
Future Directions for the People and Parishes of the Diocese of London
Families of Parishes

Growing Together as

Sacred Heart Parish, Ingersoll, Holy Trinity Parish, 
Woodstock and Holy Cross Polish Catholic 
Community, Woodstock. Two (2) priests will be 
appointed to serve this family, one (1) of whom 
must be Polish-speaking.

St. Mary Parish, Tillsonburg and Sacred Heart 
Parish, Langton, which includes St. Michael 
Church, Walsh. Two (2) priests will be appointed to 
serve this family.

Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs Parish, Delhi, St. Casimir 
Lithuanian Parish, Delhi, St. Bernard of Clairvaux 
Parish, Waterford, St. Mary Parish, Simcoe and St. 
Cecilia Parish, Port Dover. Two (2) priests will be 
appointed to serve this family.

Deanery of Ingersoll Families of Parishes:



June 4, 2017
Pentecost

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In an article about the early history of the Catholic Church in this part of Ontario, the following 

description of the state of the Catholic community then is given:

In 1842 there were only seven priests serving a modest and very poor 9,200 Catholics in 

what is now the Diocese of London. At this specific time this part of Canada West had five 

parishes, six mission churches and a number of mission stations at various crossroads 

throughout the Southwestern Ontario landscape.

Before churches or chapels were built, priests, who travelled by either horseback or on 

foot, would celebrate Mass at the homes of Catholic families and the sacraments were 

administered to the few families present. Oftentimes, it could be months before the priest 

would return. It was not uncommon that a missionary priest would complain to the bishop 

about their “no-cash” families, or congregation finding it very difficult to develop community 

because of the lack of financial resources. […] Yet despite everything lacking, these 

“pioneer” priests continued to carry on with the Good News and established the foundation 

for our diocese with great fervor and faith.

By 1856, when the Diocese of London was erected, the Catholic population had increased 

to 30,000. The new diocese had twelve established parishes and thirty-seven missions and 

mission stations, and these were served by twelve priests.

In the one hundred and sixty-one years since its founding, the diocese has grown both in its 

Catholic population and in the number of its parishes. Over these years, this local Church 

has sought to respond to various changes in Canadian society, but the one constant feature 

throughout has been, as it was in those first days, the proclamation of the Gospel and living 

out the call to be faithful disciples of Jesus.

Now, we are faced with new challenges, not unlike those faced by our forebears in the faith, 

to which we, like them, must respond with courage and trust in God’s abiding presence. And, 

as before so now, the mandate remains the same: to serve the Gospel mission Jesus has 

confided to us.

Recently, a bishop in Ireland stated about his diocese:

It is a daunting thought but with [current] demographic trends there is a clear sense that the 

strength of Catholicism and of belief in Jesus Christ in the [society] of tomorrow will depend 
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A message from our Bishop for all the 
faithful of the Diocese of London

to a great degree on us ― clergy and laity ― who form the Church in this large diocese today. We do not have the time to sit back in our old ways, or as cynical bystanders, or to dream of a time that will not return. We have to identify radical new ways of truly working together for mission and freeing priests to carry out their ministry effectively and with human fulfillment.
The Families of Parishes which I am announcing today are the first concrete step in our diocesan response to the new realities of our day. They are intended to foster a spirit of communion among the parishes and Catholic Communities which are a part of each family. From this communion, a deeper sense of mission will develop.
This model of parish organization will necessarily demand that we think no longer in terms of “our community only” but of “our communities together”. It will call for the leadership of the pastor and priests, working not alone but in collaboration with a varied pastoral team and lay leaders. What is more, each member, by virtue of his or her baptism, will have a part to play in order that the family might meet the spiritual needs of its members and serve the wider community, announcing to all the Good News of God’s immense, merciful love.The transition to our new way of being parish will be a gradual development. Not all Families of Parishes will be activated at the same time but only in stages over the next eight or more years. We will have our own “pioneers”, Families of Parishes which will be the first to move into this new model beginning in January 2018.  We will take the time we need to support these “pioneer” Families of Parishes. We will learn from their experience before other new families are established.

On the Great Feast of Pentecost, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Church and join in prayer that he will guide and strengthen us in our mission. These are days of transition for us, days when we move from what is familiar to something new; and times like these are always unsettling. Yet, as Pope Francis has said so often when inviting the Church to move out of itself and to live out of the Gospel:  “Don’t be scared, dare to have fabulous plans […], to dream, to have great ideas, to be builders of hope.”Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B.Bishop of London



What Comes Next?

June 2017

From the beginning of its planning, the Task Force on the Pastoral 
Care in the Faith Communities in the Diocese of London determined 
that as soon as the Families of Parishes were named two or three 

of these families would be designated as “pioneer” families.  These 
families would be immediately activated and begin to live the new model.  
Their experience in living and working with a family would provide 
valuable information and learning for the other Families of Parishes to be 
implemented in the years ahead.  Such a moving out into new territory 
would help pave the way for the other families by discovering the 
strengths of and challenges within the model and thus help to develop 
it more completely.

It is intended that the “pioneer” Families of Parishes will be engaged 
in this exploration of this new form of parish organization for at least 
eighteen months, its lived engagement with the model being constantly 
monitored and evaluated throughout that time.

Bishop Fabbro has decided that two “pioneer” Families of Parishes will 
be launched in January 2018.  These are:

•  The family of Our Lady, Queen of Martryrs Parish, Delhi, St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux Parish, Waterford, St. Casimir Parish, Delhi, 
St. Mary Parish, Simcoe and St. Cecilia Parish, Port Dover;
•  And the family of Blessed Sacrament Parish, St. Agnes Parish, 
St. Joseph Parish, St. Ursula Parish and Our Lady of Victory Polish 
Catholic Community, all in the city of Chatham.

The Families of Parishes having been designated, the next step in the 
process is for each of the parishes in a given family to come to know the 
others — each partner’s origins and story, strengths and weaknesses, 
plans and projects, challenges and needs.  The intent in this what 
might be called “Getting to know you” phase is to foster a sense of 
community even in the differences, to begin to build a relationship and 
trust, and eventually to cultivate a spirit of communion, whereby the 

family appreciates the call to share of themselves within, outside 
and beyond itself.

Gradually the communities within the family will be urged to share 
ministry and formation resources and eventually to undertake a 
project of mission beyond the family, one that all the parishes can 
share in equally — a project that is outward focused toward the 
larger Church or the larger community, and a project that benefits 
others beyond the parishioners or the parishes involved.

“The parish is the presence 
of the Church in a given 
territory [...] a sanctuary 
where the thirsty come to 
drink in the midst of their 
journey, and the centre 
of a constant missionary 
outreach.” - Pope Francis

As we embark on a 
whole new model for our 
parishes, we need to keep 
foremost in our minds 
the heart of our mission: 
the joyful proclamation of 
the Good News of God’s 
immense, merciful love.  
All of our efforts are to be 
oriented to this mission, 
directed to this mission, 
focussed on this mission. 
- Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, 
Bishop of London Contact us: 

Diocese of London, 
Attn: Task Force 
1070 Waterloo Street,
London, Ontario N6A 3Y2

Visit us:
taskforce@dol.ca
facebook.com/www.dol.ca
Twitter: @DOL_ca

“Pioneer” Families of Parishes


