the addition of 
spires as originally conceived, the 
existing vestry on the east side 
of the cathedral was expanded 
and transformed into a chapel 
and a new vestry was built on the 
north side behind the altar. To 
commemorate the centenary of 
the diocese of London in 1956 
the clergy of the diocese paid for 
the chapel’s construction.

A London artist already enjoying 
international fame, the young 
Philip Aziz was engaged to 
design the chapel’s interior. 
Dozens of solid oak chairs sit on 
the black and white marble floor. 
The bronze chandeliers are in the 
form of crowns and the altar is 
Italian white marble. On top of 
the tabernacle, Aziz fashioned 
a German rock crystal orb and 
cross. 

Behind the altar is an imposing 
iron grill with a three-metre 
egg tempera painting entitled 
“Mary Queen of Heaven.” Aziz 
even designed a delicate silver 
and crystal chalice, decorated 
in gold, which was crafted by 
Montreal silversmith Gilles 
Beaugrand. The glass “jewels” 
in the painting were crafted by 
the young and gifted stained 
glass artist Christopher Wallis. 
Wallis then designed and crafted 
the chapel windows as well as 
those for the vestry, towers and 
narthex of the cathedral. Father 
Anthony Durand provided the 

background for the symbols 
and designs employed in the 
windows. Wallis, now 80, 
continues to design stained glass 
windows at his firm, Lakeview 
Studios near Dashwood.

Work on the chapel 
was not without 
setbacks. Two days 
after the installation 
of the marble floor, 
an electrical fire tore 
through the church’s 
basement forcing 
the firemen to chip 
a huge hole in the 
costly tiles. This 
was subsequently 
repaired.

As work progressed, 
Msgr. Feeney sought 
donations towards 
the cost of the 
chapel’s furnishings 
and windows: Susan 
E. Hodgkinson 
gave $1,000 for the 
painting; Bessie 
(Mrs. John S.) Labatt 
donated $1,500 for 
the tabernacle; her 
sister-in-law Angela 
(Mrs. Hugh F.) Labatt 
gave $2,000; and Joe 
McManus, personally 
and through his many holdings, 
donated a total of $5,000. He had 
earlier pledged $25,000 towards 
the cost of the extended towers.

The blessing of the new Queen 
of the Universe Chapel of the 
Cathedral, or Lady Chapel as 
it came to be known, occurred 
on December 8, 1958, the feast 
of the Immaculate Conception, 
and marked the close of the 
centennial year of the apparition 
of Mary at Lourdes in France. 
Following the dedication a 
smorgasbord-style dinner for the 
bishops, clergy and donors was 
held in St. Peter’s Hall. The Irish 
Ambassador to Canada, Dr. T.J. 
Kiernan, was the guest speaker.

In 1959, Edward Zuber of 
London produced a 40-pound 
book of laminated teakwood 
and white leather to hold the 18 
photographs he had taken of the 
chapel and cathedral for display 
in the latter. Yousuf Karsh, one 
of the world’s most renown 
portrait photographers and a 
great admirer of Aziz’s work, flew 
from New York with his wife the 
following year and, along with 
Aziz, photographed the details of 
the Lady Chapel. 

Phillip Aziz launched the 23rd 
annual art lecture series in 
1995 in London by giving a talk 
entitled “Visual Experience in 
The Arts, a Guided Tour of the 
Lady Chapel, St. Peter’s Basilica.” 

Dan Brock, a local historian 
and former teacher, co-authored 
Gather up the Fragments: A 
History of the Diocese of London.

DONOHUE
FUNERAL HOME

Proudly serving the Catholic community since 1930

Our knowlegeable funeral directors will assist in all areas  
of bereavement, be it burial, cremation, pre-need or at need services.

John and Patrick Donohue, Doug Manners, 
Margaret Bloomfield and Lindsay Allan

362 Waterloo Street (at King) 
London, Ontario

519-434-2708 
www.donohuefuneralhome.ca

donohue@donohuefuneralhome.ca

Our Lady Chapel
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Most Reverend Ronald P. Fabbro is happy to announce that Mr. 
and Mrs. Mario and Maria Collavino of  Windsor, Ontario, have 
agreed to Co-Chair the 6TH Annual Bishop’s Dinner to be held 

on October 29th, 2009  
at the Ciociaro Club of  Windsor.

The Annual Bishop’s Dinner in Windsor reflects the efforts and 
vision of  a dedicated group of  community leaders. The proceeds 
from this event support the ongoing mission of  St. Peter’s Seminary 
as it prepares the next generation of  Church leaders to serve as 
priests, deacons and lay ministers. The Diocese of  London is 
blessed to have this national seminary committed to meeting the 
needs of  the local churches of  Windsor-Essex and the broader 
needs of  ministerial formation in the Canadian Church.

The Bishop’s Dinner has become a huge annual success in Windsor-
Essex and its average attendance has exceeded 1,000 people. 

For ticket or sponsorship information 
please call 519-258-2525 or 519-432-1824.

t h e  s i x t h  a n n u a l

BISHOP’S DINNER 
f o r  w i n d s o r  / e s s e x

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB, is pleased to 
announce that Dr. and Mrs. Michael and Irene Ziter 
of Windsor, Ontario, are the Honorary Co-Chairs of 

the Seventh Annual Bishop’s Dinner  
to be held on October 21st, 2010
at the Ciociaro Club of Windsor.

The Annual Bishop’s Dinner in Windsor is the result  
of the vision and hard work of a dedicated group of 

community volunteers. The proceeds from this event support 
the ongoing mission of St. Peter’s Seminary to prepare 

the next generation of Church leaders to serve as priests, 
permanent deacons, and lay ministers. 

The Diocese of London is blessed to have this national 
seminary committed to meeting the needs of the Catholic 

church locally in Windsor-Essex and in turn across Canada.

The Bishop’s Dinner has become a must-attend event in 
Windsor-Essex, with a sold-out hall in excess of 1,000 

attendees annually. 

For ticket or sponsor information  
about the Bishop’s Dinner please call Frances at  

1-888-548-9649 or 519-432-1824  
or visit www.stpetersseminary.ca
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2009 Financial Report for the Diocese of London
By Dave Savel, CA
Financial Administrator

The past couple years have been very 
difficult economically for southwestern 
Ontario. Right across the diocese 
businesses have closed and people have 
lost their jobs. 

Many of our parishes have felt the 
financial impact and have taken steps, as 
necessary, to reduce costs. 

Many parishes experienced little or no 
negative financial impact, which I believe 
is a testament to the strong faith of our 
parishioners. 

I cannot begin to thank you enough for 
your continued support of your parish, 
especially during these difficult economic 
times.

This report is issued annually to report 
to all parishioners on the financial results 
of the diocese, our parishes and our 
diocesan cemeteries. The figures quoted 
below are taken from two sources; the 
audited financial statements and our 
internal records. 

I encourage you to take the time to 
review this report and to contact me if 
you have any questions.

Parishes

Although overall parish operating and 
capital (building) revenues were down, 
parish operating and capital costs were 
down by a larger amount. Therefore, the 
parishes had a good total net surplus 
(i.e. operating and capital) for the year 
of $3.4 million versus a surplus of $0.4 
million in 2008. Collections and donations 
were up slightly to $31.3 million from 
$31.1 million in 2008. Total operating 
revenues were however down slightly to 
$37.8 million from $38.1 million in 2008. 
Parishes were able to reduce operating 
costs to $35.4 million from $36.5 million 
in 2008. This enabled our parishes to earn 
an operating surplus of $2.4 million versus 
$1.6 million in 2008. The results, however, 
were not so positive at all our parishes. 
Of our 118 parishes and communities, 
36 or 31%, incurred an operating deficit 
in 2009. That means that 36 parishes did 
not take in enough money to pay for the 
cost of operating the parish. Operating 
results include day-to-day receipts and 
expenditures such as Sunday offertory, 
ministry, outreach, salaries, utilities, and 
repairs and maintenance.

Under the Parish Reorganization Policy, 
we have standards established for assessing 

parish financial viability. In 2007 this 
process was explained in a document 
entitled Financial Viability and Parish 
Reorganization. The diocese continues to 
work with those parishes that have been 
struggling financially to try to help them 
become financially viable.

Capital donations (i.e. for construction 
and restoration) were $5.5 million 
which was actually the same as the 
2008 amount. The sale of churches that 
have closed provided $2.7 million of 
proceeds for our parishes versus $3.7 
million in 2008. Our parishes spent $7.3 
million on construction, renovations and 
restorations versus $10.2 million in 2008. 
Capital results include capital donations, 
purchase of capital assets (i.e. an organ), 
construction, significant renovations and 
restoration.

The major capital projects (i.e. in excess 
of $100,000) in 2009 were at St. Peter’s 
Cathedral, St. Martin of Tours, Holy 
Family and St. Patrick’s in London, 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs in Delhi, 
Sacred Heart in Ingersoll, Holy Trinity in 
Woodstock, St. Joseph in Listowel, Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel in Mt. Carmel, Our 
Lady of Mercy and Sacred Heart in Sarnia, 
St. Agnes in Chatham, Assumption and 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Windsor, 
St. John the Baptist in Amherstburg, St. 
Simon & St. Jude in Belle River, St. Joseph 
in River Canard, Good Shepherd in 
Lakeshore and Ste. Anne’s in Tecumseh.
At the end of 2009 our Parish Deposit 
& Loan Fund had cash of $1.2 million 
and short-term investments of $8.5 
million. The Parish Deposit & Loan Fund 
functions essentially like a parish “credit 
union.” Parishes with excess funds or those 
saving for a capital project deposit monies 
with the Fund and earn interest. Parishes 
in need of funding for capital projects can 
apply to the Parish Deposit & Loan Fund 
Committee to borrow. At the end of 2009, 
35 parishes were in a loan position (i.e. 
owed money to the Fund) in the amount 
of $17.3 million; the average loan balance 
is therefore $494 thousand. 104 parishes 
had money on deposit with the Fund for a 
total of $25.8 million; the average deposit 
balance is therefore $248 thousand. The 
Fund is in a healthy cash position which 
has allowed the Building Commission 
and the Parish Deposit & Loan Fund 
Committee to approve a number of major 
projects for 2010 totaling $6.9 million 
including Corpus Christi and Holy Trinity 
in Windsor, Ste. Anne’s in Tecumseh, Mary 

Continued on next page
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Immaculate, St. Peter’s Cathedral and St. 
Leopold Mandic in London, St. Joseph’s 
in Stratford, St. Bernard’s in Waterford, St. 
Peter’s in St. Joseph and St. Simon & St. 
Jude in Belle River.

Although the Parish Deposit & Loan 
Fund has been healthy from a cash 
perspective, it has been incurring deficits 
for a number of years now. This is because 
of the historically low interest rates we’ve 
been experiencing. Up until 2010 we’ve 
been paying out more in interest to those 
parishes with deposits than we are able 
to earn on our short-term investments. 
Over the past year the Parish Deposit & 

Loan Fund Committee reviewed the 
situation and made a change in the interest 
rates effective 2010. We now pay 2.0% 
on deposits and charge 4.5% on loans. If 
however a parish pays its interest on time 
they receive a 1.0% rebate making the 
effective borrowing rate 3.5%. These new 
rates will enable the Fund to at least break-
even. The Committee will continue to 
monitor interest rates and make changes 
as necessary.

Diocese
I am pleased to report that we had an 
operating surplus of $2.4 million which 
was quite an improvement on the $3.2 
million operating loss in 2008. To a large 

extent the surplus in 2009 was a result 
of a $2.4 million recovery in the value of 
our endowment investments. The loss in 
2008 was mainly a result of a $3.1 million 
investment loss on our endowment funds. 
Although we had a good recovery of our 
endowment investments in 2009 we are 
still $0.7 million short of recovering the 
losses sustained in 2008. Our endowment 
funds provide a stream of income for the 
diocese to help fund operations.

The diocese continues to pay the price for 
our past sins related to sexual abuse. The 
price of course is high and can only be 
partially measured in financial terms. The 
spiritual price is far greater. The financial 
results noted above do not include 

expenses related to sexual abuse claims 
and sale of diocesan (non-parish) assets. 
We are selling off non-parish properties 
to pay for the cost of sexual abuse but in 
order to allow for an orderly sale of these 
assets we arranged a credit facility with 
the bank. This way we can avoid “fire 
sales” of property. As we sell properties or 
receive insurance proceeds we pay down 
the bank loan. The balance of this loan 
was $8.2 million at the end of 2009 versus 
$3.3 million at the end of 2008, which 
is the year we obtained the loan. At the 
end of June 2010 the balance has been 
reduced to $5.5 million. We expect this 
debt to be paid off by the end of 2013 in 
accordance with our financial plan and 
the agreement with the bank. The vast 
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majority of the cost of sexual abuse is a 
result of the actions of the late Charles 
Sylvestre. Although we expect insurance 
to pay a portion of these costs, the cost to 
the diocese is still very high. We are doing 
our utmost to make fair and reasonable 
settlements with victims of sexual abuse 
as quickly as possible. In addition, the 
diocese continues to pay for third-party 
counseling and support for victims.

At the end of 2008, the diocese had an 
operating line of credit (bank loan) of 
$565 thousand and a loan owing to the 
Parish Deposit & Loan Fund of $1.5 
million. I am pleased to report that the 
bank loan was repaid in 2009 and we’ve 
repaid $400 thousand to the Parish 
Deposit & Loan Fund leaving a balance of 
$1.1 million at the end of 2009. The Parish 
Deposit & Loan Fund debt was incurred to 
pay for our share (50%) of the Cathedral 
restoration. In order to eliminate these two 
debts, the diocese went through two cost-
cutting processes in recent years. In 2006, 
when we prepared our 2007 budget, we cut 
costs by $400 thousand. In 2007, Bishop 
Fabbro received the recommendations 
of the Integrated Financial Planning 
Committee and Restructuring Committee. 
These committees recommended a further 
restructuring of the Diocese to eliminate 
our debt. In the summer and fall of 2007 
more detailed plans were made which 
took effect at the end of 2007. The net 
result was an additional $400 thousand 
cost reduction. We are budgeting to earn 
annual surpluses in order to pay off this 

operating debt by the end of 2013.

Diocesan Cemeteries

In addition to our many parish cemeteries, 
there are cemeteries in Windsor, Sarnia 
and London managed directly by the 
diocese. In 2009 our diocesan cemeteries 
had revenues of $9.8 million versus $9.0 
million in 2008. Although our revenues 
increased the cemeteries did a good job of 
controlling expenses. In fact expenses were 
$8.2 million versus $8.6 million in 2008. 
One of the main financial goals of our 
diocesan cemeteries is to eliminate their 
debt. The debt balance was $7.6 million at 
the end of 2008. During 2009 we repaid 
$1.0 million so that the balance at the end 
of 2009 was $6.6 million. This debt was 
mainly incurred to construct mausoleums 
in Windsor, Sarnia and London. In order 
to repay the debt, it is essential for the 
cemeteries to earn annual surpluses. We 
have worked with our diocesan Finance 
Committee to develop a financial plan 
which we have been implementing.

The Ontario Cemetery Act governs how 
we operate our cemeteries. Whenever 
a pre-planned sale is made, the money 
must be invested with our trustee until the 
service or product has been provided. In 
addition, when a sale is made, a certain 
percentage of the money must be invested 
with our trustee to provide perpetual care 
and maintenance funding. For example, 
when a grave is sold, 40% of the money 
must be invested with the trustee. Interest 
and dividends can be withdrawn on the 

invested care and maintenance money 
but the rest of the money cannot be 
removed. At the end of 2009 we had $10.5 
million (2008 - $9.5 million) invested 
with our trustee for pre-planned sales 
and we had $32.3 million (2008 - $27.6 
million) invested in the perpetual care and 
maintenance fund. These funds provide 
income to help pay for the operating costs 
of the cemeteries.

Have you considered pre-planning your 
cemetery arrangements? Planning your 
cemetery arrangements in advance brings 
peace of mind to you and your family. 
Please consider pre-planning directly with 
one of our diocesan or parish cemeteries.

Accountability & Responsibility

Parishes must submit a financial report to 
the diocese annually. Whenever a priest 
move takes place we conduct a financial 
review at the parish. The nature of the 
review is limited but it does examine 
general financial records and controls. 
Generally every parish is reviewed once 
every six years.

Our diocese has an administrative group 
reporting to Bishop Fabbro which relies 
heavily on the discipline and review of 
our plans and budgets by our Diocesan 
Finance Committee, chaired by Mr. 
Barry Hogan of Sarnia. This committee is 
objective and comprised of people with 
significant 
expertise 
from across 

the diocese; it forms part of our 
internal control system to ensure that 
we make prudent financial decisions. 
The committee is a third party that is 
independent of administration which 
makes recommendations and gives advice 
when and where it deems necessary. 
It also has two subcommittees. The 
Investment Committee which oversees the 
investment of our cemetery trust funds, 
accumulated surpluses and our Pentecost 
2000 endowment funds and the Audit 
Committee which meets with our external 
auditors, KPMG, to plan the audits and 
then review the financial statements and 
auditors report. These committees analyze 
our practices and policies, assess risks, and 
provide proactive advice.

Consistent with Goal #6 of our pastoral 
plan, our diocese follows sound business 
practices: we prepare an annual budget; 
actual results are compared to budget 
monthly; we have an annual external audit; 
we conduct reviews; we develop policies 
where needed, ensuring that decisions 
are made within a policy framework; and 
we strive to be accountable, prudent, and 
transparent with the donations that you 
give us.

Continued from previous page
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New Cheque Signing Rules

For many years we have required two 
signatures on each cheque at the diocese 
but there has been no such requirement at 
our parishes. Effective 2010 all diocesan 
bank accounts (parish, diocese, cemeteries, 
etc.) are now required to have two 
authorized signatures on each cheque, or 
any other banking document. All signing 
officers must be screened and approved by 
the diocese.

Parish Finance Committees

Canon (Church) Law requires each parish 
to have a Finance Committee.  These 
committees provide an invaluable service 
for your parish.  At the end of this report 
you will see the financial results for all 
our parishes along with the name of the 
Finance Chair for your parish.

New Policies for  
Construction & Restoration

The Parish Deposit & Loan Fund 
Committee and the Building Commission 
have been working on revisions and 
updates to our policies for capital projects. 
Later this year a new policy will be issued.

Donating securities  
(stocks, bonds, etc.)  
to the Church

Did you know that you can donate 
securities to the Church and receive very 
beneficial income tax treatment? Any 

accumulated capital gains will not be 
taxed and you will receive an income tax 
receipt for the current market value of the 
securities.

For example, let’s assume you own shares 
of a public company currently worth 
$20,000. You originally bought the shares 
for $10,000. If you sell the shares you’ll 
need to pay taxes on the capital gain. If you 
donate the shares to the Church you won’t 
have to pay any taxes for capital gains and 
you’ll also get an income tax receipt for 
$20,000 which you can use to reduce your 
taxes payable. We would be glad to assist 
you if you have any questions about this.

Have you considered the 
Church in your will?

Please consider the Church when 
determining who the beneficiaries of your 
estate will be. As an example, you can 
name your local parish, the diocese, St. 
John the Evangelist Pension Fund Society 
(clergy pension) or the Seminary as a 
beneficiary. In 2009 our parishes received 
$136 thousand from bequests whereas in 
2008 $1.3 million was received.

What happens to a  
church building if it is closed?

We have a process whereby we list the 
church building for sale through a real 
estate agent on the open market. We 
are very careful about whom we sell to 
and always place a restrictive covenant, 
registered on title, that limits the future 
use of the church building. The restrictive 
covenant basically states that the church 

cannot be used for any purpose that 
is contrary to Roman Catholic faith, 
teachings or beliefs. All liturgical items are 
removed. 

The proceeds from the sale go to the 
parish that now becomes responsible for 
the spiritual care of the parishioners of 
the closing parish. For example, when St. 
Philippe in Grande Point was sold the 
proceeds of the sale went to Immaculate 
Conception in Pain Court and to St. 
Philippe Cemetery. 

Pentecost 2000 funds:  
How are they doing?

The diocese held a major fund raising 
campaign in 1989-94, called Pentecost 2000. 
Its purpose was to establish endowment 
funds for the seminary, cathedral, and 
diocesan programs. The parishioners of our 
diocese responded very generously to this 
campaign. 

The funds have been prudently invested 
according to investment policies and goals 
established by our Investment Committee 
with the assistance of our investment advisor. 
In accordance with a policy established by 
our Finance Committee, 4.75% is paid out 
annually to fund the seminary, cathedral, and 
diocesan programs. The 4.75% payout policy 
was developed to preserve the purchasing 
power (inflation protection) of the 

endowment funds and prevent wild swings 
in the amount paid out. Whether we earn 
12% or lose 2%, we still pay out 4.75%. The 
excess income (above 4.75%) was reinvested 
in the endowment funds to provide for 
increasing payout amounts in the years to 
come to keep pace with inflation. We are 
in the process of reducing our payout from 
4.75% to 4.25%. 

The financial “meltdown” of 2008 resulted 
in substantial “paper losses”. In 2008 our 
gross return on investment was a loss of 
19.3%. Thankfully we had a good rebound in 
2009 earning 19.4%. One might think we’ve 
therefore recovered all we lost but that is 
not true since the return in 2009 was on a 
smaller capital base due to the 2008 losses. 
Our 5-year annualized return was also greatly 
impacted by the “meltdown”  resulting in a 
2009 return of 4.5% versus 3.0% in 2008.

At the end of 2009 our endowment funds 
were invested in a diversified portfolio as 
follows:

Canadian equity  35%
Non-Canadian equity 20%
Fixed income  40%
Hedge   5%

The original endowment balance from the 
campaign was $15.3 million. At December 31 
the Pentecost 2000 balances held in trust by 
the diocese were:

Pentecost 2000 Funds 2009 2008

St. Peter's Seminary $12.4 million $11.1 million 

Diocesan Programs $4.6 million $4.1 million

St. Peter's Cathedral Basilica $1.6 million $1.5 million

Total $18.6 million $16.7 million

Finance Committee 
Barry Hogan (Chair) (Sarnia) 
Terry Crawley (Essex)
Paul Dollar (Windsor) 
Fr. John Sharp (London) 
Kevin Doyle (Chatham)
John Kavelaars (Glencoe) 
Teresa McCoomb (London) 
Fr. John Pirt (London)  
Peter Regier (London) 
Sam Romano (Windsor) 

Investment Committee 
Charles Spina  (Chair) (London)
John Craven (London)
Kevin Doyle (Chatham)
Barry Hogan (Sarnia) 

 

Audit Committee 
Tom Boone (London)
Terry Crawley (Essex)
Harvey Gleason (London)
Greg Hogan (Sarnia)

Building Commission
Phil Arnsby (London)
Bob L’Ecuyer (Grande Pointe)
Joe Liebregts (St. Thomas)
Sr. Loretta Manzara (London)
Fr. Terrence McNamara (Lucan)
Fr. James Roche (Windsor)
Fr. Robert Rocheleau (London)
Fr. Eugene Roy (Tecumseh)

Parish Deposit &  
Loan Fund Committee
Fr. Adam Gabriel (St. Thomas)
Frank Kennes (Strathroy)
Jim McLandress (Chatham)
John Mockler (London)
Tom Mulligan (London)
Fr. Gilbert Simard (Ingersoll)
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2009 Parish and Catholic Community Financial Results

St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg Betty Federico 633,803 675,687  (41,884)
Our Lady of Sorrows, Aylmer Robert Ostchuck 185,313 203,284  (17,971)
Sts. Simon and Jude, Belle River D. Bombardier &  603,419 490,773  112,646 
 M. Battaglia 
St. Mary, Blenheim Annie Timmermans 257,886 253,304  4,582 
St. Michael, Brights Grove Patrick O’Malley 370,932 302,111  68,821 
St. Ambrose, Brussels Richard Kular 52,188 60,692  (8,503)
Blessed Sacrament, Chatham Dan Blonde 563,765 546,307  17,458 
Our Lady of Victory, Chatham Jan Rekas 87,720 91,580  (3,860)
St. Agnes, Chatham Chirs Foster 316,243 304,613  11,631 
St. Joseph, Chatham Gerry Murphy 477,539 462,392  15,147 
St. Ursula, Chatham Sandra Mailloux 323,077 318,173  4,904 
Visitation, Comber Larry Gagnon 510,042 399,506  110,537 
St. Joseph, Corunna Rod Fraser 366,352 340,368  25,985 
St. Ladislaus, Courtland Eugen Bauer 56,039 49,435  6,604 
Sacred Heart, Delaware Ted Sinclair 171,741 154,493  17,249 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs, Delhi Ken Loncke 333,638 317,157  16,481 
St. Casimir, Delhi Unknown 20,795 20,151  644 
St. Patrick, Dublin Joe Looby 132,452 118,472  13,979 
Holy Name of Jesus, Essex Terry Crawley 514,085 385,710  128,375 
Precious Blood, Exeter Jim O’Toole 99,857 101,012  (1,156)
St. Christopher, Forest J. Tidball 157,260 146,848  10,412 
St. Charles Garnier, Glencoe John Kavelaars 95,159 75,605  19,555 
St. Peter, Goderich Helen Van Osch 443,046 418,388  24,659 
Immaculate Heart of Mary,  M. Breuer 131,610 125,636  5,974 
Grand Bend 
St. Anthony of Padua, Harrow Vacant 195,810 187,364  8,445 
Sacred Heart, Ingersoll Christine Uchacz 276,348 256,643  19,706 
St. John de Brebeuf &  Bill Orawski 234,761 189,389  45,372 
Companions, Kingsville 
St. Patrick, Kinkora Lix McLaughlin 126,764 112,859  13,906 
Good Shepherd, Lakeshore Dennis Drew 850,086 736,728  113,358 
Sacred Heart, Langton Don Chechak 237,299 231,851  5,448 
Sacred Heart, LaSalle James LeBlanc 491,563 477,707  13,857 
St. Paul, LaSalle John Hodgins 201,929 178,985  22,943 
St. Michael, Leamington Joe O’Neill 641,939 641,120  819 
St. Joseph, Listowel Vacant 164,459 167,446  (2,987)
Christ the King, London Vacant  No report received
Holy Cross, London Dan Kelly 239,759 244,213  (4,454)
Holy Family, London Matt Duffy 1,101,026 989,764  111,262 
Mary Immaculate, London Mike Pietraszko 509,604 481,770  27,834 
Our Lady of Czestochowa, London Barbara Gutowska 394,663 385,592  9,071 
Our Lady of Holy Rosary  Tu Nguyen 4,687 2,192  2,495 
Vietnamese, London 
Our Lady of Siluva  
Lithuanian, London Ruta Dragunevicius 20,601 25,863  (5,262)
St. Andrew Kim Korean, London Joseph Chung 216,589 127,005  89,583 
St. Andrew the Apostle, London Jim Austin 226,019 207,042  18,977 
St. Francis of Assisi  Manuel Pacheco 149,233 142,785  6,448 
Hispanic, London 
St. George, London Bill Strybosch 755,198 686,536  68,662 
St. John the Divine, London John Gunn 450,089 374,043  76,046 
St. Justin’s, London Chuck Nyland 684,865 626,165  58,700 
St. Leopold Mandic, London Milan Jurkovic 145,498 138,938  6,560 
St. Martin of Tours, London John Jevnikar 262,693 345,416  (82,723)
St. Mary, London Mike Pepe 400,353 326,001  74,352 
St. Michael, London Michael Flynn 805,943 759,296  46,647 
St. Patrick, London Paul Samuel 357,344 397,771  (40,427)
St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica,  Chris Halls & 
London James Vollmer 1,199,659 1,130,898  68,761 
St. Stephen of Hungary, London Laszlo Szabo 34,235 43,436  (9,201)
Ste. Marguerite D’Youville, London Rosella Cox 38,423 47,056  (8,633)
St. Patrick, Lucan Mike Damen 226,028 238,010  (11,981)
St. Mary, Maidstone Gerry Fraser 196,547 171,933  24,615 
St. Clement, McGregor Pat Coughlin 185,762 192,748  (6,987)
St. Patrick, Merlin Robert Gevaert 114,866 112,030  2,836 

St. Vincent de Paul, Mitchell Chad Verberne 91,439 109,571  (18,132)
Our Lady of Mount Carmel,  Jim O’Toole 126,453 100,165  26,288 
Mount Carmel 
Immaculate Conception, Pain Court Linda Lachapelle 229,788 225,082  4,706 
Sacred Heart Parish, Parkhill Kathy Hendrikx 107,585 103,448  4,137 
Star of the Sea, Pelee Island Robert Ross 7,013 4,772  2,241 
St. Philip, Petrolia Tim Fugard 271,648 251,926  19,722 
St. Cecilia, Port Dover Sam Magro 140,656 135,914  4,742 
St. Michael Parish, Ridgetown Walt Spence 194,969 212,434  (17,465)
St. Joseph, River Canard Frank Robinet 346,445 355,690  (9,246)
Our Lady of Mercy, Sarnia Rob Kardas 404,903 369,956  34,947 
St-Thomas D’Aquin, Sarnia Ernest Bonin 157,701 151,744  5,956 
Queen of Peace, Sarnia Henryk Krasny 124,768 106,704  18,064 
Sacred Heart, Sarnia Charlie Oxley 498,988 500,488  (1,500)
St. Benedict, Sarnia Rob Kardas 408,556 393,670  14,887 
St. James, Seaforth Lin Steffler 169,241 140,729  28,512 
St. Mary, Simcoe Geoff Saldanha 295,832 285,441  10,391 
St. Peter, St. Joseph Dave Durand 75,455 79,904  (4,449)
Holy Name of Mary, St. Mary’s Christina Kereces 260,769 208,573  52,196 
Holy Angels, St. Thomas Dennis Collins 369,330 300,862  68,468 
St. Anne, St. Thomas Ray Xuereb 514,979 512,579  2,400 
Immaculate Conception, Stratford Larry McCable 223,042 229,320  (6,278)
St. Joseph, Stratford Michael Dack 703,240 676,830  26,409 
All Saints, Strathroy Louis Pereira 377,982 423,095  (45,113)
St. Anne, Tecumseh Vacant 730,932 682,130  48,802 
North American Martyrs, Thamesville Marcel Declerk 158,063 137,570  20,493 
St. Francis Xavier, Tilbury Greg Belanger 295,759 301,226  (5,467)
St. Peter Parish, Tilbury Gary Versyleken 116,256 109,081  7,175 
St. Mary, Tillsonburg Teena Stetler-Mendonca 451,079 465,697  (14,617)
Holy Redeemer Cluster,  Peter Hensel/ 713,677 618,762  94,915 
Wallaceburg/ Port Lambton Margaret Gurd/Joe Vandenbogaerde

St. Bernard of Clairvaux, Waterford Ken Loncke 129,010 140,217  (11,207)
Our Lady Help of Christians,  Nancy Kremer 144,718 158,506  (13,788) 
Watford
St. Mary, West Lorne August Sacher 149,681 135,747  13,934 
Assumption, Windsor Ron Reddam 628,984 518,611  110,373 
Blessed Sacrament, Windsor Sandra Morgan 129,223 133,247  (4,024)
Corpus Christi, Windsor Matthew St. Louis 715,545 655,656  59,888 
Holy Trinity, Windsor Tony Blak 335,219 323,518  11,701 
Immaculate Heart, Windsor Anna Mancini 243,227 245,534  (2,308)
Most Precious Blood, Windsor Georgette Lefaive 651,531 645,095  6,437 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Windsor Kerry Brode 438,414 457,227  (18,813)
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Windsor Joseph Bezaire 591,138 550,784  40,354 
Our Lady of Perpetual  Dana Taylor 304,470 312,462  (7,993)
Help, Windsor
Our Lady of the Atonement, Windsor Dan Dumouchelle 494,997 398,793  96,204 
San Juan Diego of Guadalupe  Lourdes Ramirez 8,690 19,254  (10,565) 
Hispanic, Windsor
St. Alphonsus, Windsor Michael Ricketts 309,244 296,832  12,412 
St. Angela Merici, Windsor Vacant 660,726 663,452  (2,726)
St. Anthony of Padua, Windsor John Kubosch 28,371 30,502  (2,130)
St. Francis of Assisi, Windsor John Ulukovic 316,806 280,576  36,231 
St. Jerome, Windsor Euclide Belanger 248,705 206,000  42,705 
St. John Vianney, Windsor Gerry Drouillard 521,385 501,393  19,992 
St. Michael, Windsor Frank Reidl 60,623 55,832  4,791 
St. Patrick, Windsor Paul Maini 132,911 133,654  (743)
St. Philippe & St. Anne  
Vietnamese, Windsor Don Tham 105,379 76,607  28,772 
St. Theresa, Windsor Dorothy Denomme 305,839 330,060  (24,221)
St. Vincent De Paul, Windsor Larry Martin 217,789 243,729  (25,940)
Sts. Cyril & Methodius, Windsor Marion Kulka 132,354 139,262  (6,908)
Sacred Heart, Wingham Wayne Waechter 101,187 104,480  (3,294)
St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee Gerald Tracy 195,951 177,932  18,019 
Holy Cross, Woodstock Victor Szyjka 92,919 92,308  611 
Holy Trinity, Woodstock Edward Thorn 584,142 530,024  54,118 
St. Boniface, Zurich Ted Soudant 117,045 136,198  (19,153)

Parish/Catholic Community Finance Chair  Revenues   Costs   Surplus  
(sorted by city)    (Deficit)

Parish/Catholic Community Finance Chair  Revenues   Costs   Surplus  
(sorted by city)    (Deficit)
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It takes two!
*certain restrictions apply - call for full details

Pre-plan
together, 

today

Regardless of age, pre-planning your cemetery arrangements 
together simply makes sense - financially and emotionally.

Contact your area Catholic Cemetery today. 
Find out how easy pre-planning can be with available interest-free payments*


