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By Fr. John Comiskey
 
An iconic photograph now being used 
as part of vocations promotion for the 
diocese of London depicts a scene from 
D-Day-minus-1 in 1944. In it, a priest is 
celebrating Mass on the hood of a jeep, 
surrounded by soldiers of every rank 
preparing for what would be the famous 
allied invasion. While the exact details of 
the invasion would be unknown to most 
of them – they simply knew they would go 
into battle the next day – their preparation 
included going to Mass and receiving Holy 
Communion. For some, it would be the 
last Mass they would attend, and it would 
be the last battle they would fight, as they 
would spill their blood and give their 
lives for freedom, justice, and peace in the 
world.

The priest was Father Michael Dalton of 
the diocese of London. He was one of 
fifteen from the diocese who served as 
chaplains during the Second World War, 
some overseas throughout the campaign, 
others with regiments in Canada. In 

various ways they ministered to the 
spiritual needs of soldiers and support-
workers throughout that horrible time, 
and in the years that followed as some 
continued to minister to our wounded. 
Father Dalton’s diary allows us insight into 
the work of these chaplains, providing a 
picture of their dedication in the face of 
horror, and their awe in the face of valour.

We also have a special glimpse into events 
from WWI. Bishop Michael Fallon, our 
fifth bishop, was asked by the Government 
of Canada to serve as a liaison with 
chaplains. He faithfully chronicled his 
visit to the theatre of war as he met and 
encouraged those serving the troops. His 
diary and photographs – from various 
places where battles raged to the first 
places where Canadian soldiers were 
buried – are treasures that contain many 
stories of valour and sacrifice. 

The ministry of these chaplains represents 
just one fragment of the contribution 
made by people from across the diocese 
in times of 

war since Confederation: the First World 
War, the Boer War, the Second World War, 
the Korean War, various peace-keeping 
missions, and lately the Afghanistan War. 
Their stories are numerous, including 
those of the people of the former Holy 
Rosary parish in Windsor, earlier known 
as Our Lady of the Lake parish. They kept 
a scrapbook of the 408 men and women 
from their parish alone who served in 
WWII, indicating clearly with white 
crosses, those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice. Other parish rosters include the 
names of hundreds of men and women 
from every corner of the diocese who 
answered the call to serve “King and 
Country,” the most recent of these being 
Trooper Mark Wilson of Mary Immaculate 
parish in London, who died while fighting 
in Afghanistan.

Yet, in doing so, while defending the 
values associated with democracy, 
freedom, justice, and peace, in their hearts, 
these men and women – chaplains and 
soldiers alike – knew they also served 

God, who taught us that “greater love no 
one has than to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends” (John 15:13). For this reason, 
their names are written not only in records 
somewhere of the Department of  National 
Defence, but also in the Book of Life. 

Remembrance Day 2014 had great 
significance, as this year marks the 100th 
anniversary of the start of WWI and the 
75th anniversary of the start of WWII. 
The national war monument in Ottawa, 
first dedicated on 11 November 1939 
by King George VI, was rededicated by 
his granddaughter, the Princess Royal, 
Princess Anne, to commemorate conflicts 
and wars not previously inscribed, namely 
in South Africa and Afghanistan. More 
sobering, though, were the recent events 
of soldiers being killed on home soil, 
including one while he stood guard at 
that war memorial. In remembering all 
these brave men and women, we dedicate 
ourselves to the same causes of freedom, 
justice and peace. We will remember 
them!
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By Deb Majer, Archivist

Starting in the fall of 1915, Bishop Michael 
Francis Fallon, fifth bishop of the diocese 
of London, represented the Catholic 
hierarchy to the Canadian government 
regarding the provision of chaplains 
during the First World War. In May 1918, 
the latter position lead him to England 
and France at the request of the Canadian 
government. During the four months 
abroad Bishop Fallon wrote, in great detail, 
what he witnessed, with whom he met, 
scenes and descriptions of the War, the 
status of Canadian soldiers, issues relating 
to the diocese and Canada, a trip to Rome 
to meet the Holy Father, amongst many 
other fascinating accounts.

Digitizing Bishop Fallon’s “Diary of Visit 
to Canadian Army in England and France”, 
nearly 100 years after the last diary entry 
was written, could not be timelier as 
Canada and the international community 
commemorates the start of the First 
World War. Canada’s contribution to the 
war effort, abroad and at home, can be 
witnessed by this personal and detailed 
account written by the “prelate in khakis”, 
as he was referred to by a newspaper 
reporter. 

The digitized diary, available online from 
the diocesan website (dol.ca), includes 
a few additional elements that directly 
relate and enhance the diary pages. 
Accompanying the 
228 page diary was 
a separate photo 
diary of images 
that correspond 
to exact entries 
from the war diary. 
These photos and 
postcards have 
been included into 
the main body 
of the digitized 
diary. Also inserted are newspaper 
clippings, relating to the bishop’s time in 
Europe, from Bishop Fallon’s personal 
scrapbooks. And lastly, there are pieces of 
correspondence which also relate to the 
affairs of the War and the bishop’s time 
away. 

Listed are excerpts from the War Diary:

May 19 - …11 p.m. – London’s worst air 
raid to date. About 11 p.m. the Maroons 
gave warning of the approval of the hostile 
air-craft. This warning was followed by 
police whistles “take to shelter”. The hum 

of the German airships was soon heard; 
searchlights streaked the sky, big guns and 
anti-aircraft artillery boomed forth, read 
and green signals flashed from our airships, 
pieces of shrapnel fell in the street in front 
of St. Michael’s Club and the heavens were 
alive with bursting shells. The effect was 
appalling and weird, the uneasy feeling 
being increased… 

May 22 - …Had lunch with General Dye…
he is commanding a Brigade. He spoke of 
fine work of Chaplains and of the spirit 
of self sacrifice and unselfishness of the 
men. He hates war. Its trials are beyond 
description but it’s the only way. He wished 
civilians could understand the sufferings 
and privations of the soldiers. His men had 
just come back after 56 days in the trenches. 
It was the first rest of the Can. Corp. in over 
a year and a half. 

May 23 – The meeting of Cath. Chaps. of 
Can. Corps. area to meet Bp. Fallon took 
place at the Officers Club Camblain l’Abbe. 
Orders had been sent to all the Divs. to 
provide transportation for their Chap. All 
the Chaps. of the Corps. were present except 
Father Fartier)

May 25 - …The absolute ruin and 
desolation from this point on defies all 
description. Bully-Granay, Cite de Jeanne 
D’Arc, and Lievin were once flourishing 
towns. The two last have been shelled 
and bombed and smashed in a way that 

must be seen to be 
realized. Houses, public 
institutions, churches, 
railway stations and 
equipment are such a 
jumble of ruins as the 
worst combined fire and 
earthquake could not 
create. And yet right up 
here I found a dressing 
station fitted up like a 
modern Hospital and 

ready to receive the wounded.

May 28 – …Leaving the motor at 
the Cross Roads, beyond wh. it was 
forbidden to take it, we walked 
across Vimy Ridge. Even now it is 
covered with shell holes and craters so 
numerous as to make passage almost 
impossible. How the men advanced 
over it in the round of afire is beyond 
understanding. But they did so in 
the face of hostile fire and to their 
imperishable glory. 

May 28 – I walked through the long 

lines of Canadian 
graves and read 
many familiar 
names on the 
little crosses 
at the head of 
each grave. The 
thought that 
ran through 
my mind, as I 
knelt to say a 
de profoundis, 
was mainly of 
the thousands of 
people at home 
who would have 
given so much for 
the consolation 
of looking on the 
last resting place 
of their loved 
ones out here in 
France. 

May 30 - …A 
strange fatalism 
seems to have 
settled down 
on the civilian 
population. Men 
and women are 
at work in the 
fields of the war 
area as though 
[…] peace 
prevailed. One 
old farmer had 
his wife killed by 
a shell; he took 
her off, buried 
her and returned 
the same day to work on his farm. 

June 2 - …Had my dinner d’adieu with 
General Currie to-night at Chateau 
Briais. The after dinner talk was amazing. 
The frankness of the Corp. Commander 
took my breath away…I continued “we 
are outnumbered?” “Yes” he answered 

overwhelmingly outnumbered in some 
places, and outnumbered everywhere! 

June 12 - …6 p.m. Had a half hours talk 
with Sir Robert Borden in his rooms in 
the Savey Hotel. I first expressed my great 
admiration for and my pride in Canada’s 
efforts in this War. Everything I had seen in 
France tended to arouse these sentiments.

Online Exhibit: Digitizing 
Bishop Fallon’s War Diary

“All around the fields 
were red with poppies 

and I realized for the 1st 
time why Col. McRae had 
written ‘poppies bloom’ 

in Flanders fields.”
- May 25, 1915 diary entry 



By Tiffany Champagne

“It is for his service to mankind that we 
name him Citizen of the Week. For Service 
with the Forces six-and-a-half years, we 
name him Veteran of the Year.”

Windsor’s CKWW Radio gave Major 
Reverend Michael J. Dalton this glowing 
praise the week of June 11, 1967. Fr. 
Dalton served the Windsor community 
for decades, and as this praise shows, 
Windsor’s Catholic community was 
grateful for it.

Born in 1902, the son to Morgan and Mary 
Dalton, Fr. Dalton attended school first 
in Kingsbridge, then later in Assumption 
College in Windsor. Attaining his B.A. 

from the University of Western Ontario 
in 1928, he then attended St. Peter’s 
Seminary. His education at the seminary 
concluded with his Ordination by the 
Most Rev. Denis O’Connor, on May 21, 
1932. He became active in Windsor early 
in his priesthood, first becoming an 
assistant at Holy Name of Mary, a position 
he held for four years. During this time 
he was active in the Windsor community, 
and renowned for his work with children: 
Catholic and non-Catholic alike came to 
Wilson Park to learn football, baseball, and 
hockey. He then served at St. Alphonsus 
Church, also in Windsor, for three-and-a-
half years. 

Fr. Dalton’s military service began as early 

as 1939, and he served for the 
duration of World War Two. 
He enlisted as chaplain almost 
as soon as war was declared, 
sending Bishop Kidd a note 
saying, “If you are called upon 

to furnish Chaplains for the Service, I shall 
be ready – on land or sea or air.”

He became a member of the Essex 
Scottish Infantry, one of the first clergy 
from Southwestern Ontario to do so. His 
battalion later participated in the push 
through France, Belgium, Holland, and 
Germany, experiences that Fr. Dalton 
dutifully recorded in his war diary. A 
notable highlight of his career came 
on June 2, 1943, where King George 
VI presented Fr. Dalton with the Most 
Excellent Order of the British Empire 
in Buckingham Palace. Fr. Dalton was 
the first Catholic priest to be granted 
the O.B.E., and this honour reflects the 
strength and dedication of his service.

Fr. Dalton’s personal war diary, held in the 
diocesan archives, is a rare glimpse at his 
life in uniform. Though a biography may 
give the details of his life, his own words 
capture the varied experiences of wartime 
far better. The diary is notable for its 
length, as well as its depth, providing his 
unique insights into the war, his reflections 
on life, and many other anecdotes that 
can often go overlooked. As this year is 
the centennial of the First World War, this 
reminder of the bravery, and sacrifices, 
made by our men and women in uniform 
is all too pertinent. 

Fr. Dalton’s post-war life was again spent 
in Windsor and the surrounding area. 
He was pastor at Most Precious Blood 
starting in 1947, and from 1953-1959 
he was priest at St. John’s Church in 
Woodslee. To commemorate the twenty-
fifth anniversary of his ordination, in 1957, 
Fr. Dalton received the Order of Alhambra 
from the Knights of Columbus – the only 
living man to receive honours from them.

Blazing a Trail in the Woods:  
Fr. Michael Dalton and his wartime experiences

WWII Clipping Found in 
Dugout 
By Deb Majer, Archivist

When asked, what is the most unique 
or valuable item housed in the diocesan 
archives, one document stands apart from 
the rest. It is a newspaper clipping of Bish-
op Fallon, seated with Catholic Canadian 
Chaplains, while the bishop was touring 
France and England in 1918. This docu-
ment, by no means, is neither the most 
valuable nor the oldest record in the ar-
chive. The clipping, itself, is in grave state 
and has been housed between two pieces 
of mylar for preservation purposes. “Found 
in dugout at or near Arras - France, July 
1918”, is written, in pencil, on the back.

This relic of WWI came into possession of 
the diocesan archives nearly 10 years ago 
when a former parishioner from St. Chris-
topher, Forest, was going through some 
personal contents. He discovered this frag-
ile document, which his father had found in 
a dugout while fighting in France. A letter 
to a local priest, along with the clipping, 
was sent and a request to have the clipping 
deposited into the seminary or diocesan 
archives was made. 

The letter reveals an honest and daunting 
account of WWI. It shares an emotional 
story of a young soldier, from Forest, who 
enlisted in the Canadian Forces, served 
with the Machine Gun Battalion, experi-
enced tremendous hardship, was gassed, 
was one of a handful that survived the 
gassing and then was sent back to Canada 
with the clipping in his personal posses-
sions. 

The letter accompanying the war-torn 
clipping brings to the forefront the unique 
cycle of existence of a single piece of pa-
per. How the clipping made it to a French 
trench is uncertain but from the moment 
the young soldier found it, its journey back 
to this diocese is one of extraordinary hap-
penings.

The letter and clipping can be found online 
in the Bishop Fallon’s WWI Diary, Section 2.
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Fragments of War 
By Deb Majer, Archivist

To some it may be a surprise that 
contents housed within the diocesan 
archives are more than relics and 
documents of a spiritual nature 
from the past. Many have come to 
know the archives as a valuable 
resource for genealogical research 
while others for academic and 
local history purposes. However, 

the portion of the collection which 
deserves much attention, and when 
material is revealed receives it, is that 
of the historic records and artefacts 
highlighting the diocesan response 
and contribution to World War I and 
II. This response was acted upon 
by the participation of our bishops, 
priests and parishioners.

When possible, records of the Wars 

have been made available digitally 
or through exhibiting. The records 
which have been collected and 
deposited in the archives, e.g., 
diaries, photographs, personal 
correspondence, prayer cards, 
travelling mass kits, posters, 
and scrapbooks, provide great 
witness and testament to the 
contribution this diocese made to 
the Wars. Unlike many other historic 
documents, the uniqueness of these 

wartime records is that the scope of 
interest is beyond the geographical 
boundaries of this diocese and 
attracts the nation as a whole and 
even beyond. Those who supported, 
enlisted, served and/or fought for 
our freedom did so to support this 
great country of ours. Our collection 
of stored memories housed in the 
archives contributes and enhances 
the monumental story of Canada’s 
War efforts.

Bishop Fallon preaching at an open air Mass to 1,500 
Canadian soldiers in London, England, June 23, 1918. 

Bishop Fallon (centre) visits with military officials and 
chaplains at the No.8 Canadian Stationary Hospital in 
St. Cloud, France, June 6, 1918.

For “King and Country” poster: A list of 
men from St. Matthew’s Church, Alvinston, 
who enlisted and served in WWII.



Canadian Catholic Military Chaplains 
who served during WWII. Included in 
the photo is Fr. Mike Dalton (second 
row, third from right) and Fr. Thomas 
McCarthy (front row, third from left) 

who was a Lieutenant Colonel and 
organized the Roman Catholic Chaplain 

Services overseas. During WWI Reverend McCarthy 
became one of the first Canadian chaplains oversees 
and remained there until the end of the War.

Fr. McCarthy was awarded the Military Cross after 
serving time in WWI. The Military Cross citation reads, 
“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty during 
an attack. On two occasions he carried in wounded 
men under intense shell and machine-gun fire. His 
courage and gallantry were an inspiration to all.”

Banquet
Join us on Friday, February 27, 2015  

An evening featuring an Art Sale and Silent Auction 
with special Guest Speaker Leo Plue

Proceeds will support the L’Arche London Gathering 
Place Campaign

London Convention Centre (300 York Street)
Doors open at 5:15 pm - Dinner served at 6:15 pm

Tickets: $55 per person or $495 for a table of 10 
Tickets Available: In person at Centennial Hall Box Office | Phone: 519.672.1967 Toll Free: 1.888.999.8980  

Online: www.centennialhall.london.ca

L’Arche began in 1964, when 
humanitarian Jean Vanier 
established the first home in 
France. He aspired to create 
a model of alternative living for 
individuals with developmental 
disabilities. L’Arche London was 
founded in 1991, and currently 
operates 3 residential homes 
and a number of community 
programs.  

L’Arche is embarking on a 
$2.5 million campaign to build 
a Leed certified building, the 
L’Arche Gathering Place, to 
help respond to the needs of 
the more than 250 indivisduals 
with intellectual disabilities 
who long for a place to 
belong, and who are in need 
of service in the London area.

The Memorial 
Cross, the gift 
of Canada, 
was issued as 
a memento of 
personal loss and 
sacrifice on the 
part of widows 
and mothers of 
Canadian sailors, 
aviators and 
soldiers who died 
for their country 
during the war.
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By Deb Majer, Archivist

During the summer of 2007 contents were 
collected from Our Lady of the Rosary 
Church, Windsor as it was slated for 
closure. Among the contents collected 
from the historic church, which were to 
be transferred to the diocesan archives, 
was a scrapbook found in the rectory’s 
basement. The scrapbook contains 
biographical entries of 408 parishioners 
who enlisted to serve in the Second World 
War. 

The Our Lady of the Rosary World War 
II Scrapbook entries were created on the 
back of Ford Motor Company index cards 
and list: the name of the individual; age; 
battalion/unit identification number; 
marital status; name of spouse; number 

of children; parent’s names; and home 
address. Also included on many of the 
entries are facts of interest; a photo; 
military service information, i.e. years 
of service, location of service; a white 
cross for those who died while in service; 
references to information regarding 
historic military campaigns, i.e. D-Day, 
Invasion of Normandy; Battle of Dieppe; 
and newspaper clippings.

It remains uncertain who was responsible 
for collecting and compiling the 
information listed within the scrapbook. 
Upon viewing the digitized scrapbook 
entries, viewers will see the extent of 
organization, research and community 
effort that was put into creating this 
invaluable historic record. 

The Our Lady of the Rosary World 
War II Scrapbook is a community 
treasure for Windsor and also remains 
a national treasure for Canada. The 
extent of information listed for most of 
the individuals is remarkable and upon 
viewing the digitized pages viewers will 
find themselves engaged, entranced and 
even moved by the information and 
details provided from many of the entries.

In its current state, the scrapbook is too 
fragile for physical handling or public 
displays as the pages are deteriorating 
and the photos and index cards are losing 
their adhesion. In order to make this 
war record accessible for public viewing 
the scrapbook was digitized in its exact 
order. The pages are in alphabetical order 

however entries within each respective 
alphabetical grouping are not in any such 
order. 

Since the virtual exhibit went live in 
November of 2013 the media generated 
much coverage around the scrapbook. 
The CBC National, along with other local 
news agents, reported on the uniqueness 
of the scrapbook as well as it being a 
‘national treasure’. People from across 
Canada posted numerous comments on-
line highlighting the great value of such 
a precious record. To access the virtual 
scrapbook please go to the Diocese of 
London’s website at dol.ca.

Our Lady of the Rosary World War II Scrapbook

April: Italy & The Holy Land
May: Shrines of France

June: Shrines of Quebec

June: Medjugorje
Sept: Quebec Pilgrimage
Sept: Fatima & Lourdes



The Catholic School Boards serving the Diocese of London 
wish to thank all the parents, volunteers, parishes and community leaders

for supporting Catholic education!

Excellence in Learning, Living in Christ

Brant Haldimand Norfolk 
Catholic District School Board 

322 Fairview Drive, PO Box 
217 Brantford, ON N3T 5M8

519-756-6505
www.bhncdsb.ca

Huron-Perth Catholic  
District School Board 

87 Mill Street, PO Box 70 
Dublin, ON N0K 1E0 

519-345-2440
www.huronperthcatholic.ca

London District Catholic  
School Board

5200 Wellington Road South
PO Box 5474

London, ON N6A 4X5 
519-663-2088

www.ldcsb.on.ca 

St. Clair Catholic District  
School Board 

420 Creek Street
Wallaceburg, ON N8A 4C4 

519-627-6762
www.st-clair.net

Windsor-Essex Catholic  
District School Board 

1325 California Avenue
Windsor, ON N9B 3Y6 

519-253-2481
www.wecdsb.on.ca

Conseil scolaire catholique 
Providence

7515 prom. Forest Glade
Windsor, ON N8T 3P5

519-984-9227
www.cscprovidence.ca

Roof Tile Management is 
proud to have worked with 
the Diocese of London on a 

wide range of projects: 

St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, 
London

St. Justin, London

St. Mary, London

St. Patrick, London

St. Clement, McGregor

Holy Name of Mary, St. Mary’s

St. Joseph, Chatham

St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Mount Carmel

St. Anne, Tecumseh

St. Patrick, Kinkora

St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg

and many othersContact Us:
360 Gibraltar Drive, Mississauga, ON L5T 2P5

905-672-9992

General Contracting, 
Roofing and Sheet Metal, Masonry, 

Woodworking and Interior 
Restoration 

“I am bringing 
you good news of 

great joy for all the 
people”
Luke 2:10

Photo: Junior Jacasum (standing) 
and Liam Stephan at Christmas 

Day parade in Attawapiskat, 
Ontario. Photo courtesy of 

Diocese of Moosonee
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