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Called by Christ, we will 
evangelize through the clear 
proclamation of the Gospel and 
the constant teaching of the 
Catholic faith, ensuring that 
such proclamation and teaching 
is linked to the life experience of 
the people (Diocesan Pastoral 
Plan, Goal 2).

Much of the work and activities 
that our parishes are engaged 
in, and that our diocesan offices 
and ministries support, is 
directly related to the second 
goal of our pastoral plan. when 
i visit our parishes, i am truly 
impressed with the inspiring 
and creative efforts of our 
priests, in conjunction with 
their pastoral teams, to achieve 
what this goal sets out for us.

The second goal of our 
pastoral plan concerns the 
church’s primary mission of 
evangelization, as well as the 
important role that it has in 
teaching the catholic faith. 
evangelization refers to the 
proclamation and preaching 
of the Gospel. The best way we 
evangelize is by the witness of 
our lives. Through our words 

and actions, we are to help 
others come to know christ and 
to enter into a loving, personal 
relationship with him.

catechesis refers to the church’s 
mission to teach believers and 
to educate and form them 
in the catholic faith. its goal 
is to help those who have 
encountered christ to deepen 
their relationship with him. it 
enables them to understand 
his teaching and the teaching 
of the church in relation to the 
concrete experiences of their 
lives. catechesis strengthens 
them to be faithful disciples of 
christ and prepares them to be 
bold and courageous witnesses 
to him in the world.

The christian community 
is the place where catechesis 
occurs. in the vibrant liturgies 
of a parish, and through good 
homilies, faith comes to life and 
grows. Normally, it is the parish 
community that welcomes 
those who want to learn more 
about christ. Through the 
rcia, it accompanies them in 
their journey of faith and in 
their initiation into the church 

through the sacraments of 
Baptism, confirmation and the 
eucharist. These sacraments are 
special moments for catechesis.

catechesis is an ongoing process 
that continues throughout the 
believer’s whole life. we grow 
closer to christ through our 
participation in the sacraments, 
especially the eucharist and 
reconciliation, through daily 
prayer and through study and 
meditation on the scriptures. 
our diocese has begun a special 
period of spiritual renewal over 
the next few years. Through 
programs, such as arise 
together in christ, our parishes 
are seeking to respond to God’s 
call to grow in holiness. we 
are particularly blessed in this 
diocese to have the institute for 
catholic formation. This issue 
of our diocesan Newspaper 
refers to the catechetical work 
that the institute is doing 
to promote ongoing faith 
formation in our parishes.

parents have a vital role in 
passing on the faith to their 
children. They are the primary 
educators in the faith. The 

teaching parents give is most 
powerful when it occurs 
through the christian witness 
of their lives. By creating a truly 
christian family atmosphere, 
they enable their children to 
experience God’s love, teach 
them to pray and assist them 
in the formation of a christian 
conscience.

today, parents face enormous 
challenges in educating their 
children in the faith, especially 
because of the secular society 
in which we live. our parishes 
know how important it is to 
support them in this critical 
task. They offer programs 
to assist parents in learning 
more about their faith and in 
preparing their children for the 
sacraments. Youth ministry is 
a valuable part of the life of our 
parishes. in many of our young 
people, there is an openness to 
encountering Jesus in their lives. 
They have questions about their 
faith and the church’s teaching. 
it is important for them to 
come together and support one 
another, so that they can grow 
in their faith.

This issue of our diocesan 
Newspaper will focus on our 
catholic schools. Because they 
have such a significant role to 
play in the education of our 
children, i strongly believe 
that we need to give them our 
full support. our church will 
be able to evangelize more 
effectively, if there is a close 

collaboration between our 
schools, our homes and our 
parishes. working together, 
we can strengthen our schools. 
The more committed they are 
to their mission, the better able 
they will be to help our students 
grow in their catholic faith and 
in their witness to christ.

in his letter to the colossians, 
paul speaks of the commission 
he received to make the word of 
God fully known to them and 
of the power of christ working 
within them: “it is he whom we 
proclaim, warning everyone 
and teaching everyone in all 
wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone mature in christ. for 
this i toil and struggle with all 
the energy that he powerfully 
inspires within me.” (colossians 
1:28-29) to our priests, deacons, 
pastoral ministers, coordinators 
of youth ministry, parish nurses, 
catechists, diocesan employees, 
members of parish pastoral 
councils, parishioners, parents, 
teachers and all who are part 
of our catholic schools, i offer 
my encouragement and prayers. 
May paul’s words inspire and 
strengthen all of us in our daily 
efforts which enable our diocese 
to respond more faithfully to its 
mission of evangelization and 
catechesis, the second goal of 
our pastoral plan. 
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By Christina Palmieri

As a graduate of the Catholic 
system and a future Catholic 
teacher I appreciated the 
struggle for publically funded 
Catholic education, as it has 
been a continuous endeavor for 
Catholics all over Canada. It has 
not only survived but flourished 
in Ontario and in six other 
provinces and territories due to 
the great effort of our ancestors 
who built the foundation we 
stand on today.

Catholics wanted to guide 
the education process for 
their children and the 1841 
Common School Act allowed the 
organization of denominational 
separate schools in any school 
district. However, it left Catholic 
families with the requirement 
to pay taxation for both 
separate and common schools. 
The grievances expressed by 
Catholics about their double 
taxation resulted in the 1853 
School Act, allowing them to 
only pay taxes for Catholic 
schools. This act allowed 
Catholic school administrators 
access to a portion of provincial 
funds.  

Catholic schools were provided 
with a portion of municipal 
funding as a result of the Scott 
Act of 1863, also known as the 
Separate Schools Act, and were 
given constitutional influence in 
the British North American 

Act (BNA) of 1867. Section 93 
of the BNA Act gave provinces 
control of education and separate 
schools were legally defended. As 
a result, Catholics were allowed 
to form their own school boards.

Many of the faithful sacrificed in 
order to sustain Catholic schools 
especially when the government 
did not financially support 
them. Parents made tuition 
and material contributions 
while bishops advocated to 
government and clergy and 
religious persons committed to 
maintaining a presence within 
our schools. 

Each partner in the Church, 
school, and family triad 
demonstrated through 
prayer and deed unwavering 
commitment to one another and 
Catholic education.  It is notable 
that many bishops were willing 

to give up Church property 
so that more schools could 
be established. The Diocese 
of London and the London 
Catholic School Board, for 
example, worked together to buy 
sites that would be suitable to 
host both school and church side 
by side. 

Students have always been the 
heart of Catholic education. 
The contributions our 
graduates make to society 
are immeasurable. One such 
contribution changed the 
educational landscape in Ontario 
for generations of Catholics. In 
1984, a Catholic student named 
Victor Morgado expressed the 
unfairness he felt as Catholic 
education was publically funded 
only until grade ten. He did this 
as he walked along Premier Bill 
Davis’ street and ran into him 
mowing his lawn. A month after 

his encounter, Premier Davis 
extended funding for Catholic 
education to the end of grade 
thirteen. 

Advocates for Catholic education 
today must keep in mind the 
contributions made a hundred 
years ago and bring the same 
strength to the twenty-first 
century. I feel it is important 
to realize the effect of the 
contributions that the laity 
are making and will continue 
to make. The commitment of 
religious priests, brothers and 
sisters cannot be overstated. 
Catholic schools flourished 
because of their leadership in the 
classroom and administration. It 
is with their help that we realize 
that Catholic education is not 
just an incident of a past time 
but is an important part of our 
present culture.

Tools of Learning: History of Catholic Education

By  Rianne Rops

If my life were a movie, the 
majority of its filming would 
have taken place in school. 
To some, this would indicate 
a horror film, to others, a 
romance; but from my own 
story, it is simply a coming-
of-age.

Because I grew up within 
Catholic classrooms, 
God was always present - 
within morning prayers, 
school Masses, classroom 
discussions, and even the 
artwork lining the school 
hallways. Even though some 

students aren’t riveted by 
a school Mass, there is still 
a strong sense of solidarity 
within the entire school. 
Here we were shown that 
God wants to be a part 
of each day. The Catholic 
classrooms also allowed the 
fundamental questions that 
each teen asks (“who am I?”, 
“Where am I going?”) to be 
taken to their root: God - 
without whom, any answer is 
senseless.

My roots in Catholic 
education have shown me 
my identity as a daughter 
of God, and my purpose 
in loving and serving Him. 
With this as my foundation, 
whichever path I take will 
lead to Him.

Rianne graduated from St. 
Michael’s Catholic High 
School, Stratford in June 
2011.

A Graduate Story
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By  Paul Wubben
Director of Education, St. Clair Catholic 
District School Board.

When asked to write this piece my 
thoughts immediately went to a 
discussion with Bishop Fabbro during 
which he called Catholic education, the 

“Pearl of Great Price”. In the Gospel of 
Matthew, a merchant recognizes a pearl as 
being near flawless and willingly sells all 
that he owns in order to possess it. That 
of course is what our ancestors did when 
they agreed to the terms outlined by the 
Fathers of Confederation; the pearl of 
great price they received in turn was the 
right to educate their children in Catholic 
schools.

The fact that Catholics have something 
that other taxpayers do not have is of 
course ground zero of the anti-catholic 
schools debate, our greatest challenge. 
Is it fair? Based on the metric of some 
people having something that others do 
not have, it is patently unfair for us to 
have our own school system. On its face, 
our schools are a privilege that others do 

not have and 
that cannot 
be denied. 
But how is the 
agreement that 
our Catholic 
ancestors 
struck as a pre-
condition to 
Confederation 
less valid or 
binding, than 
those signed by 
the ancestors 
of other people 
in our country? 
Equity and 
equality are not 
the same thing, 
and removal 
of a minority’s 
rights in 
the name of 
equality is 
counter to the 
interests of 
everyone in our 
society.  

The greatest hope for Catholic education 
lies in the understandings we are gaining 
into the complex nature of human beings. 
This appreciation for complexity has 
taken place in the health care sector with 
the broadening of acceptable treatments 
for ailments. At one time, nutrition, 
exercise, massage, vitamins, relaxation 
techniques, and acupuncture would 
have been eschewed by the medical 
community, now they are accepted as 
legitimate alternatives, complementary 
and necessary supplements to modern 
medicine.  

It has long been said that what we 
promote and provide in Catholic schools 
is a holistic approach to education; which 
is the teaching of the student as a spiritual, 
physical, social, cognitive and emotional 
being. This is our greatest hope, at this 
time in this place, when many would say 
that faith and religion have no part in a 
secular world, let alone state sponsored 
education; Catholic schools manifest the 
positive, healthy and proper contributions 
that religion can make to our society. 
The practice of teaching children as 
complex beings, who are created in God’s 
image and are spiritual, is the difference 
between publically funded Catholic 
education and the publically funded 
secular system. There are a number of 
things that can be pointed out to support 
our approach. Student achievement, 
graduation rates, standardized test scores 
are all objective indicators. Many of 
our country’s leaders, Prime Ministers, 
Ministers, Premiers, MPs, MPPs, 
judges, etc. are the products of Catholic 
education.  

The less demonstrable but nonetheless 
compelling argument is that in a world in 
which the knowledge base is both growing 
and changing at a rate that will continually 
render information useless, providing 
students with enduring ethical and moral 

understandings will be the most valuable 
form of education. Catholic education 
seeks to equip each student with a moral 
compass that holds true north as being 
a reverence for human life and our 
obligation to act as stewards of God’s 
creation; it is our enduring gift to our 
children. Lastly, as our province focuses 
on the mental health of children and 
youth, it will become increasingly known 
that a contributing factor to good mental 
health and resiliency is a faith/spiritual 
life. Faith is good for kids, something that 
Catholic parents and educators have been 
saying for over 167 years. 

It is my obligation and yours to hold onto 
the pearl of great price, for the sake of 
those who have gone before us and most 
of all, for those who are to follow.

QueStIoNS to PoNder:

1. Many people reach to 
their faith in times of stress 
and dire need. What does 
a person who has no faith 
reach for? 
 
2. Not every person is artistic, 
athletic, academic, or social, 
yet we would never consider 
removing those elements 
from a students’ school 
experience.  Why shouldn’t 
the spiritual component of a 
young persons’ life be given 
equal value?

Hopes and Challenges: Pearl of Great Price

General Contracting, Roofing and Sheet 
Metal, Masonry, Woodworking and Interior 

Restoration 

Roof Tile Management is proud to have 
worked with the Diocese of London on a 

wide range of projects: 

St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, London

St. Justin, London

St. Mary, London

St. Patrick, London

St. Clement, McGregor

Holy Name of Mary, St. Mary’s

St. Joseph, Chatham

St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mount Carmel

St. Anne, Tecumseh

St. Patrick, Kinkora

St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg

and many others

Contact Us:
360 Gibraltar Drive  

Mississauga, ON L5T 2P5
905-672-9992
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Proudly serving the Catholic community since 1930

Our knowlegeable funeral directors will assist in all areas  
of bereavement, be it burial, cremation, pre-need or at need services.

John and Patrick Donohue, Doug Manners, 
Margaret Bloomfield and Lindsay Allan

362 Waterloo Street (at King) 
London, Ontario

519-434-2708 
www.donohuefuneralhome.ca
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The following is an excerpt from Bishop 
Durocher’s address to the Provincial 
Symposium on Catholic Education, May 
15, 2011. The complete text can be found 
on the website of the Assembly of Catholic 
Bishops of Ontario: 
www.acbo.on.ca

the three Skills required  
of a Catholic School teacher

I would like to say a word to our teachers. 
Each one of you is living your faith. Each 
one of you is loved by God. You may not 
accept everything the Church teaches or 
professes, you may feel uncomfortable 
with a particular position of the Church, 
you may feel indifferent to the Church’s 
mission. We have to remember that we 
are all committed to our personal growth; 
we are all entitled to be respected and 
supported in our personal development. 
But you chose to teach in a Catholic 
school. From a purely professional point 
of view it seems to me therefore that you 
need to acquire three essential skills to 
do your share in the new evangelization, 

whatever point you may have reached in 
your personal development.

The first skill every Catholic school 
teacher needs to acquire is the ability to 
understand what the Church is about, 
what its teaching and mission are. You 
might not agree with it, but you need 
to be able to at least understand it, and 
understand it well. Ignorance of the 
Church’s teaching and mission will 
seriously impede your professional role 
as a Catholic school teacher... at least 
as much as, for example, ignorance of a 
computer’s use would in any class in any 
school of our province. 

The second skill you need to acquire is the 
ability to express and convey the Church’s 
teaching to your students, whenever the 
occasion presents itself, in a positive, 
meaningful way. Again, you might not 
agree with it all, it might not speak to 
you personally, but as a teacher in a 
Catholic school, we need you to be able 
to accomplish this: to make the Church’s 
teaching known and understandable to 
your students... again, if you would allow 
me the comparison, just as you need to 

know how to integrate and explain the use 
of a computer in the learning activities 
you lead, even if you yourself are not a 
computer buff. 

Finally, each teacher in a Catholic school 
needs to acquire a third skill, which is to 
support and encourage students who have 
decided to embrace the Catholic faith 
and live according to the teachings of the 
Church. Young people and students who 
are committed to their faith have a strong 
need to be encouraged and celebrated by 
every teacher in a Catholic school. The 
challenge of remaining faithful to their 
convictions is already tough enough given 
the pressure of their peers who only heed 
the call of modern culture. They expect to 
receive from all members of the teaching 
staff a helping hand, a comforting voice 
and an encouraging mentor. 

To understand, to explain and to support: 
these three verbs summarize the basic 
skills that all teachers in a Catholic school 
need to acquire in order to fulfill their 
professional role as teachers. All of us 
who work with teachers must consider 

how best to help our teachers acquire and 
continually improve these three skills. 

What is more, all of us who are not 
teachers should also strive to acquire these 
same basic skills. We have no right to 
expect our teachers to be knowledgeable 
in the Catholic faith and to articulate it 
well if we ourselves are not able to do 
the same. And we all must do whatever 
we can to support our students who are 
trying to live a real relationship with our 
Lord Jesus Christ. This is the minimum 
required if our schools are to be centres of 
the new evangelization.

As a member of the Catholic community 
how do I support the enrichment and 
vocation of our Catholic educators?
 
As a Catholic educator how do I foster 
and strengthen my personal Catholic 
faith?
 
As a Catholic educator how do I foster 
and strengthen the Catholic identity of 
my school community?

Catholic Teachers: at the Crossroads of Faith Culture

By  Richard Corneil
Executive Director, Institute for Catholic 
Formation at St. Peter’s Seminary.

“But who do you say that I am?” This is the 
question that Jesus puts to Peter. It is difficult to 
imagine what it must have been like for Peter 
to stand face to face with Jesus and muster a 

response. When challenged by a question, often 
we turn to the wisdom of others for help with a 
response. Sometimes this wisdom is discovered 
buried deep within the pages of a book; at 
other times, it is only one Google search away. 
But Jesus’ question requires a different kind of 
search. Jesus is not really interested in our (or 
Peter’s) knowledge of what others have said 

about him. Rather, Jesus is calling us to search 
out an answer from within ourselves. Who do 
you say that I am?

Our ability to respond to this question is, in 
“Church-speak,” a matter of faith formation. 
In the Catholic Church, faith formation is not 
simply about knowing and agreeing with what 
the Church teaches. It is an invitation into 
seeing the world through the eyes of Jesus, of 
grappling with the basic questions of what it 
means to be human, and of sharing with the 
world actions that create communion with God 
and others.

Faith formation is an education of the head. 
All over our diocese, parishes are alive with 
different programs designed to support 
Catholics of all ages as they explore and come 
to a deeper understanding of their faith. But 
faith formation is also an education of the heart, 
and often we are moved to a more profound 
understanding of our faith through the example 
of others who live out their own faith with 
courage and credibility in their everyday 
lives. The entire church community is a living 
environment of faith formation and everyone 
shares in the responsibility of handing on the 
faith.

A personal commitment to faith formation is 
the catalyst for vibrant parish communities 
that are passionate about bringing Christ’s 
peace to all. It’s the spark behind St. Francis’ 
famous statement: “Go and preach the gospel. If 
necessary, use words!” 

Faith Formation: An Ongoing Education
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Catholic Teachers: at the Crossroads of Faith Culture
SPiriT DayS
One-day events designed to assist in the preparation of Grade 7 & 8’s for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Activities include interactive catechetical workshops, drama, testimonies and Eucha-
rist. A separate parents track is offered this year, which will support parents as the primary educa-
tors of their children.

Who: Gr. 7’s & 8’s preparing for Confirmation
When: 9:30 am-3:30 pm on:  October 15 in Woodstock  
     October 22 in Chatham
Where: Ecole Secondaire Notre Dame, Woodstock & Ursuline College, Chatham
Registration Fee: $20

24 HOUrS Of ServiCe 
Changing the world through works of mercy. Jesus tells us that when we feed the hungry, 
give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, take care of the sick, and visit the 
imprisoned, we care for Christ himself. When we live the works of mercy, we recognize the sacred-
ness of human life. Join King’s College, the University of Windsor Catholic Chaplaincy and the 
Diocese of London Youth Ministry Outreach on November 18. 

Who: Grade 10 through 12 students
When: Friday, November 18 
Where:  Assumption University, Windsor  
  King’s University College, London
Registration Information can be found at dol.ca under Family & Youth
Registration Fee: $25. There is a $5 discount if you bring in five clothing items as a dona-
tion to St. Vincent de Paul

MaSS Of CHriSM reTreaT Day & CCLC reUNiON
On Monday of Holy Week for each of the past three years, young people from across our diocese 
have come together for an afternoon retreat and participation in the Mass of Chrism. If you are 
between the ages of 17-22 come join us as we explore Holy Week. 

Who: those aged 17 -22 or have participated in CCLC
When: 1:30 pm – 9:30 pm Monday, April 2
Where: St. Michael’s Parish and St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, London
Registration Fee: $20

100TH aNNiverSary Of ST. PeTer’S SeMiNary 
yOUTH feSTivaL 
2012 sees the centenary celebration of St. Peter’s Seminary and on May 24, 2012 we will gather 
hundreds of young people from across the diocese to participate in a number of different activi-
ties. There will be a 3 on 3 basketball tournament, a meeting with the Bishop and a service project 
for newly Confirmed, choral recital, senior secondary school Philosophy Student Conference and 
evening banquet celebrating teenagers living lives of the Beatitudes. 

All activities will take place at St. Peter’s Seminary and registration information will be distributed 
via parishes and Catholic schools. 

CaTHOLiC CHriSTiaN LeaDerSHiP CaMP (CCLC)
In the Diocese of London we believe every young person has leadership potential. Whenever they 
use their God given gifts, leadership is happening. CCLC works to strengthen and encourage 
young leaders to embrace a future full of hope. At camp, young people experience 5 days and 4 
nights of faith, social justice and prayer in such a way that they build confidence and are strength-
ened as witnesses of hope in their families, parishes, schools and communities.

Who: Separate tracks for Gr. 9’s, 10’s, 11’s. 
New this year: a Counsellor in Training Program for Gr. 12’s
When:  Week One: July 2-6 
  Week Two: July 8-12, 2012
Where: Camp Sylvan, Parkhill 
Registration Fee: $190

Diocese of London Youth Ministry Outreach
 

The Diocese of London Youth Minsitry Outreach assists Christian Communities respond to the needs of young people and their families fostering their development as 
Catholic Christians and drawing them into responsible participation in the life, mission and ministry of the Church. Our efforts provide resources, support and events for 
adloscents. We assist parishes develop comprehensive strategies for youth ministry and support church and school leadership in their efforts to pass on the Catholic faith 
to the young peopel and their families.

For more information about these events and other resources please see www.dol.ca
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By  Fr. Tony Laforet 

our catholic education speaks 
about those who point the way 
to Jesus very much like John 
the Baptist who announced 
the arrival of the Messiah.  
catholic education is a voice 
which gives witness to Jesus 
the Messiah and fills the hearts 
of those who hungered to hear 
the truth.  

Growing up in the town of 
tecumseh, i was fortunate to 
be influenced and instructed 
by many dedicated teachers 
and support staff of our 
catholic schools who guided 
me by their knowledge and 

strong faith, (including my 
own parents who are now 
retired catholic teachers).  

one could not be prouder 
to call themselves a graduate 
of st. anne high school.  
There were so many teachers, 
which included a number 
of Ursuline sisters and a 
faith-filled principal in John 
staley, who were tremendous 
examples to me and many 
of these students.  They 
demonstrated the importance 
of our catholic faith as they 
unselfishly pointed the way to 
Jesus.  

in this milieu, school 
Masses were not held in 
the gymnasium but at the 
church.  The entire student 
population walked from the 
school on arbour street to st. 
anne church at the corner 
of tecumseh and Lesperance 
roads.  in those days, we 
often celebrated Mass in the 
chapel before the start of the 
school day when a priest was 

available.  

The catholic school 
environment even allowed 
several young men to openly 
consider a vocation to 
priesthood.  i was among 
these discerning young men 
who were inspired by the 
priests who often visited our 
catholic school.  Naturally, 
i was not surprised when i 
learned one of my former 
guidance counselors, Mike 
rovers, was ordained a 
permanent deacon in 2005.

eventually, i entered the 
seminary and found several 
priests in the diocese to be 
very supportive even after 
i left priestly formation.  
Despite my sudden departure, 
i discerned i was still called to 
ministry within the church.  i 
began my studies in theology 
as a lay student and during 
this time was guided by my 
spiritual director who pointed 
me in the direction of high 
school chaplaincy.

Upon my graduation in 1994 
and at the invitation of Bishop 
Gilles cazabon, i began this 
significant vocation in our 
catholic schools in timmins, 
at o’Gorman high school and 
three years later moved to the 
Niagara region to continue 
this powerful vocation among 
the young students for the 
next nine years.  

i never realized the influence 
my vocation as a high school 
chaplain had upon the 
students until i moved from 
st. francis secondary school 
in st. catharines to Notre 
Dame college in welland.  My 
years as a high school chaplain 
afforded me the opportunity 
to share my catholic faith 
with God’s young people and 
encourage them to follow in 
the ways of Jesus christ.

it was during a right to 
Life Mass where the school 
chaplains welcomed their 
students to participate, that i 
heard God speak to me again; 

calling me to return to the 
seminary.  

My pastoral years in tilbury 
and sarnia, gave me the 
opportunity to prepare the 
Grade two students in our 
catholic schools for the 
sacraments of reconciliation 
and first communion and 
the Grade eight students (in 
sarnia) for confirmation.  

Now ordained as a catholic 
priest as of april 30, 2011, i 
look forward to many more 
opportunities to direct our 
students and teachers in our 
catholic schools to follow 
christ as his disciples.  Just 
as i was a presence to the 
young people in our catholic 
schools as a chaplain, i hope 
to continue to be a presence as 
a priest in the catholic schools 
pointing way to Jesus.

Pointing the Way to Jesus: Catholic Education
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The Catholic School Boards 

serving the Diocese of London 

wish to thank all the parents, 

volunteers, parishes and community leaders 

for supporting Catholic education!

Brant Haldimand Norfolk 
Catholic District School Board 

322 Fairview Drive, PO Box 
217 Brantford, ON N3T 5M8

519-756-6505
www.bhncdsb.ca

Huron-Perth Catholic  
District School Board 

87 Mill Street, PO Box 70 
Dublin, ON N0K 1E0 

519-345-2440
www.huronperthcatholic.ca

London District Catholic  
School Board

5200 Wellington Road South
PO Box 5474

London, ON N6A 4X5 
519-663-2088

www.ldcsb.on.ca 

St. Clair Catholic District  
School Board 

420 Creek Street
Wallaceburg, ON N8A 4C4 

519-627-6762
www.st-clair.net

Windsor-Essex Catholic  
District School Board 

1325 California Avenue
Windsor, ON N9B 3Y6 

519-253-2481
www.wecdsb.on.ca

Conseil scolaire de district 
des écoles catholiques du 

Sud-Ouest
7515 prom. Forest Glade

Windsor, ON N8T 3P5
519-984-9227

www.csdecso.on.ca

Excellence in Learning, Living in Christ
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By  dan 
Moynhan

there is a 
popular 
reflection 
from Arch 
Bishop oscar 
romero which 
finishes with 
the following 

words: “We may never see the end 
results, but that is the difference 
between the master builder and the 
worker. We are workers, not master 
builders; ministers, not messiahs. 
We are prophets of a future not 
our own. this is what we are about. 
We plant the seeds that one day 
will grow. We water seeds already 
planted, knowing that they hold 
future promise. We lay foundations 
that will need further development. 
We provide yeast that produces 
effects far beyond our capabilities. 
We cannot do everything, and 
there is a sense of liberation in 
realizing that. this enables us to do 
something, and to do it very well.“ 
When this prayer is offered as a 
reflection upon parenthood, these 
words came seem both of great 
comfort and a serious challenge. 

they are comforting in that they 
acknowledge the reality that 
parents will be two of many who will 
have a great impact upon a child’s 
development. they are challenging 
in their call to take to heart the 
responsibility to lay the solid 
foundation upon which a child’s life 
is built.

In 2002 the National Study for 
Youth and religion and dr. Christian 
Smith identified the single most 
important influence on the religious 
and spiritual lives of young people 
is their parents. the research and 
our local experience identify parents 
as the most powerful teachers of 
faith to their children and teens; 
more powerful than any member 
of the clergy, youth minister or 
teacher and have a greater effect 
than any program or curriculum. So 
how do parents take the next steps 
of deepening their own faith and 
the faith of their household? What 
can be done in light of the speed at 
which life moves for many families?

the National Federation for Catholic 
Youth Ministry (NFCYM) has created 
this Family Faith Inventory to assist 
each of us identify our areas of 

strength as Catholic families and 
areas in which we would like to 
grow. You are invited to complete 
the Inventory and if you find it 
helpful, meet with a priest, deacon 
or lay minister to discuss your way 
forward. A complete listing of parish 
personnel can be found at www.
dol.ca and more information about 
Strong Catholic Families Strong 
Catholic Youth can be found on the 
same web site under the Family & 
Youth>Youth Ministry resources 
link. NFCYM has organized a host of 
other resources that can be found 
at www.nfcym.org/family/index.
htm. Should you wish to purchase 
the entire Family resource booklet, 
please contact fsilva@dol.ca for 
more information.

Family Faith Inventory

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S.
London, Ont.

519-432-9624

www.sunrisestainedglass.com

Heritage Quality
Restoration & 

Woodwork
•

Memorial 
Windows

•
Protective 

Storm 
Glazing
•

London’s 
Most Experienced 

Stained Glass 
Craftsmen

• Stained GlaSS •
Since 1979
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Step One: take a moment to consider each of the actions and attitudes listed below and  
apply a number which best describes how you currently expereince that area of family life. 

1 =  never, 2 = Very litte, 3 = Somewhat, 4 = Fairly often, 5 = All the time

Step twO: Identify two or three areas that you or your family would like to grow in over the next year.

Step three: Contact the priest, deacon or lay minister at your local parish to inquire as to  
how you may enrich these elements of your faith journey.  

You can also find more ideas, resources and opportunities for your family at www.dol.ca

eating dinner together is a priority in our family schedule 

Being Catholic is a significant part of our family identity 

we participate in social and community events at our parish (outside of 
Mass) 

religious art, images, and Bibles can be found throughout our home

Family & 
Community 

how well does our family 
recognize the sacredness of 
a family meal and discover 

God in the ordinary 
moments of family and 

parish life?

prayer & worship

Does our family recognize 
and embody the centrality of 

prayer in Catholic life?

we attend Mass as a family on a regular basis 

I pray on my own (outside of Mass)

pray together as a family (outside of Mass) 

Family members take turns leading prayer

we celebrate the seasons of the liturgical year (e.g. Lent) with special 
prayers, actions, & rituals

Special family occasions are marked with blessings &/or prayers 

Formation

how important is learning and 
growing in the faith?

I read Scripture on my own

we read Scripture as a family

we put a high value on learning more about our Catholic faith.

I participate in faith formation opportunities (e.g., classes, spiritual reading, and 
spiritual direction)

[pArent] I make sure my children/teens participate in faith formation 
opportunities (e.g. retreats, mission trips, etc.) 

Justice & Service

As individuals and as a family 
do we seek opportunities to 

perform works of mercy in our 
neighborhood, church or other 

organizations?

we discuss current events in light of the values and beliefs of our faith 

[pArent] I model discipleship (following Jesus) for my children &/or teens 

In our family, we talk about morality, and how to judge right & wrong 

I am involved in regular justice and service in the parish & wider 
community

[pArent] we expect our family members to be involved in parish ministry 
or service in addition to Mass and religious education (lector, usher, choir, 
vacation Bible school, etc.)

this Family Faith Inventory is protected by copy right and is to only be used by the people and institutions within the Diocese of London, Ontario. 
For those seeking more information regarding Strong Catholic Families-Strong Catholic Youth please contact the national Federation of Catholic 

Youth Ministry http://www.nfcym.org/

Family Faith Inventory
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Even if your parish is not signed up for ARISE,
there is still time to participate.
Workshops One and Two can be provided for
your parish team in time to participate in Workshop 
Three offered in September. 

The Training Workshops provide formation for all those
who will take a role in making ARISE Together In Christ 
a vibrant reality for their parish. As well as presenting 
the ARISE process, there will be practical advice and 
skills training.

This workshop will make sure that you and your       
parish are fully ready to implement the first season of 
faith sharing that begins the week of October 16th. 

Workshop Three: Facilitating Small Faith Communities
Training for Parish Teams and Small Faith Community 
Leaders

Monday, September 19, 7-9pm
Windsor/Essex Deaneries: Holy Name of Jesus Parish Hall, 
Essex

Tuesday, September 20, 7-9pm
London Deanery: Holy Cross Parish Hall, London

Wednesday, September 21, 7-9pm
Ingersoll Deanery: Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs, Delhi

Thursday, September 22, 7-9pm
Huron-Perth Deanery: St. Patrick Parish Hall, Dublin

Friday, September 23, 7-9pm
Sarnia Deanery: St. Benedict Parish Hall, Sarnia

Please Note: Due to the numbers expected to attend each 
session, we ask that you register for the session your parish 
team and leaders will be attending. 

There
’s sti

ll tim
e!
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Pilgrimage & SPecial intereSt 
tourS for 2012 & 2013:

aPril 17-29: Holy Land Pilgrimage (7 Hills)

may 7-19: Marian Pilgrimage to Fatima/
Lourdes/Santiago (7 Hills)

June 2012: Ireland and the Eucharistic 
Congress. 4 different packages. Check out our 
website for more details!

July 24-28: St. Brother André and Ste Anne 
de Beaupre

SePtember 28-october 7: Martyrs, 
Mystics, Saints and Sinners. Special interest 
tour of Italy with Prof. Becky R. Lee - Associate 
Prof. of Religious Studies - York University.

october: Holy Land/Jordan and Egypt

october: Shrines of Italy

Tour & Pilgrimage Opportunities
with 

travel merchant tours

For more information, 
please visit our website at 

www.worldwide.on.ca 
Email: george@worldwide.on.ca 

Phone: 1-888-667-8881 
or George Cifa at 519-225-2732 

tICo registration number 50016255

By Vicki and Mike Whelan

Knowing that we as parents are the 
primary educators of our children is 
one thing, but equipping ourselves to 
tackle this important responsibility 
is another. We all make the promise 
and commitment when we have our 
children Baptized into the Christian faith 
to educate them the best we can and 
prepare them for their future God given 
vocations. 

We believe that God enjoys challenges, 
as He had to work with us, as non-
educated, non-formed, “rookies in the 
faith”. We soon found out that if we were 
willing to say yes to God’s will, there 
would be no shortage of opportunities to 
grow and learn about our Catholic faith. 

Neither of us were educated in a Catholic 
high school and we both lived in families 
where education of our faith was not 
high on the priority list. So let’s say, 
we had a lot of work to do to educate 
ourselves before we could become 
credible “primary educators” for our 
children. 

Our first blessing in the Catholic faith 
came early in our journey, about ten 

months before we got married, with 
Vicki saying yes to participate in RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults). 
Knowing what we know now, we both 
agree that every “Cradle Catholic” 
should take part as a sponsor in the 
RCIA to learn, or re-learn our faith at an 
adult level. 

Soon after the RCIA program came 
the rich experience of participating 
in a Cursillo Retreat weekend helping 
both of us understand the importance 
of “study, action, and prayer” in our 
Catholic faith and what it means to 
be committed Catholic parents. This 
short course in Christianity proved 
to be a stepping-stone that lead us to 
numerous experiences within our parish. 
As we have been blessed with many 
opportunities to grow and experience 
our awesome faith over the years, our 
children have been watching and saying 
yes themselves. We have led by example 
and they have followed. Thanks be to 
God! 

Becoming involved in a wonderful 
Family Formation Catechism group 
of 70+ families over the last 12 years 
has been very fruitful for all of us and 
the friends we have met are an added 

blessing. 
Allowing 
that 
“village” to 
take part in 
educating 

our children certainly helps in raising 
our children in the faith. 

Small Faith Sharing Groups; Bible 
Study Groups; Courses at St Peter’s 
Seminary; Formation and Retreats 
through Opus Dei; Engagement 
Encounter Weekends; Daily Mass; 
Pure Life Weekend for Young Adults; 
Core Weekends; Mom’s Groups; 
Marriage Prep; Weekends; Sacrament 
of Reconciliation Prep. … These 
experiences and more have been very 
beneficial in helping us to become 
credible and caring primary educators 
for our children and others. We are 
not experts by far, but are better 
equipped than we were 23 years ago, 
and the journey continues. 

Point #461 of the Compendium 
of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church asks: “How are parents to 
educate their children in the Christian 
faith? Parents do this mainly by 
example, prayer, family catechesis and 
participation in the life of the Church” 

Question to ponder:
How are you being formed 
in the faith to become 
strong primary educators?

Parents Are the Primary Educators
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By Dave Savel, CA 
Episcopal Director of 
Administrative Services

2010 was another tough 
economic year for southwestern 
Ontario.  Recovery from the 
recession continues to be slow 
and many of our parishioners 
have had difficult economic 
times.  We cannot thank you 
enough for your continued 
support of your parish.  I pray 
that we will see a recovery soon.

This report is issued annually to 
all parishioners on the financial 
results of our diocese, parishes 
and diocesan cemeteries. The 
figures quoted below are taken 
from two sources; the audited 
financial statements and our 
internal records. I encourage you 
to take the time to review this 
report and to contact me if you 
have any questions.

Parishes

Parish collections declined to 
$30.4 million in 2010 versus 
$31.3 million in 2009.  Total 
parish operating revenues were 
however up in 2010 to $39.8 
million versus $37.8 million in 
2009.  The main reason for the 
increase in operating revenue 
was the tremendous success 
of our Haiti collection which 
increased our special collections 
from $0.9 million in 2009 to $2.6 
million in 2010.  Parish operating 
and ministry costs were down 
slightly which led to an increase 
in the parish operating surplus 
from $2.4 million in 2009 to 
$3.4 million in 2010.  These 

results are tremendous given 
the economic situation within 
our diocese.  Capital donations 
increased in 2010 to $7.1 million 
from $5.5 million in 2009.  
Proceeds from the sale of former 
church properties amounted 
to $0.6 million in 2010 versus 
$2.7 million in 2009.  Capital 
spending increased from $7.3 
million in 2009 to $9.8 million 
in 2010.  On an overall basis, the 
parishes had a net surplus of $1.2 
million, which was down from 
$3.4 million in 2009.

For the first six months of 
2011 our total parish Sunday 
collections are down 1.3% versus 
the same period in 2010.

Although the overall parish 
results were good, the results 
were not so positive at all our 
parishes. Of our 118 parishes 
and communities, 25 or 21%, 
incurred an operating deficit 
in 2010. This was actually an 
improvement over the 2009 
results in which 36 of the 118 
parishes incurred an operating 
deficit. Operating results 
include day-to-day receipts and 
expenditures such as Sunday 
offertory, ministry, outreach, 
salaries, utilities, and repairs and 
maintenance.

Under the Parish Reorganization 
Policy, we have standards 
established for assessing parish 
financial viability. In 2007 
this process was explained 
in a document entitled 
Financial Viability and Parish 
Reorganization. The diocese 
continues to work with those 

parishes that have been 
struggling financially to try to 
help them become financially 
viable.

The major capital projects (i.e. 
in excess of $100,000) in 2010 
were at 
•	 St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, 
•	 St. Leopold Mandic, Mary 

Immaculate and Holy 
Family in London

•	 St. Anne in St. Thomas
•	 St. Bernard in Waterford
•	 Holy Trinity in Woodstock
•	 St. Patrick in Kinkora
•	 St. Peter in St. Joseph
•	 St. Joseph in Stratford
•	 Our Lady of Mercy and 

Sacred Heart in Sarnia
•	 St. Ursula in Chatham
•	 Holy Trinity, St. Jerome and 

Corpus Christi in Windsor
•	 St. Simon and St. Jude in 

Belle River
•	 St. Joseph in River Canard 
•	 Ste. Anne in Tecumseh

At the end of 2010 our Parish 
Deposit & Loan Fund had cash 
of $1.1 million and short-term 
investments of $7.1 million. 
Through the first six months 
of 2011 the Fund continues to 
be fiscally healthy.  The Parish 
Deposit & Loan Fund functions 
essentially like a parish “credit 
union.”  Parishes with excess 
funds or those saving for a 
capital project deposit monies 
with the Fund and earn interest. 
Parishes in need of funding for 
capital projects can apply to the 
Parish Deposit & Loan Fund 
Committee to borrow. At the 
end of 2010, 35 parishes were 
in a loan position (i.e. owed 

money to the Fund) in the 
amount of $16.3 million; the 
average loan balance is therefore 
$465 thousand. 104 parishes 
had money on deposit with the 
Fund for a total of $23.6 million; 
the average deposit balance 
is therefore $227 thousand. 
The Fund is in a healthy cash 
position which has allowed 
the Building Commission and 
the Parish Deposit & Loan 
Fund Committee to approve a 
number of major projects for 
2011 including $1.2 million 
at St. Joseph in Stratford for 
restoration of the historic 
church, $1.0 million at St. Mary 
in Blenheim for a parish centre, 
$1.8 million for the diocese to 
complete a major overhaul of our 
diocesan office and $1.0 million 
for St. Andrew Kim Korean in 
London to purchase their own 
church.

I am also pleased to report that 
we will be building a new church 
in Woodstock.  Holy Trinity 
parish has been fundraising 
for a number of years now and 
just recently received approval 
from the Building Commission 
and the Parish Deposit & Loan 
Fund Committee to proceed.  
We will be going to tender over 
the winter and construction will 
begin in the spring of 2012.

diocese

I am pleased to report that we 
had an operating surplus of $2.4 
million in both 2009 and 2010.  
These surpluses were aided by 
strong investment markets in 
2009 and 2010 which resulted 

in investment 
returns of $2.4 
million in each of 
the past two years.  
The repetition of 
the $2.4 million 
figure is merely a 
coincidence.  These 
investment returns 
have helped our 
endowment funds 
(mainly Pentecost 
2000 – see end of 
report) to nearly 
recover from the 
$3.1 million loss 
incurred in the 
financial meltdown 
of 2008.  Our 
endowment funds 
provide a stream 
of income for the 
diocese to help 
fund operations.

At the end of 2010, 
the diocese owed 
$682 thousand to 

the Parish Deposit & Loan Fund. 
I am pleased to report that this 
loan has now been repaid in 
2011, well ahead of the original 
projected date of 2013. The 
Parish Deposit & Loan Fund 
debt was incurred to pay for our 
share (50%) of the Cathedral 
restoration.

The diocese continues to pay the 
price for our past sins related to 
sexual abuse. The price of course 
is high and can only be partially 
measured in financial terms. The 
spiritual price is far greater. The 
financial results noted above do 
not include expenses related to 
sexual abuse claims and sale of 
diocesan (non-parish) assets. 
We are selling off non-parish 
properties to pay for the cost 
of sexual abuse but in order 
to allow for an orderly sale of 
these assets we arranged a credit 
facility with the bank. This 
way we can avoid “fire sales” of 
property. As we sell properties 
or receive insurance proceeds 
we pay down the bank loan. 
The balance of this loan was 
$6.0 million at the end of 2010 
versus $8.2 million at the end of 
2009. At the end of June 2011 
the balance has increased to $8.8 
million. The debt is due August 
2013.  The plan for funding the 
costs of abuse was developed 
by the Integrated Financial 
Planning Committee, in 2007.  
This plan has been implemented.  
Diocesan senior management 
meets on a regular basis to 
review our financial projections, 
debt repayment and make plans 
for 2013 (and beyond), when the 
debt becomes due.

The vast majority of the cost 
of sexual abuse is a result of 
the actions of the late Charles 
Sylvestre. Although we expect 
insurance to pay a portion 
of these costs, the cost to the 
diocese is still very high. We 
are doing our utmost to make 
fair and reasonable settlements 
with victims of sexual abuse as 
quickly as possible. In addition, 
the diocese continues to pay 
for third party counseling and 
support for victims.

diocesan Cemeteries

In addition to our many parish 
cemeteries, there are cemeteries 
in Windsor, Sarnia and London 
managed directly by the diocese. 
In 2010 our diocesan cemeteries 
had revenues of $11.7 million 
versus $9.8 million in 2009. 
The main reason for the large 
increase in revenue was because 
of the implementation of HST in 

Daniel J. McNamara, LL.B.   Norman A. Pizzale, LL.B., LL.M.
200 Queens Avenue, Suite 220, London, Ontario   •   519-434-2174

“We are competent, experienced lawyers who offer personal, 
courteous service at reasonable rates.” 

Real Estate • Wills • Powers of Attorney • Estates 
Family Law • Collaborative Family Law • Employment Law 

Incorporations • Mediation • Small Business
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July 2010.  Prior to HST, cemetery sales 
were only subject to GST.  Many families 
made their final arrangements prior to 
HST, to save some money.  Revenues have 
decreased significantly in 2011.  In fact 
revenues have decreased by 53% for the 
first six months of the year, versus the 
same period last year.

One of the main financial goals of our 
diocesan cemeteries is to eliminate their 
debt. The debt balance was $6.8 million at 
the end of 2009. During 2010 we repaid 
$1.0 million so that the balance at the end 
of 2010 was $5.8 million. This debt was 
mainly incurred to construct mausoleums 
in Windsor, Sarnia and London. In order 
to repay the debt, it is essential for the 
cemeteries to earn annual surpluses. We 
have worked with our diocesan Finance 
Committee to develop a financial plan 
which we have been implementing.  The 
cemeteries earned a surplus of $2.2 
million in 2010, versus $1.5 million in 
2009.

The Ontario Cemetery Act governs how 
we operate our cemeteries. Whenever 
a pre-planned sale is made, the money 
must be invested with our trustee until the 
service or product has been provided. In 
addition, when a sale is made, a certain 
percentage of the money must be invested 
with our trustee to provide perpetual care 
and maintenance funding. For example, 
when a grave is sold, 40% of the money 
must be invested with the trustee. Interest 
and dividends can be withdrawn on the 
invested care and maintenance money but 
the rest of the money cannot be removed. 
At the end of 2010 we had $11.9 million 
(2009 - $10.5 million) invested with our 
trustee for pre-planned sales and we 
had $35.8 million (2009 - $32.3 million) 
invested in the perpetual care and 
maintenance fund. These funds provide 
income to help pay for the operating costs 
of the cemeteries.

Have you considered pre-planning your 
cemetery arrangements? Planning your 
cemetery arrangements in advance brings 
peace of mind to you and your family. 
Please consider pre-planning directly with 

one of our diocesan or parish cemeteries.  
At the same time we recommend you 
consider plans for your funeral Mass (i.e. 
church, readings and music) and make 
those plans known to your family.

Accountability & 
responsibility

Parishes must submit a financial report to 
the diocese annually. Whenever a priest 
move takes place we conduct a financial 
review at the parish. The nature of the 
review is limited but it does examine 
general financial records and controls. 
Generally every parish is reviewed once 
every five years.  In 2011 the diocese 
implemented a new internal audit 
program.  This program has been led by 
our Diocesan Audit Committee and is a 
much more comprehensive review than 
was able to be done in the past.

Our diocese has 
an administrative 
group reporting 
to Bishop Fabbro 
which relies heavily 
on the discipline 
and review of our 
plans and budgets 
by our Diocesan 
Finance Committee, 
chaired by Mr. Paul 
Dollar of Windsor. 
This committee 
is objective and 
comprised of people 
with significant 
expertise from 
across the diocese; 
it forms part of our 
internal control 
system to ensure 
that we make 
prudent financial 
decisions. The 
committee is a 
third party that 
is independent 
of administration which makes 
recommendations and gives advice 
when and where it deems necessary. 

It also has two subcommittees. The 
Investment Committee which oversees 
the investment of our cemetery trust 
funds, accumulated surpluses and our 
Pentecost 2000 endowment funds and 
the Audit Committee which oversees 
internal audit and meets with our external 
auditors, KPMG, to plan the audits and 
then review the financial statements and 
auditors report. These committees analyze 
our practices and policies, assess risks, 
and provide proactive advice.

Consistent with Goal #6 of our pastoral 
plan, our diocese follows sound business 
practices: we prepare an annual budget; 
actual results are compared to budget 
monthly; we have an annual external 
audit; we conduct reviews; we develop 
policies where needed, ensuring that 
decisions are made within a policy 
framework; and we strive to be 
accountable, prudent, and transparent 
with the donations that you give us.

New Cheque Signing Policy

For many years we have required two 
signatures on each 
cheque at the diocese 
but there had been no 
such requirement at 
our parishes. Effective 
2010 all diocesan 
bank accounts 
(parish, diocese, 
cemeteries, etc.) 
are now required to 
have two authorized 
signatures on each 
cheque, or any other 
banking document. 
All signing officers 
must be screened 
and approved by the 
diocese.

Parish Finance Committees

Canon (Church) Law requires each parish 
to have a Finance Committee. These 
committees provide an invaluable service 
for your parish. At the end of this report 
you will see the financial results for all 
our parishes along with the name of the 
Finance Chair for your parish.

New Policies for  
Construction & restoration

The Parish Deposit & Loan Fund 
Committee and the Building Commission 
have been working on revisions and 
updates to our policies for capital projects. 
Very soon a new policy will be issued.

donating securities (stocks, 
bonds, etc.)

Did you know that you can donate 
securities to the Church and receive very 
beneficial income tax treatment? Any 
accumulated capital gains will not be 
taxed and you will receive an income tax 
receipt for the current market value of the 
securities.

For example, let’s assume you own shares 
of a public company currently worth 
$20,000. You originally bought the shares 
for $10,000. If you sell the shares you’ll 
need to pay taxes on the capital gain. If 
you donate the shares to the Church you 
won’t have to pay any taxes for capital 
gains and you’ll also get an income tax 
receipt for $20,000 which you can use 
to reduce your taxes payable. We would 
be glad to assist you if you have any 
questions about this.
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Have you considered the Church in your will?

Please consider the Church when determining who the 
beneficiaries of your estate will be. As an example, you can name 
your local parish, the diocese, St. John the Evangelist Pension 
Fund Society (clergy pension) or the Seminary as a beneficiary. In 
2010 our parishes received $1.1 million from bequests whereas in 
2009 $136 thousand was received.

What happens to a church building if it is 
closed?

We have a process whereby we list the church building for sale 
through a real estate agent on the open market. We are very 
careful about whom we sell to and always place a restrictive 
covenant, registered on title, that limits the future use of the 
church building. The restrictive covenant basically states that 
the church cannot be used for any purpose that is contrary to 
Roman Catholic faith, teachings or beliefs. All liturgical items are 
removed.

The proceeds from the sale go to the parish that now becomes 
responsible for the spiritual care of the parishioners of the closing 
parish. For example, when St. Philippe in Grande Pointe was sold 
the proceeds of the sale went 
to Immaculate Conception 
in Pain Court and to St. 
Philippe Cemetery.

Pentecost 2000 
funds: How are they 
doing?
The diocese held a major 
fund raising campaign in 
1989-94, called Pentecost 
2000. Its purpose was to 
establish endowment funds 
for the seminary, cathedral, 
and diocesan programs. The 
parishioners of our diocese 
responded very generously to 
to this campaign.

The funds have been 
prudently invested according 
to investment policies and 
goals established by our 
Investment Committee 
with the assistance of our 
investment advisors. In 
accordance with a policy established by our Finance Committee, 4.25% is paid out annually to fund the seminary, cathedral, and diocesan 
programs. The 4.25% payout policy was developed to preserve the purchasing power (inflation protection) of the endowment funds and prevent 
wild swings in the amount paid out. Whether we earn 12% or lose 2%, we still pay out 4.25%. The excess income (above 4.25%) was reinvested in 
the endowment funds to provide for increasing payout amounts in the years to come to keep pace with inflation.  In 2010 the pay out rate policy 
was reduced to 4.25% from the previous rate of 4.75%, to better reflect the expected long-term real (i.e. net of inflation) rate of return.

The financial “meltdown” of 2008 resulted in substantial “paper losses”. In 2008 our gross return on investment was a loss of 19.3%. Thankfully 
we had a good rebound in 2009, earning 19.4% and 2010, earning 11.7%. One might think we’ve therefore recovered all we lost but that is not 
quite true since the return in 2009 and 2010 was on a smaller capital base due to the 2008 losses and we continued make withdrawals, to fund 
operations. Our 5-year annualized return was also greatly impacted by the “meltdown” resulting in a 2010 return of 4.2% versus 4.5% in 2009.

At the end of 2010 our endowment funds were invested in a diversified portfolio as follows:

Canadian equity  34.6% 
Non-Canadian equity 19.8% 
Fixed income  39.0% 
Hedge   6.6%

The original endowment balance from the 
campaign was $15.3 million. 

The figure at the right shows, at December 31, 
the Pentecost 2000 balances held in trust by the 
diocese.

Finance Committee
Paul Dollar (Chair) (Windsor)
Terry Crawley (Essex)
Kevin Doyle (Chatham)
Stephen Goettler (Dublin)
Barry Hogan (Sarnia)
John Kavelaars (Glencoe)
Teresa McCoomb (London)
Rev. John Pirt (London)
Peter Regier (London)
Sam Romano (Windsor)
Rev. John Sharp (London)

Investment 
Committee 
John Craven (Chair) (London)
Kevin Doyle (Chatham)
Barry Hogan (Sarnia)
Charles Spina (London)
 
Audit Committee 
Terry Crawley (Chair) (Essex)
Tom Boone (London)
Harvey Gleason (London)
Greg Hogan (Sarnia)
John Ianozzi (Point Edward)

Building Commission
Phil Arnsby (London)
Robert L’Ecuyer (Grande Pointe)
Joe Liebregts (St. Thomas)
Rev. Terrence McNamara 
(London)
Rev. James Roche (Windsor)
Rev. Robert Rocheleau (Essex)
Rev. Eugene Roy (Tecumseh)
Director of Liturgy

Parish deposit &  
Loan Fund 
Committee
Rev. Adam Gabriel (St. Thomas)
Frank Kennes (Strathroy)
Jim McLandress (Chatham)
John Mockler (London)
Tom Mulligan (London)
Rev. Gilbert Simard (Ingersoll)Thank you Larry Brennan! Congratulations Larry on your retirement as episcopal Director of administrative 

Services. you faithfully served Bishop fabbro, Bishop Sherlock, our parishes and the Diocese for 22 years. you will be 
missed.  We pray that you and Moira will have many years of happy retirement together. We’re better for seeing you!
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2010 Parish and Catholic Community Financial results

St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg Betty Federico 639,602 616,297  23,305 
Our Lady of Sorrows, Aylmer Rob De Leebeeck 198,486 191,496  6,990 
Sts. Simon and Jude, Belle River Mary Jo Battaglia 713,686 685,178  28,508 
St. Mary, Blenheim Annie Timmermans 254,825 247,861  6,964 
St. Michael, Brights Grove Patrick O’Malley 291,588 237,944  53,644 
St Ambrose, Brussels Richard Kular 62,442 47,562  14,880 
Blessed Sacrament, Chatham Dan Blonde 528,199 525,358  2,841 
Our Lady of Victory, Chatham Jan Rekas 92,517 91,578  939 
St. Agnes, Chatham Chris Foster 307,994 285,181  22,813 
St. Joseph, Chatham Gerry Murphy 379,526 371,194  8,332 
 & James Campbell 
St. Ursula, Chatham Sandra Mailloux 325,223 305,417  19,806 
Visitation, Comber Larry Gagnon 482,302 435,928  46,374 
St. Joseph, Corunna Rod Fraser 228,900 189,730  39,170 
St Ladislaus, Courtland Eugen Bauer & Mary Szucsko 63,932 60,544  3,388 
Sacred Heart, Delaware Ted Sinclair 205,285 195,400  9,885 
Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs, Delhi Ken Loncke 338,375 292,840  45,535 
St Casimir, Delhi Vacant 13,831 13,760  71 
St Patrick, Dublin Joe Looby 149,517 131,920  17,597 
Holy Name of Jesus, Essex Terry Crawley 544,092 432,654  111,438 
Precious Blood, Exeter Jim O’Toole 125,455 100,148  25,307 
St. Christopher, Forest Jeannette Tidball 176,497 152,243  24,254 
St. Charles Garnier, Glencoe John Kavelaars 109,579 84,691  24,888 
St Peter, Goderich Brenda Teichert 416,836 368,949  47,887 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Grand Bend Linus Kuntz 120,042 126,442  (6,400)
St. Anthony of Padua, Harrow Vacant 192,544 179,351  13,193 
Sacred Heart, Ingersoll Daniela Desylva 327,518 273,959  53,559 
St. John de Brebeuf &  Bill Orawski 244,716 199,560  45,156 
Companions, Kingsville
St Patrick, Kinkora Liz McLaughlin 141,423 129,952  11,471 
Good Shepherd, Lakeshore Dennis Drew 794,504 715,669  78,835 
Sacred Heart, Langton Don Chechak 244,669 255,329  (10,660)
Sacred Heart, LaSalle James LeBlanc 541,699 526,610  15,089 
St. Paul, LaSalle John Hodgins 230,911 196,021  34,890 
St. Michael, Leamington Joe O’Neill Sr. 737,746 712,705  25,041 
St. Joseph, Listowel Vacant 136,970 125,239  11,731 
Christ the King, London Vacant  No report received 
Holy Cross, London Manuel Ventura 247,252 219,173  28,079 
Holy Family, London Matt Duffy 1,195,894 1,113,559  82,335 
Mary Immaculate, London Mike Pietraszko 511,952 513,692  (1,740)
Our Lady of Czestochowa, London Barbara Gutowska 514,519 491,482  23,037 
Our Lady of Holy Rosary Tu Nguyen 2,542 1,652  890 
Vietnamese, London
Our Lady of Siluva Lithuanian, London Ruta Juodis & Romas Mitalas 21,213 21,694  (481)
St. Andrew Kim Korean, London Joseph Chung 121,658 152,194  (30,536)
St. Andrew the Apostle, London Jim Austin 224,653 217,163  7,490 
St. Francis of Assisi Hispanic, London  Benicio Angel 161,025 146,590  14,435 
St. George, London Bill Strybosch 768,072 686,575  81,497 
St. John the Divine, London John Gunn 480,225 391,388  88,837 
St. Josephine Bakhita unknown 3,990 1,909  2,081 
African-Caribbean, London
St. Justin’s, London Joe Martinelli 739,890 737,642  2,248 
St. Leopold Mandic, London Milan Jurkovic 128,217 131,361  (3,144)
St. Martin of Tours, London John Jevnikar 325,706 314,444  11,262 
St. Mary, London Mike Pepe 342,818 278,636  64,182 
St. Michael, London Michael Flynn 870,049 816,041  54,008 
St. Patrick, London Paul Samuel 395,288 396,326  (1,038)
St. Peter Cathedral Basilica, London Chris Halls & James Vollmer  1,147,117 1,103,889  43,228 
St. Stephen of Hungary, London Laszlo Szabo 37,540 50,376  (12,836)
Ste. Marguerite D’Youville, London Rosella Cox 34,866 36,425  (1,559)
St. Patrick, Lucan Michael Arts 178,800 192,034  (13,234)
St. Mary, Maidstone Gerry Fraser & Tim Hebert 236,015 203,916  32,099 
St. Clement, McGregor Pat Coughlin 208,224 194,317  13,907 
St. Patrick, Merlin Bob Gevaert 146,038 123,267  22,771 
St Vincent de Paul, Mitchell Chad Verberne 104,100 100,740  3,360 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mount Carmel Jim O’Toole 145,905 105,309  40,596 
Immaculate Conception, Pain Court   Linda Lachapelle 265,573 251,470  14,103 
Sacred Heart Parish, Parkhill Kathy Hendrikx 113,339 106,163  7,176 
Star of the Sea, Pelee Island Robert Ross 7,395 4,710  2,685 
St. Philip, Petrolia Tim Fugard 274,038 249,779  24,259 
St Cecilia, Port Dover Sam Magro 132,787 130,611  2,176 
St. Michael Parish, Ridgetown Walt Spence 190,925 215,191  (24,266)
St. Joseph, River Canard Frank Robinet 344,717 321,004  23,713 
Our Lady of Mercy, Sarnia Rob Kardas 432,251 370,482  61,769 
Parioisse St-Thomas D’Aquin,  Maurice Coulombe 153,882 160,654  (6,772)
Sarnia 
Queen of Peace, Sarnia unknown 125,885 133,938  (8,053)
Sacred Heart, Sarnia Charlie Oxley 514,114 535,363  (21,249)
St. Benedict, Sarnia Rob Kardas 424,614 380,331  44,283 
St James, Seaforth Lin Steffler 166,778 149,947  16,831 
St Mary, Simcoe Geoff Saldanha 319,885 269,770  50,115 
St Peter, St. Joseph Dave Durand 84,982 80,151  4,831 
Holy Name of Mary, St. Mary’s Christina Kerekes 243,164 222,188  20,976 
Holy Angels, St. Thomas Dennis Collins 425,739 376,905  48,834 
St. Anne, St. Thomas Ray Xuereb 539,791 485,372  54,419 
Immaculate Conception, Stratford Larry McCabe 214,704 223,730  (9,026)
St Joseph, Stratford Michael Dack 786,251 746,098  40,153 
 & Mary Kay Lobsinger
All Saints, Strathroy Joe Czernai 437,295 439,791  (2,496)
St. Anne, Tecumseh Vacant 762,540 763,144  (604)
North American Martyrs, Thamesville unknown 168,842 133,629  35,213 
Thamesville

St. Francis Xavier, Tilbury Greg Belanger 315,339 345,613  (30,274)
St. Peter Parish, Tilbury Gary Verslycken 133,113 79,110  54,003 
St Mary, Tillsonburg Teena Stetler-Mendonca 444,634 453,957  (9,323)
Holy Redeemer Cluster,  Peter Hensel, 716,182 612,618  103,564 
Wallaceburg/Port Lambton Margaret Gurd & 
 Joe Vandenbogaerde

St Bernard of Clairvaux, Waterford unknown 141,907 136,402  5,505 
Our Lady Help of Christians, Watford Nancy Kremer 151,996 144,704  7,292 
St. Mary, West Lorne August Sacher 146,801 145,095  1,706 
Assumption, Windsor Ron Reddam 742,240 1,094,086  (351,846)
Blessed Sacrament, Windsor Sandra Morgan 127,218 131,202  (3,984)
Corpus Christi, Windsor Matthew St. Louis 711,605 612,345  99,260 
Holy Trinity, Windsor Tony Blak & Adam Pawlowicz 349,586 326,679  22,907 
Immaculate Heart, Windsor Anna Mancini 232,075 265,425  (33,350)
Most Precious Blood, Windsor Georgette Lefaive 599,393 588,618  10,775 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Windsor Kerry Brode 458,139 543,327  (85,188)
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Windsor Joseph Bezaire 653,779 608,402  45,377 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Windsor Dana Taylor 315,851 335,731  (19,880)
Our Lady of the Atonement, Windsor Dan Dumouchelle 503,244 393,758  109,486 
Paroisse St-Jerome, Windsor Euclide Belanger 230,501 204,934  25,567 
San Juan Diego of Guadalupe Lourdes Ramirez 11,779 18,400  (6,621)
Hispanic, Windsor
St. Alphonsus, Windsor Michael Ricketts 289,283 278,360  10,923
St. Angela Merici, Windsor Vacant 886,427 714,640  171,787 
St. Anthony of Padua, Windsor Darryl Quimby 40,749 29,164  11,585 
St. Francis of Assisi, Windsor John Ulukovic 631,477 643,870  (12,393)
St. John Vianney, Windsor Gerry Drouillard 511,290 491,933  19,357 
St. Michael, Windsor Frank Reidl 58,316 49,406  8,910 
St. Philippe & St. Anne unknown 101,713 77,311  24,402 
Vietnamese, Windsor
St. Theresa, Windsor Dorothy Denomme 293,182 283,356  9,826 
St. Vincent De Paul, Windsor Joe McTaggart 174,249 238,304  (64,055)
Sts. Cyril & Methodius, Windsor Marion Kulka 138,978 130,718  8,260 
Sacred Heart, Wingham Wayne Waechter 125,140 84,638  40,502 
St John the Evangelist, Woodslee Gerald Tracy & Gerry Fraser 212,950 153,313  59,637 
Holy Cross, Woodstock Mitch Jaszczur 87,508 87,884  (376)
Holy Trinity, Woodstock Edward Thorn 651,143 565,006  86,137 
St Boniface, Zurich Ted Soudant 158,620 155,331  3,289 

Parish/Catholic Community Finance Chair(s)  Revenues   Costs   Surplus  
(sorted by city)    (Deficit)

Parish/Catholic Community Finance Chair(s)  Revenues   Costs   Surplus  
(sorted by city)    (Deficit)

See an error or omission? Email hjulien@dol.ca. Thank you.
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It takes two!
*certain restrictions apply - call for full details

Pre-plan
together, 

today

Regardless of age, pre-planning your cemetery arrangements 
together simply makes sense - financially and emotionally.

Contact your area Catholic Cemetery today. 
Find out how easy pre-planning can be with available interest-free payments*


