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faith in Jesus is a journey in which i 
experience in a very personal way that, 
despite all my sins, i have received mercy. 
in his letter announcing the Jubilee 
year, pope francis has urged each of 
us to experience this great gift of god’s 
abundant, overflowing mercy: “how 
much i desire that the year to come will 
be steeped in mercy, so that we can go out 
to every man and woman, bringing the 
goodness and tenderness of god!” (The 
Face of Mercy, 5)

This message leads us to the heart of the 
gospel – to Jesus who went from town 
to town announcing the good news that 
god cares for all his children. The pope 
reminds us that the corporal and spiritual 
works of mercy are practical ways to 
observe the holy year:

Through these works of mercy we 
demonstrate that our faith in Jesus is 
genuine.

when i visit our parishes, i am always 
impressed at their commitment to our 
sisters and brothers in need. They support 
the st. vincent de paul society and 
take up collections for food banks and 
soup kitchens. They have a multitude 
of volunteers, too many to be counted, 
who visit home-bound parishioners, 
residences for seniors and those in 
hospitals and prisons. They offer assistance 
to single women who do not want to 
have an abortion, and they are involved 
in community programs, such as big 
brothers big sisters and meals on wheels. 
They collaborate with social agencies 
that are assisting the needy. They have 
development and peace groups and 
social justice committees dedicated to 
educating our people about current issues 
and empowering them to be active in 
social justice works and in care for the 
environment.

our parishes have been extremely 
generous in responding to the pope’s 
urgent plea that the world and our Church 
do more to address the refugee crisis 
caused by the war in syria and by unrest 

in other parts of the globe. many of our 
parishes have sponsored a refugee family. 
over the past year, the volume of requests 
handled by our refugee office has been 
four times greater than in past years. a 
few months ago, i attended a volunteer 
recognition event at our office in windsor 
and was overwhelmed by the number 
of committed volunteers. our refugee 
office would not be able to do the work it 
is presently doing without their help. This 
ministry has made it possible for parishes 
and other groups to sponsor overseas 
refugees, to welcome them and to provide 
them with stability here in our diocese. 
it enables us through our inland refugee 
program to assist those who find their way 
to our country. it is partnering with local 
organizations that are dealing with women 
and children who are victims of human 
trafficking.

The refugee office is only one of the 
outreach ministries of our diocese. our 
migrant worker ministry looks after the 
pastoral and spiritual needs of agricultural 
labourers who come from other countries, 
many of whom are in our diocese for most 
of the year, and assists them in securing 
the social services that are available to 
them. we have a vibrant youth ministry 
office which accompanies our young 
people in their faith journey and prepares 
them for leadership in our Church and 
in society. we have a ministry of pastoral 
Care which provides ordained and lay 
ministers to serve in hospitals and other 
healthcare institutions. our ministry to 

the deaf and hard of hearing ensures that 
there is signing at liturgical celebrations 
and offers assistance in other areas of faith 
development.

parishes support these works in 
many different ways. our outreach 
ministries are almost entirely funded 
from contributions made in the sunday 
offertory collections. i am very grateful to 
our people for their generous donations 
and to the dedicated staff who are so 
deeply committed to their ministries.

we are all in need of mercy. when we 
open our hearts to accept god’s mercy, 
he fills us with the gift of the holy spirit. 
with his grace, we are able to hear his call 
and perform works of mercy for others. 

This issue of the Newspaper highlights 
the outreach ministries of our diocese. 
They represent an important part of our 
response to god’s call to care for our 
brothers and sisters, especially those in 
greatest need. may this gospel witness 
encourage all of us, and all of our parishes, 
families and communities, to follow the 
example of Jesus, who showed compassion 
for the sick and for sinners, for children 
and for the poor, for the oppressed and for 
the afflicted.

most rev. ronald fabbro, C.s.b.
bishop of London

Outreach Ministries: Daily Mercy in Our Diocese

feeding the hungry, giving a 
drink to the thirsty, clothing the 
naked, welcoming the stranger, 
visiting the sick and imprisoned, 
burying the dead; counseling 
the doubtful, instructing the 
ignorant, admonishing sinners, 
comforting the afflicted, 
forgiving offenses, bearing 
patiently those who hurt us, 
praying for the living and the 
dead.

If a brother or sister is naked and 
lacks daily food, and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace; keep 
warm and eat your fill,” and yet 
do not supply their bodily needs, 
what is the good of that? So faith 
by itself, if it has not works, is 
dead (James 2:15-17).

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father, and have 
told us that whoever sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved 
by money; the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only 
in created things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal, and assured Paradise to the 
repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke 
to the Samaritan woman: “If you knew the gift of God!”
You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who 
manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: let the 
Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified.

You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness, 
in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and 
error: let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, 
and forgiven by God.
Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, 
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, 
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news 
to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, and 
restore sight to the blind.  
We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, you 
who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and 
ever.
Amen.

Pope Francis’ Prayer for the Jubilee of Mercy
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The Blessing of Cultural Diversity: Migrant Workers Ministry
by marie Carter, migrant workers 
ministry specialist

migrant workers ministry provides 
support and resources to parish and 
deanery outreach initiatives to migrant 
workers who are our parishioners in the 
diocese of London. by collaborating 
with community groups we are able to 
also reach workers who are not part of 
our parish communities. our ministry 
also engages in research; lobbying 
and education that raises awareness 
of systemic issues of migration, and 
facilitates better care and concern for the 
estimated 20,000 migrant workers in our 
diocese. to demonstrate the impact of our 
work, i would like to share three stories 
from individuals involved in our ministry.

Volunteering in Migrant 
Workers Ministry 
There are two sides to mercy: being 
merciful, and being open to receiving 
mercy. That’s the conclusion our diverse 
group of volunteers serving temporary 
migrant farm workers came to, when 
asked “what does mercy mean to you?”  
together, these dedicated individuals 
serve the seven parish outreach sites 
across the diocese, under the guidance 
and coordination of migrant workers 
ministry (mwm). 

alba alaniz’s face is animated as she 
speaks about her involvement with st. 
Joseph’s parish outreach site in Chatham, 
where she organizes a spanish language 
choir and assists with the after mass 
socials. a nicaraguan refugee, alaniz 
began reaching out to migrant workers 
because she felt empathy for them.

“it’s so difficult when you first come 
here (to Canada) and you don’t know 
anything.” providing a place where 
worker-parishioners can connect readily 
to the Church and the community is 
important, she says. Creating events that 
allow sharing of faith out of the culture 
of the Latino community makes it easier 
for migrant workers to feel they have a 
home away from home, but has also had 
unexpected benefits for alaniz herself.

“i had been away from the Church for a 

time. during the war (in nicaragua), i lost 
half my family. i couldn’t understand how 
god would allow this to happen. i was so 
angry. “ 

when she first learned about mwm, 
she decided to get involved “just to help 
the workers,” she says, “but as i went 
along, i realized they were helping me 
grow stronger in my own faith.” while 
alaniz has been active in her local parish, 
attended english masses, and volunteered 
with the CwL and other Catholic groups, 
it is at the spanish mass where she has 
been able to put aside the pain of past 
memories and remember the beauty of 
the culture she experienced as a child.

“it has brought me back to happier times,” 
she says.

There is a similar experience of healing, 
she believes, for the Latino community as 
a whole. serving workers, in the context 
of the Catholic mass that they hold in 
common allows people to come together 
as one community joyfully celebrating 
their common faith and language and 
similar cultural heritage. 

ironically, alaniz and others find one of 
the greatest challenges to ministry is the 
bridging the cultural gap with Canadians.
 
“Canadians have so many rules! we are 
more spontaneous. we like to just go 
ahead and do things,” she laughs. still 
alaniz understands the importance of 
Called, gifted and sent, the volunteer 
management system employed by the 
diocese, and has felt her faith enriched 
by the training that has been offered. 
training introduced her to Catholic social 
teaching. 

“i was never taught (social justice) 
as a child. it was all pray, pray, pray.” 
says alaniz. discovering social Justice 
teaching deepened her appreciation of 
her Catholic faith and has given her a 
newfound enthusiasm for putting faith 
into action.
 
Farmers in ministry
people of many cultural backgrounds and 
walks of life find places of connection 
with migrant workers ministry. tony and 

Joanne hogervorst, who both have roots 
in holland, are owners of berry hill farm 
near watford. showing mercy to their 
own workers has been transformative not 
only for their faith, but also in their day to 
day working life. 

The hogervorsts, have employed roughly 
20 temporary migrant workers annually 
since the early 1990s. at first, the 
relationship was simply that of employer 
to employee.

“There comes a point when you begin 
see these guys, not just as labour, but 
as husbands and fathers.” says tony 
hogervorst, who is a candidate for the 
permanent deaconate. “it becomes more 
than just about the work and making 
money, but a concern for the workers 
as people, and a feeling of responsibility 
towards their families.”

The hogervorsts realized the men needed 
spiritual and other supports, beyond 
what was contractually required. finding 
a balance between making a profit and 
living up to his Christian sensibilities, 
tony says, is a difficult balancing act.
 
tony began to take his workers into town 
for monthly shopping trips, which also 
included a stop at st. martin’s church 
(now st. francis st. martin parish) for 
spanish language mass. exposure to the 
Latino community’s faith further inspired 
tony to closely examine what he really 
believed.

“i came to recognize that if i believe this 
(my faith) is right then i need everyone, 
(including my workers) to have this same 
hope,” says tony. 

by 2010, the hogervorsts became 
instrumental in starting an outreach at 
their home parish of our Lady help of 
Christian’s in watford. migrant workers 
ministry assisted them, linking volunteers 
from a variety of parishes, providing 
training and screening for volunteer 
drivers, sourcing liturgical materials, 
priest personnel and other resources. 
tony sees the local outreach site as a 
godsend. 

“it certainly makes things easier (than 

travelling to London), and there is the 
opportunity to involve workers from 
other farms. roughly 60 per cent of all 
temporary Latino workers in the County 
now attend the watford mass, sometimes 
driving from as far away as grand bend. 

tony’s wife, Joanne might not agree about 
there being less work. a key member 
of the sarnia deanery mwm support 
Committee, she acts as food buyer and 
coordinator of kitchen activities for the 
ministry’s after mass meal served monthly 
during the summer to workers and 
volunteer drivers and the liturgical team 
who faithfully drive in from st. francis 
st martin Church. Joanne has involved a 
local anglican, Lucy Jackson, to cook the 
traditional Latino suppers and involves 
fellow CwL members to join in the happy 
chaos of washing the dishes afterwards. 

The hogervorsts serve as “farmer-
advisors” to the migrant workers 
ministry’s specialist, assisting in 
coordination of after mass informational 
sessions arranged through the sarnia 
Lambton local immigration partnership 
staff. They have also participated in 
health unit surveys aimed at improving 
temporary migrant workers’ connections 
to meaningful community supports. 

Priests find meaning in 
volunteering
“retired” priest, father frank murphy 
is a perennial volunteer in migrant 
ministry who understands that as much 
mercy is received as given in the context 
of mwm. he believes being involved 
with migrant workers is a duty. “They 
belong to the parish, and the parish has 
an obligation to take care of them,” he 
says. “it is not enough to say parishioners 
with specialized language and other needs 
like migrant workers are simply welcome 
to the mass in english. That just doesn’t 
cut it. you have to reach out physically, 
emotionally, and in every other way.”

in particular need of “mercy” he says 
are workers who are injured or ill – a 
prospect that is made all the more lonely 
and concerning because they are far away 
from the support of family and friends. 



Welcoming the Stranger: Refugee Ministry
The diocese of London refugee office is 
located in windsor, and is composed of 
two ministries that support refugees:

Refugee Applicants 
Inside Canada
inland protection of refugees ministry 
provides guidance, assistance and 
protection of rights for refugee claimants 
who arrive in Canada. it serves refugee 
claimants as they go through the process 
of refugee determination, and with 
immigration processes afterward, as well 
as family reunification. The ministry also 
assists and advocates for those refugees 
with strong, critical cases who are denied 
status. it also provides practical help to 
settle in Canada. when refugees have to 
flee their homeland, they often do not 
have the time or funds to bring their 
spouse and dependent children with them 
to Canada. following a positive answer at 
their immigration hearing, these refugees 
at last feel free of worry for their own 
safety but face the daunting immigration 
process of family reunification. Their 
worries about these family members 
left behind are present constantly until 
this long process is completed and they 
experience the intensely emotional arrival 
of their spouse/dependent children in 
Canada. 

our ministry provides assistance to 
refugee claimants to prepare, apply and 
present their refugee claim. we also 
help refugee claimants in accessing 
legal assistance. This can include 
filing and preparing appeals following 
negative decisions, as well as initiating 
humanitarian and Compassion 
applications for failed refugee claimants. 
we offer guidance to successful refugee 
claimants throughout their journey, 
as they become Convention refugees, 
then permanent residents and finally 
Canadian citizens. in addition, we offer 
support to refugees as they go through the 
rigid process of family reunification.

an essential part of our diocesan 
ministry to refugee Claimants is 

advocacy with Canadian embassies 
and assisting the successful convention 
refugee in Canada and their family 
members to understand and complete the 
requirements of family reunification. 

The ministry works to address barriers 
for refugee protection and settlement at 
legislative, program and policy levels by:
•	 advocating in such matters as 

domestic violence and human 
trafficking

•	 increasing public awareness of 
emerging refugee issues and changes 
in policy

•	 maintaining strong collaboration 
with Canadian Council for refugees 
in developing strategies to protect 
refugee rights

•	 advocating through communication 
with different Canadian embassies, 
processing permanent residence 
applications for family members 
left behind to conclude family 
reunification

Private Sponsorship
for Refugees
overseas protection of refugees ministry 
works to promote and provide guidance 
and assistance to refugees overseas, and 
to faith communities in the diocese. This 
ministry mainly carries out its mandate 
by the way of the immigration Canada’s 
private sponsorship of refugees program. 

duties include assisting with application 
process for permanent residence in 
Canada for eligible refugees; assisting 
sponsored refugees with integration 
related needs; counseling about 
immigration processes, advocating for 
refugees’ protection and assistance at 
local, regional, national and international 
levels; and educating faith communities, 
with a view to promoting private 
sponsorship of refugees and compassion 
towards the plight of refugees. 

from 2000 to 2014 the diocese of 
London, acting as a sponsorship 

agreement holder (sah), has been 
sponsoring an annual average of 80 
refugees from a variety of troubled 
countries. 

A Special Year:  
The Holy Year of Mercy
“we are in trouble”, “global forced 
displacement is at record heights of 
60 million displaced persons across 
the world and only keeps rising”, 
“humanitarian needs are rapidly 
outpacing available resources”, “need 
of substantially increased resettlement 
pledges”, “alternative pathways and 
humanitarian admission programs”… 
These are the key words of the head 
of the united nations refugee agency 
(unhCr) during the period of time pope 
francis called the year of mercy.

The words of the high Commissioner 
above, and the cry of all humanitarian 
agencies across the world since 2015, 
the year of mercy’s call to Christians to 
live this year in the light of the Lord’s 
words: ‘be merciful, just as your father is 
merciful’ (Lk 6:36).”

A Year of Mercy Pilgrimage 
on the Refugee Crisis in our 
Diocese
in the year 2015 alone, a total of 379 
refugees have been sponsored to the 
diocese of London. for the year 2016 (as 
of the end of august 2016), 314 refugees 
have been sponsored to our diocese. 
during these two years, the response 
to the refugee crisis has brought to this 
peaceful land of Canada from endangered 
places about 5 times the number of our 
traditional annual average of lives of 
children, women and men who were 
meant to live more persecution, or even 
die.

during the period of the year of mercy, 
as refugee crises continue around the 
world, the blended visa office-referred 
(bvor) program has been the best way 
for parishes to be witnesses to mercy. 

The bvor program matches refugees 
identified for resettlement by the united 
nations refugee agency (unhCr) with 
local churches. The goal is to engage 
in a three-way partnership among the 
government of Canada, the unhCr, and 
private sponsors (churches).

Throughout the response to the refugee 
crisis in middle east, the united nations 
and the government have always been 
behind in terms of selecting refugee 
families and making them available for 
sponsorship across Canada in general, 
and in our diocese in particular. The 
Church’s response across the country, and 
in our diocese, to the crises that continue 
to rage in the middle east and elsewhere, 
has been exceptional and inspiring.

when the vatican sheltered two families 
of refugees and pope francis made a 
challenge to every parish “to express the 
gospel in concrete terms”, we encouraged 
every parish in our diocese to participate 
in a refugee sponsorship by actually 
sponsoring a family to their community 
or contributing financially to the effort 
of other faith communities. 122 refugees 
have been sponsored across our diocese 
under this component of the program 
alone.

in a time like this when new crises 
multiply and old crises continue, creating 
the worst displacement situation in the 
world since world war ii, Christians are 
called to make a difference by expressing 
our love to our brothers and sisters across 
the world. it is a drop in the sea … but a 
drop of love, a drop of social justice in the 
sea of injustices makes a big difference. 

Thank you to all the parishes, staff, and 
volunteers for the commitment and 
compassion that you provide that enables 
us to continue the work of this ministry. 

if you would like to find out how to be 
involved in a similar project, please do not 
hesitate to contact the refugee ministries 
of the diocese of London at 519-256-0506 
ext.1 or giliyam@dol.ca

by Claire, ministry specialist for inland 
protection of refugees 

The sound of a refugee’s voice speaks 
courage.
when i shake a refugee’s hand i sense the 
warmth of their heart.
with a pat on their shoulder or even 
embrace a refugee, i feel refugee’s strength 
and resilience.
but when i look through a refugee eyes, it 
is impossible not to see the pain of their 
past or even the suffering of today. 
once i was asked, “Claire, what is the best 
part of your ministry?”
i instantly shared the story of the time 
when i told a mother that Canada had 
issued visas for her family. after long 
years of separation due to processing 
times, money needed to complete the 
process, complicated forms and paper 
work… finally, they were ready to come. 

Can you imagine the happiness of the 
mother? what a feeling that day! i 
thought i was on top of the world. 
The person smiled at me and said, “you 
are very lucky to have a job so rewarding”. 
as the person was getting ready to leave i 
said, “That’s not fair, why don’t you ask me 
what is the most difficult part of my job?” 
he was shocked to hear that from me. 
“There’s a bad side?” 
“yes,” i said. 
so he asked me, “what is the most 
difficult part of your job?” 
i replied, “when the same mother came 
back to me shortly after the family had 
arrived and tearfully said to me, ‘what 
have i done?’ it is important to pay 
attention to those words, because she 
blamed herself right away. she continued 
to tell me, ‘my children do not know 
me…they do not need me and they are 
even mad at me. my husband said he 

only came to tell me he no longer loves 
me. The family i waited for that took 6 
long years… i lost them in less than 6 
days. what do i do, Claire? will you help 
me? i stayed alive, i worked everyday, 
and the only thing that kept me going 
was knowing that one day i will have my 
family back.’” 
sadly in those 6 years of waiting and 
separation, the children felt abandoned. 
This should not have happened, but it 
did. The years of emotional and physical 
disconnection tore this refugee family 
apart. 
The person asking me questions looked at 
me and said, “i am so sorry. i had no idea 
refugees suffer even when they are here 
already in Canada.” 
 
so i ask everyone to keep this in mind:
as we celebrate refugee’s freedom when 
they make it safely to Canada, we also 
have to honor the pain brought out by 

memories.
as we are excited to welcome refugees, 
we also mourn the death of those who 
died and continue to die due to war and 
conflict.
as we rejoice families reunited, we also 
must remember those family members 
refugees were forced to leave behind. 
and to the refugees, please do not 
forget, your courage is stronger than any 
challenges. your resilience is wider than 
any obstacle. we celebrate your joy as you 
made it here safely in Canada, but trust 
that we also honor your pain. 
always remember hope is there. 
Keep your faith strong.
for the rest of us, let us observe the 
year of mercy as an opportunity to 
show heartfelt compassion and solid 
understanding to refugees who continue 
to suffer. 
refugees need more help now, more than 
ever.

“What is the best part of your ministry?”



by gilbert iyamuremye, refugee ministry 
specialist

ra mu, his wife mue Thu and their four 
children, way (18), Lo (14), Lo gay (9) 
and saw Law (4), arrived at toronto 
pearson airport on this July 29th from one 
the protracted refugee camp in Thailand. 
ra mu decided to flee his country 
burma (ex mayanmar) in 1997 under 
series of gunshots and due to unbearable 
oppression and humiliation by the troops 

that invaded his area.

ra mu’s family had been told a church in 
Canada was sponsoring them, but they 
did not know what their future would 
look like. as one would feel in a new 
country, they lived a time of uncertainty 
and unpredictability as they made the 
long journey to Canada. however, things 
changed at the airport arrivals area 
when they were met by a group of their 
sponsoring churches’ members at the 
airport in toronto. smiles mixed with 
amazement covered their shy faces when 

they saw people holding signs with their 
names. 

as the sponsoring group drove from 
the airport to st. Thomas, the family 
expressed their relief, and their need to 
rest, by sleeping all the way to their new 
home in st. Thomas. 

when i met with Casey willemse, the 
head of the sponsoring group two weeks 
before the family’s arrival, he offered 

me a tour of the house 
they were getting ready 
for their sponsored 
family. The group’s 
preparations took into 
account every need of 
every family member 
and demonstrated their 
effort to show this family 
love. i looked at the 
appliances being installed 
in the house, the beds 
being made… and was 
reminded that this is how 
matthew 25, “…for i was 
hungered, and ye gave me 
meat: i was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink: i was a 
stranger, and ye took me 
in…” is accomplished in 
real life.   

after the two cars carrying 
the family 

and few members of the 
sponsoring group pulled 
in the driveway, the family 
could not believe what they 
were told, “This is your 
house”. The family was 
given a tour of the spacious 
house, then ra mu, his wife 
mue Thu and their son way 
started to learn, through a 
Keren speaking interpreter, 
about how to use all the 
appliances, while we Low 
and htoo Low tested out all 

the toys in their backyard.
~

almost one year later, the family has ad-
justed to their new home and community. 
all the children are attending school, and 
their parents are taking english classes. 
mu ra has begun working at a local plant 
nursery for the summer, and with the 
help of their sponsor group have begun to 
prepare for their own garden at home. The 
family has also made friends from their 
region in the London area, which includes 

approximately 60 families, most of whom 
came to Canada six to seven years ago 
from similar situations.
as we continue to pray for the world’s 
refugees, we look forward to walking 
along side mu ra, Thu mue and their 
family, as they continue to integrate into 
life in Canada.

Thank you, all people of st. anne, holy 
angels, st. hilda’s st. Luke’s and our Lady 
of sorrow Churches who have helped to 
give this family a new home.

For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink.
I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home.

I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me.
Matthew 25:36-37

A Family Finds a New Home and Life in St. Thomas

The volunteer group is actively involved inthe family’s life, and was present 
to help start spring gardening prep.

Upon their arrival at Toronto’s Pearson Airport, 
the family was greeted by Refugee Ministry staff 
and volunteers.

Finally, all of you, have 
unity of mind, sympathy, 
brotherly love, a tender 
heart, and a humble mind.
1 Peter 3:8



youth ministry works to assist parishes 
and Catholic schools in our diocese as 
they engage young people in the life, 
mission and ministry of the Church. youth 
ministry efforts are defined as being to, 
with, by and for young people.

youth ministry facilitates a number of 
programs and events throughout the 

school year and summer to keep young 
people engaged year round. some of these 
events include:  
•	 Chrism Day Retreat - dominican 

sisters of nashville facilitate a one day 
overview of the easter tridiuum with 
high school students. 

•	 Catholic Christian Leadership Camp 

(CCLC) – a summer camp for young 
people entering grade 9, 10, or 11 
in the fall. CCLC also has a winter 
track to engage young people over 
march break. 

•	 National Evangelization Team (NET) 
- net offers retreats for schools and 
parishes throughout the diocese. 

•	 GR8Festival - over 800 gr8s 
celebrate their faith during a one-
day experience including games and 
leadership activities. 

•	 REACH - a day camp for elementary 
aged children, offered through July 
and august. 

Ministering to the Next Generation: Youth Ministry

CCLC 
2016

GR8Fest

CCLC Winter Track
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CCLC 
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school boards across the diocese joined us in celebrating 
the holy year of mercy in a number of unique ways. st. 
Clair Catholic district school board shared with us some 
of their highlights so far this holy year:

at st. Clair Catholic district school board we focused on 
learning about the year of mercy and exploring the doors 
of mercy. Throughout the school year the holy year was 
highlighted during morning prayer, and through school 
activities. during Lent we focused on the Corporal works 
of mercy, and during the easter season we focused on the 
spiritual works of mercy. 

some activities that took place throughout the year 
include:
•	 students created classroom advent calendars
•	 school board staff were invited on a special retreat
•	 a works of mercy poster contest was held (we would 

like to thank the local Knights of Columbus Councils 
and local Catholic women’s League for helping 
sponsor this endeavor.), and winning posters were 
then put on display in classrooms 

•	 a classroom passport was made available for 
classroom discussion regarding where we might see 
the works of mercy in our home, school, parish and 
community

•	 students were educated on the doors of mercy, and 
what it means and how to make a pilgrimage

•	 pilgrimage opportunities for staff, as well as students 
and families, were arranged over the summer 

The school board’s annual system-wide mass was moved 
to merlin and scheduled on the friday to the jubilee for 
Catholic Catechists. This gave those who had not yet 
made a pilgrimage the ability to pass through the holy 
door and experience the importance of this holy year. 

other ways we celebrated the year of mercy include:
•	 our website and newsletters were a source of 

information about the holy year and Jubilee feast 
days 

•	 school staff were provided with various prayer 
experiences on mercy 

•	 school gatherings explored the theme of mercy (for 
example the event “great family of our Church day” 
when parish personnel, parish group representatives, 
principals and parents gather)

•	 The diocese of London director of pastoral services, 
dan moynihan, was invited to speak about mercy at 
the school board’s fall administrators retreat  

The school board also hosted its inaugural board 
mass and blessing of their newly renovated building 
on december 8, 2015 to coincide with pope francis 
opening of the first door of mercy in rome.

pictured below and to the right are the 
winning posters from the works of mercy 
poster Contest. 

Hallways of Mercy: The Holy Year in Schools

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY TO SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF CATHOLIC MISSIONS IN CANADA.

Here is my gift of:   $20       $50       $100       $200       $_________    

 Cheque (made payable to Catholic Missions in Canada)       Visa       Mastercard       AMEX    

Credit Card No._____________________________________Expiry__________

Name_____________________________________Signature______________________
Fr./Sr./Br./Dr./Mr./Mrs./Miss/Ms. 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

City_________________ Province__________Postal Code____________ 

Phone_______________________ Email ________________ 

Mail to: Catholic Missions In Canada
 201 – 1155 Yonge Street, Toronto ON M4T 1W2

Tel: 416-934-3424  Toll-free: 1-866-YES-CMIC (937-2642)  Website: www.cmic.info

“With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.” 
—Colossians 3:16

Your support will help Presentation of Mary Sister Diane Lajeunesse to lead 
worship at Sacred Heart mission in Big River First Nation, Saskatchewan.
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Because you give…
The Good News of Our Lord is 
shared with our brothers and 
sisters in remote and isolated 
missions across our vast land.

CMIC-Ads-August2015.indd   73 Aug 27   11:56 AM



Pastoral Care in Hospitals & Long-Term Care Facilities
hospital ministry’s mandate is to oversee and support qualified chaplains for the giving of pastoral care in the hospitals: to provide material for the screening and 
supervision of volunteers in this area of ministry; and, to develop healthy working relationships and collaborate with parish pastoral care teams, st. Joseph health Care 
society, parish nurses, deacons, volunteers, and chaplains working in the various health care facilities throughout the diocese. 

2017
April 30 to May 10:  

Celebrate Fr. Thom Blondin’s 25th 
Anniversary Mass at St Peter’s in 

Rome & Shrines of Italy

September: 
Come celebrate Father Chris 
Bourdeau’s 25th Anniversary 
with a Pilgrimage to The Holy 

Land & Italy

For more information, 
contact: 

George Cifa  
Nexion Canada Travel 
519-660-6966 x2340
1-800-361-1334    
travelmerchant@
quadro.net

Tour & Pilgrimage Opportunities Plan now for 2017 and 2018!
We will customize pilgrimages to anywhere!

“The physical presence in 
the hospitals is a sign that 
Church life goes beyond 
the doors of the building in 
which we worship, and into 
the lives of people,” 

Hospital Chaplain from Met 
Hospital in Windsor 

by deacon Jose viveiros

i believe that every day lends itself to learn 
something new, but nowhere have i learned 
more than as a chaplain at LhsC. while visiting 
a patient last week (i’ll refer to him as “John”) 
i came to learn the true meaning of the words 
compassion and mercy. 

upon entering John’s room, i approached him 
and asked if he would like to receive Communion, 
a prayer, or both. The sadness in John’s eyes 
overwhelmed me when he asked for just a 
prayer. after i prayed for John, he proceeded 
to share that he was not a practicing Catholic. 
he told me that he was divorced and had been 
living with his girlfriend for many years but had 
never remarried. John shared his overwhelming 
feeling of regret, remorse and sadness. he wanted 
nothing more than to be able to go back in time 
and change many of the decisions he had made. 
John was most saddened by his inability to receive 
Communion due to his divorce. 

as i watched and listened to John tell his story, 
sharing his thoughts and feelings, i was taken 
aback by the sincerity and emotional honesty 
that this stranger had to offer. he wanted nothing 
more than to receive Communion. who was i 
to deny this man his wish? was i not supposed 
to show him mercy and compassion? John had 
obviously come to terms with his choices. his 
contrition was evident. mindful of what fr. fred 
taught me about the rubrics of pastoral care, 
which indicate that, “when in danger of death, 
mercy prevails,” i offered John what he desired 
with all his heart. 

i was so moved by John’s sincerity, that while 
reflecting on my visit later that day, i was moved 
to tears. 

Compassion and 
Mercy

The Quietness of God’s Mercy
by fr. fred howard-smith

i would like to share with you a story of the quietness of 
god’s mercy. i simply want to tell it as a story, as if i were 
talking with you in the quiet of your living room or as if 
we had gathered in a catacomb in fear of the authorities 
seeking to quiet the voice of the growing believers in Jesus 
Christ. i want to avoid, if at all possible, any language that 
gives the impression that pastoral Care is a doing. pastoral 
Care is a being in relationship with.  

several years ago this event unfolded ... here is the story. 
it was 1:40 a.m. when my pager went off and i responded 
by calling the hospital and keying in the extension. it was 
the emergency department at victoria hospital and the 
nurse attending the family informed me that they were 
asking for a priest to come for prayers and to be with the 
mother and father because their three week old baby boy 
had died. The nurse mentioned that the coroner had been 
called and that he was on his way. i indicated that i would 
be there asap. 

i got dressed and headed to the hospital. i arrived at 
approximately 2:15 a.m. when i got to the emergency 
room where the mother and father were, the dad was 
holding the baby. he was black and purple from the neck 
up. The mom was standing beside dad and the three 
of us stood together in a kind of little semi-circle. in a 

rather odd sense of feeling i indicated that we needed to 
celebrate an emergency baptism if the mom and dad were 
ok with that. dad and mom agreed. i took out my stole, 
my holy water, and oil. as i pronounced the formulae, “i 
baptise you in the name of the father and of the son and 
of the holy spirit,” suddenly the dad began to declare 
that the baby felt too hot and he could no longer hold 
him,” and gave the baby to his mother. as mom held the 
baby, i took out my oil and pronounced the words of the 
formulae. immediately the baby turned pink and started 
to breathe. 

stunned, we did not immediately respond. The doctor 
and nurse took the baby and said that they would have to 
put the baby back onto the monitor and they would come 
back once they had settled things down. half an hour 
later, they returned and told us that they would need to 
keep the baby in the hospital for a few days to understand 
what had happened. 

i last saw “the baby” when he was eighteen. pastoral care 
is being-in-relationship with our brothers and sisters as 
they journey in the life given to each of us. pastoral care 
embraces our way of life as followers of Jesus Christ who 
is transforming our understanding of our limitations as he 
reveals his divine presence in our midst – a compassionate 
and merciful god.  

The L’Arche London Gathering Place will open in early 
2017 to serve the community better. Please consider 
joining the journey and providing your support today. 
For information visit www.larchelondon.org or call 
519-652-9778 x226.

Gathering Place Opening 2017!

Charitable Number - 89183 5241 RROOO1

PRAYER IN TIME OF SICKNESS
Heavenly Father, this illness has  brought me to the hospital, and 
it is hard, Lord, for me to understand and accept my suffering. 
Please help me to place my trust in your loving care so that I can 
humbly reply as Christ did: “not my will, but yours be done.”

For more information on upcoming tours,  
contact travelmerchant@quadro.net!



The Catholic School Boards serving the Diocese of London 
wish to thank all the parents, volunteers, parishes and community leaders

for supporting Catholic education!

Brant Haldimand Norfolk 
Catholic District School Board 
322 Fairview Drive, PO Box 217 

Brantford, ON N3T 5M8
519-756-6505

www.bhncdsb.ca

Huron-Perth Catholic  
District School Board 

87 Mill Street, PO Box 70 
Dublin, ON N0K 1E0 

519-345-2440
www.huronperthcatholic.ca

London District Catholic  
School Board

5200 Wellington Road South
PO Box 5474

London, ON N6A 4X5 
519-663-2088

www.ldcsb.on.ca 

St. Clair Catholic District  
School Board 

420 Creek Street
Wallaceburg, ON N8A 4C4 

519-627-6762
www.st-clair.net

Windsor-Essex Catholic  
District School Board 

1325 California Avenue
Windsor, ON N9B 3Y6 

519-253-2481
www.wecdsb.on.ca

Conseil scolaire catholique 
Providence

7515 prom. Forest Glade
Windsor, ON N8T 3P5

519-984-9227
www.cscprovidence.ca

This ministry provides faith-based services and outreach 
for the deaf and hard of hearing community within the 
diocese of London through education, training and 
interpretation so that the good news of Jesus Christ is 
available to all god’s people. 

deaf ministry has provided an avenue for deaf and hard 
of hearing parishioners in the diocese to participate in 
masses, rCia, retreats, conferences, sacraments and 
additional Catholic events. deaf in our diocese are 
signing the readings and gospel in asL during mass, 
serving as eucharistic ministers, taking part in asL choirs 
for Christmas and easter masses, teaching asL, attending 
social events and retreats, evangelizing to their families 

and friends and contributing to the life of the Church in 
many ways. 

some of the things this ministry provides include: 
•	 trained interpreters for liturgical celebrations and 

major diocesan events
•	 social and religious events for deaf and hard of 

hearing persons
•	 sacramental support, including preparation for the 

reception of the sacraments
•	 working with other established deaf organizations, 

provides outreach to deaf children/youth in the 
diocese 

Ministry to the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
“We pray that our ministry will 
continue to grow to improve 
access to God’s Word, the Body 
of Christ in the Eucharist and the 
Sacraments for our deaf and hard 
of hearing brothers and sisters.”  

Colleen Pickering, Coordinator of Ministry 
to the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

by sr. magdalena vogt, Cps

every hospital chaplain would do well to engrave the 
above quote by our beloved pope francis on their 
heart. where else, other than in a hospital, is there such 
an immense ‘ocean of tears’ crying for compassion and 
mercy? here chaplains vicariously share in the often 
indescribable suffering of patients, both young and old. 

as a chaplain at victoria hospital these past eight 
years, i have often been inspired by fr. pedro arrupe, 
sJ, and taken his advice to heart. in his poem Fall in 
Love he stresses the importance of falling in love with 
god as, “it will decide … what breaks your heart, and 
what amazes you with joy and gratitude.” without a 
merciful heart, could one ever minister to the sick and 
dying? feeling and showing mercy changes everything 
in a chaplain’s daily encounters with patients, 
irrespective of whether they be children or adults. 
being with patients, day in and day out, often breaks 
my heart, but mostly it amazes me and fills my heart 
with joy and gratitude. 

on the bulletin board in our office, right above our 
desk, is a quote which speaks to my daily experience, 
“Caregiving carries within it an opportunity for inner 
healing, liberation and transformation for the one 

being cared for and for the one who cares.” how very 
true! at the end of many a visit to a patient, i feel 
a renewed spring in my step. at times i ask myself, 
“who ministered to whom during this encounter?” i 
have learned so much about mercy from those brave 
patients who valiantly embrace their illness. mercy is 
the best thing anyone of us can feel, towards ourselves 
and towards all who cross our paths, be it in a hospital 
where people deal with incredible challenges or in our 
own homes. 

mercy changes the world, especially that of a patient 
whose world has shrunk to the narrow confines of a 

hospital bed. as pope francis has reminded us over 
and over again during this year of mercy, a little bit 
of mercy makes the world less cold. in a hospital, 
which often can seem so frightening and inhospitable, 
chaplains do well to remember that, “happy are the 
feet that bring good news” (is. 52:7). when we walk 
the endlessly long hallways of the hospital to be with 
our patients and bring them the eucharist, we do not 
walk alone. The god of mercy and compassion is by 
our side, to enter that narrow space of a sterile hospital 
room to fill it with love, compassion and mercy.

An Ocean of Tears Calls for Mercy and Compassion



This excerpt from a homily by St. John Chrysostom on 
the Gospel of Matthew (Hom. 50, 3-4, PG 58, 508-
509) warns against giving the wrong kind of honor 
to Christ’s body — adorning buildings and altars to 
the neglect of the poor. It is used in the Roman office 
of readings for Saturday of the 21st week in Ordinary 
time, with the accompanying biblical reading taken 
from Jeremiah 7:1-20.

do you want to honor Christ’s body? Then do not 
scorn him in his nakedness, nor honor him here in 
the church with silken garments while neglecting 
him outside where he is cold and naked. for he who 
said: This is my body, and made it so by his words, 
also said: you saw me hungry and did not feed 
me, and inasmuch as you did not do it for one of 
these, the least of my brothers, you did not do it for 
me. [mat 25:34ff]. what we do here in the church 
requires a pure heart, not special garments; what we 
do outside requires great dedication.

Let us learn, therefore, to be men of wisdom and to 
honor Christ as he desires. for a person being hon-
ored finds greatest pleasure in the honor he desires, 
not in the honor we think best. peter thought he was 
honoring Christ when he refused to let him wash his 
feet; but what peter wanted was not truly an honor, 
quite the opposite! give him the honor prescribed 
in his law by giving your riches to the poor. for god 
does not want golden vessels but golden hearts.

now, in saying this i am not forbidding you to make 
such gifts; i am only demanding that along with 
such gitfts and before them you give alms. he ac-
cepts the former, but he is much more pleased with 
the latter. in the former, only the giver profits; in the 
latter, the recipient does too. a gift to the church 
may be taken as a form of ostentation, but an alms is 
pure kindness.

of what use is it to weigh down Christ’s table with 
golden cups, when he himself is dying of hunger? 
first, fill him when he is hungry; then use the means 
you have left to adorn his table. will you have a 
golden cup made but not give a cup of water? what 
is the use of providing the table with cloths woven of 
gold thread, and not providing Christ himself with 
the clothes he needs? what profit is there in that?

tell me: if you were to see him lacking the necessary 
food but were to leave him in that state and merely 
surround his table with gold would he be grateful to 
you or rather would he not be angry? what if you 
were to see him clad in worn-out rags and stiff from 
the cold, and were to forget about clothing him and 
instead were to set up golden columns for him, say-
ing that you were doing it in his honor? would he 
not think he was being mocked and greatly insulted?

apply this also to Christ when he comes along the 
roads as a pilgrim, looking for shelter. you do not 
take him in as your guest, but you decorate floor 
and walls and the capitals of the pillars. you provide 
silver chains for the lamps, but you cannot bear even 
to look at him as he lies chained in prison.

once again, i am not forbidding you to supply these 
adornments; i am urging you to provide these other 
things as well, and indeed to provide them first. no 
one has ever been accused for not providing orna-
ments, but for those who neglect their neighbor a 
hell awaits with an inextinguishable fire and torment 
in the company of the demons. do not, therefore, 
adorn the church and ignore your afflicted brother, 
for he is the most precious temple of all.

Don’t Adorn the Church 
but Ignore the Poor september 1, 2016 - vatican radio

to mark the september 1st day of prayer for creation, pope francis has added a new work of mercy for Catholics to perform: 
caring for our common home, the planet and all its inhabitants.

at a press conference on Thursday morning, Cardinal peter turkson, head of the new vatican office for promoting integral 
human development, and bishop brian farrell from the Council for Christian unity, introduced the pope’s message for this 
annual observance, together with irish author terence ward.

‘it’s not every day that you have a new work of mercy in the Catholic Church!’ That was how the new director of the vatican 
press office, american greg burke introduced the briefing, focused on the papal message entitled ‘show mercy to our Com-
mon home’.

since biblical times, Christians have been called to carry out 6 acts of mercy, listed in st matthew’s gospel – giving food and 
drink to the hungry and thirsty, welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and the prisoners – with a 7th 
one, burying the dead, added in medieval times.

now the new papal message adds an eighth one to that list and, as terence ward, author of ‘The guardian of mercy’ pointed 
out, it could be seen as the most significant of them all…

“Caring for our Common home. groundbreaking and visionary, ecumenical and ecological. one could argue that this is the 
highest work of mercy because it includes all the others, a modern work of mercy for our modern epoch.”

as bishop brian farrell explained, it’s an issue around which there is broad ecumenical agreement throughout the Christian 
world, with ecumenical patriarch bartholomew and other orthodox leaders pioneering many groundbreaking initiatives to 
raise awareness about critical ecological concerns.

but what exactly does this first every papal message for the day of prayer for creation call for? not surprisingly, mercy is the 
key to unlocking that ‘ecological conversion’ of our hearts that pope John paul first called for a quarter of a century ago.  as 
Cardinal turkson explained, it’s a step by step process which begins by recognizing the harm we have already done through 
our selfish, irresponsible and greedy behavior..

“The first step in this process is to humbly acknowledge the harm we are doing to the earth through pollution, the scandal-
ous destruction of ecosystems and loss of biodiversity, and the spectre of climate change—which seems nearer and more 
dangerous with each passing year. and to realize that when we hurt the earth, we also hurt the poor, whom god loves with-
out limit”

after acknowledging the harm done and confessing our sins, we are then called to change our lives, beginning with the 
small changes that can lower our own carbon footprint, while also advocating for an economic and political system that is 
just and sustainable, rather than focused on short term financial and electoral gains.

much of the pope’s appeal to all people of good will was already spelt out a year ago in his groundbreaking encyclical Lau-
dato si’ but, as Cardinal turkson asked at the end of the briefing, how many of us are ready and willing to respond to the 
challenges that document contained?

“it should not be a document to be read, but […] a document with practical implications that we should all try to implement 
and to practice”.

Pope Francis adds a new work of mercy



Contact Information
Ministry Specialist for Overseas 
Protection of Refugees & Ministry 
Specialist for Inland Protection of 
Refugees 
25 hanna street west, windsor 
p.o. box 1053 station a 
n8X 1C7

for general inquiries and appointments, please contact 
519-256-0506.

for inquiries regarding specific sponsorship cases, please 
contact gilbert at giliyam@dol.ca

Migrant Workers Ministry  
box 1207, dresden n0p 1m0

for general inquiries, please contact marie at mcarter@
dol.ca or 1-866-483-2160 x21

Youth Ministry 
for general inquiries, please contact Claire at cbondy@
dol.ca or 519-433-0658 x264.

Hospital Contact Information
St. Joseph’s Health Care Society
519-433-5192
executive director: mr. John Callaghan

Chatham

Chatham-Kent health alliance
p.o. box 2030 n7m 5L9
519-352-6400
r.C. Chaplains: x6641 pager: 519-380-4595
ms. fernanda estoesta
festoesta@ckha.on.ca

Sarnia
bluewater health
89 norman street n7t 6s3
519-464-4400
pastoral services department
priest-Chaplain: rev. Kathemo mukucha, s.X., e.v. dial 
0 for operator
Chaplain: miranda Lau x5473

London

st. Joseph’s health Care
519-646-6000 fax: 519-646-6054
www.sjhc.london.on.ca
Coordinator of spiritual Care: mr. Ciaran mcKenna 
x64395
priest-Chaplain: rev. peter poel (p/t)
Chaplain: deacon Joseph manzara (p/t) on Call priest 
24/7 pager 10292

st. Joseph’s Campus
268 grosvenor street n6a 4v2
Chaplain: ms. margareta vanderheyden x65355

mount hope Centre for Long term Care (includes 
marian villa)
35 grosvenor street n6a 1y6
Chaplain: mrs. Katherine spannemann
x65159, pager 10123
Katherine.spannemann@sjhc.london.on.ca

regional mental health London
850 highbury avenue n6a 4h1
pastoral Care department x47204
regional mental health st. Thomas
p.o. box 2004 st. Thomas n5p 3v9
519-631-8510

parkwood hospital and western Counties wing
801 Commissioners road east
n6C 5J1
519-685-4000
Chaplain: Kathy mcLellan-Lant x42003

London health sciences Centre
519-685-8500
manager: of spiritual Care practice: rev. warren Litt 
x55276
Chaplain: deacon Joe viveiros (p/t)

university hospital
339 windermere road n6a 5a5
priest-Chaplain: rev. mathew elamplakatt, m.s.t.
x35495, pager 13982
on Call priest 24/7 pager 13982

victoria hospital
800 Commissioners road east p.o. box 5010 n6a 5w9
519-685-8500
priest Chaplain: rev. fred howard-smith x55225
Lay Chaplain: sr. magdalena vogt, C.p.s. x55225
Chaplain: deacon Jose viveiros (p/t)
on Call priest 24/7 pager 14694

Windsor

windsor regional hospital – ouellette Campus
1030 ouellette avenue n9a 1e1
519-973-4411 
priest-Chaplain: (both wrh sites)
rev. Thomas Janisse
tjanisse@dol.ca
spiritual Care administrative assistant: x33180
full-time Chaplain:
patricia slavik 519-965-2707

windsor regional hospital: metropolitan Campus
1995 Lens avenue n8w 1L9
519-254-5577 
spiritual Care office administrative assistant: sheila 
Kendal x52447
priest-Chaplain: rev. Thomas Janisse
tjanisse@dol.ca
part-time Chaplains: ms. rosemary hogan-Kobrynovich
rosemary_hogan-kobrynovich@wrh.on.ca 
Cell: 519-965-2659
rev. paul sharrow
paul.sharrow@wrh.on.ca
Cell: 519-965-2672
full-time Chaplain: ms. ruth whallen
x52381 ruth.whallen.wrh.on.ca
Cell: 519-965-2691

hotel dieu-grace healthcare
1453 prince road, n9C 3Z4
519-257-5111 fax: 519-257-5169
priest-Chaplain: x77811
Cell: 226-280-4767
Chaplain: ms. Cynthia dwyer x73647
pager: 519-259-1215
Cynthia.dwyer@hdgh.org
director of mission and organizational development: 
ester Lipniki
519-257-5111 ext. 74121
ester.lipniki@hdgh.org
spiritual Care administrative support:
Kristen paglione
519-257-5111 ext. 76107
kristin.paglione@hdgh.org

salvation army Chaplain: major glenys butt x7817
pager: 519-259-1211
glenys.butt@hdgh.org



Serving the needs of the faithful in Southwestern Ontario

And more than 65 parish cemeteries serving local communities
from Windsor to Woodstock and from Goderich to Port Dover.


