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Message de l’Évêque 
Bishop’s Message

La solennité de l’Assomption de Marie, le 15 août 2017, marquait le 15e 
anniversaire de mon ordination comme évêque de London. Bien des 
choses se sont passées pendant cette période, dans chacune de nos vies 
comme dans la vie du diocèse. Mais à travers les joies et les difficultés, 
une chose n’a pas changé au fil de ces années : la proclamation de 
l’Évangile et l’appel vécu à être de fidèles disciples de Jésus.

Comme je l’écrivais dans ma Lettre aux 
fidèles à l’époque de la Pentecôte, début 
juin, pour annoncer la formation des 
Familles de paroisses, notre diocèse doit 
faire face à de nouveaux défis, mais ces 
problèmes ne sont pas si différents de ceux 
que les gens de notre diocèse ont affrontés 

pendant les 150 dernières années. Comme eux, nous saurons relever 
ces défis dans la foi, avec courage et en faisant confiance à l’amour de 
Dieu.  

Dans le présent numéro de notre journal diocésain, vous pourrez lire 
des textes sur nos plans pour la formation des Familles de paroisses, 
sur le pèlerinage d’un prêtre à Fatima, sur le centenaire de la paroisse 
polonaise de la Sainte-Trinité, ainsi que les réflexions d’un jeune 
catholique sur le prochain Synode des évêques, et d’autres choses 
encore.

Vous remarquerez  qu’avec ce numéro le journal du diocèse de 
London a maintenant un nouveau format. Pendant une décennie, 
notre publication a été conçue autour d’un thème. Plus tôt cette 
année, par exemple, il y eut un numéro consacré au 50e anniversaire de 
Développement et paix. C’était une bonne formule, et elle nous a bien 
servis pendant des années. Mais notre journal appliquera désormais une 
approche plus large. Chaque numéro fera état des nombreuses activités 

qui se font dans notre diocèse en plus d’aborder des sujets 
d’intérêt pour un public catholique.

Notre journal diocésain a pour but de nous tenir au 
courant de ce qui se passe dans l’Église et dans notre 
diocèse. En plus du journal, nous recourons maintenant à 
différentes formes de médias sociaux. Je vous encourage 
à visiter le site Web de notre diocèse. Voyez les dernières 
nouvelles et les dernières photos en nous suivant sur 
Facebook et sur Twitter.  Par ailleurs, comme toujours, je 
vous invite à vous engager personnellement dans la vie de 
votre paroisse.

Sincèrement uni à vous dans le Christ,

Mgr Ronald Fabbro, C.S.B.
Évêque de London

The Solemnity of  the Assumption of  Mary on August 15, 2017, 
marked the 15th anniversary of  my ordination as the Bishop of  
London.  A lot has happened in that time, in each of  our lives as well 
as in the life of  this diocese.  Whether faced with joys or challenges, 
one constant has remained the same throughout these years:  the 
proclamation of  the Gospel and living out the call to be faithful 
disciples of  Jesus.

As I wrote in my Letter to the Faithful 
around the time of  Pentecost in early 
June, announcing the Family of  Parishes, 
our diocese is faced with new challenges, 
but these challenges are not so different 
from those that the people of  our diocese 
have faced over the past 150 years.  Like them, we will respond with 
faith, courage and trust in God’s love.  

In this issue of  the diocesan Newspaper, you will read about our 
plans to form Families of  Parishes, a priest’s pilgrimage to Fatima, the 
centennial anniversary of  Holy Trinity Polish Parish, the reflections of  
a Catholic youth about the upcoming Synod of  Bishops, and more.

You will notice in this issue that the newspaper of  the Diocese of  
London has undergone a change in its format.  For nearly a decade, 
our newspaper has had a theme at its core.  Earlier this year, for 
example, there was an issue dedicated entirely to the 50th anniversary 
of  Development and Peace.  It was a sound approach, and served us 
well for many years.  Going forward, however, our newspaper will take 
a broader approach.  Each issue will report on the abundant activity 
within our diocese, as well as items of  interest for Catholic readers.

The purpose of  our diocesan newspaper is to keep us informed of  
what is happening in the Church and in our diocese.  In 
addition to the newspaper, we are now making use of  
different forms of  social media.  I encourage you to 
visit our diocesan website.  Keep up with timely news 
and photos by following us on Facebook and Twitter.  
Furthermore, and always, I encourage you to be involved, 
in a personal way, in the life of  your local parish.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Ronald Fabbro, C.S.B.
Bishop of  London
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The Holy City of Fatima in Portugal, where our Blessed Mother appeared 
to Francisco, Jacinta and Lucia has always been a place of prominence and 
importance for my family.  The many years we visited Portugal, we would 
always go to Fatima to say a small prayer and light a votive candle for the 
many intentions we brought in our hearts, as well as our gift of thanksgiving 
for the intercessions and protection our Lady has provided for our family.   

This year was different for us; we decided to participate in the 100th 
anniversary of the appearance of our Lady in a special way.  On May 12th at 
approximately 10 pm, we began to head from our lowly village of Lagares, 
where my where my father was raised, and journeyed all the way to the holy 
site.  The 30 kilometer trek was a major test of faith; my dad was driving 
right behind us to give us light and ensure us of our safety.  As we walked 
along, my sister, Kelly, noticed rain clouds forming over us.  It seemed that 
our pilgrimage might be made more difficult.  I told my sister to have faith - 
Our Lady would protect us.  We arrived at the Holy Site at approximately 3 
am with sore feet but uplifted hearts because it had not rained. 

I helped my parents find a place in the site where they could view the 
celebration.  Afterwards, I headed over to the area where the priests and 
deacons were gathering.  The sun started to lift up in the horizon as we 
vested and entered the concelebrants area.  The pilgrimage site was packed – 
it was as if there was a sea of people, a multitude of pilgrims from all over the 
world.  As the Mass of Canonization began, I was moved and inspired by the 
celebration, the joy and of course our Holy Father’s presence. 

The words of the Homily from Pope Francis expressed deeply and 
profoundly the message of Fatima, which is that we have a mother, a true 
mother, a beautiful woman who came down from heaven to visit and 
intercede for her children.  He spoke about the recurring theme of how Our 
Lady leads to Jesus Christ, how she led the children of Fatima to adore their 
Lord more wholeheartedly.

As the Mass ended, tired and sore as I was, I still felt a great joy, the same 
joy that those little ones must have experienced when they met our Lady: 
the joy of the Holy Spirit.  This joy overwhelmed me with gratitude of not 
only knowing the site of Fatima but of having the privilege of celebrating 

this special moment with my brother priests from all over the world.  As 
we returned to our vehicle, which was parked just outside the city limits, I 
reflected on Pope Francis’ words. “We have a mother.”  As we started to head 
back to the village, it began to rain a tremendous downpour. 

I smiled and said to myself, “You’re right, Pope Francis, we have an amazing 
mother!”
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Contributed by Fr. Danny Santos.  Fr. Santos grew up in Mississauga 
in a Portuguese-Canadian, faith-filled family along with his older 
sister and younger brother.  He first heard God’s call after receiving 
First Communion.  He studied at the University of Toronto in 
Mississauga, then at St. Peter’s Seminary in London, Ontario, and 
was ordained to the priesthood on April 25, 2015.

Fr. Santos joined Pope Francis and hundreds of priests from 
around the globe to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
first apparition of Our Lady of Fatima to three humble Portuguese 
shepherd children, two of whom were canonized on May 13, 2017.

On May 13, 2017, Pope Francis stood before the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary 
and canonized two of the shepherd children who met Mary at Fatima:  "We declare and 
define Blessed Francisco Marto and Blessed Jacinta Marto as saints," he said, as applause 
thundered from an estimated half-million pilgrims.  A third child, cousin Lucia, died in 
2005 at the age of 97.  The diocesan phase of her sainthood cause concluded early this 
year and is now under study at the Vatican.

From Fatima with Love

Editor’s Note As Bishop Fabbro noted in his message on the cover page, the format of our diocesan newspaper has changed.  Along 
with this change, comes a new name.  Although this periodical will always remain the newspaper of the Diocese 

of London, it will now operate with the name, Missio (pronounced “miss-ee-oh”).  In searching for a name, it became clear that the first duty of this 
newspaper is to report the many ways in which we, the people of this diocese, are living out our baptismal call, our personal mission.  Missio, from 
the Latin meaning “mission,” refers to the task that we are given at Baptism, to be living signs of Christ’s presence in the world today, as described in 
the Bishop’s Pastoral Plan.  Missio is also the root of the word, Mass, during which we celebrate and commit ourselves each week to this baptismal call.
Change is sometimes challenging.  If you’d like to express your thoughts about these changes, please drop me a line at communications@dol.ca.  NC.



Bishop Fabbro was ordained Bishop of the Diocese of London fifteen years ago on 
August 15, 2002 at Peter’s Cathedral Basilica in London, Ontario.  He is the tenth 
Bishop of the Diocese of London.

Bishop Fabbro is also current Co-Vice-President of the Executive Committee of the 
Canadian Council of Churches (CCC) and President of the Assembly of Catholic 
Bishops of Ontario (ACBO).

The Catholic School Boards serving the Diocese of London 
wish to thank all the parents, volunteers, parishes and community leaders

who support Catholic education!

Happy 15th Anniversary,

Brant Haldimand Norfolk 
Catholic District School 

Board 
322 Fairview Drive, PO 
Box 217 Brantford, ON 

N3T 5M8
519-756-6505

www.bhncdsb.ca

Conseil scolaire 
catholique providence

7515 prom. Forest Glade
Windsor, ON N8T 3P5

519-984-9227
www.cscprovidence.ca

Huron-Perth Catholic  
District School Board 

87 Mill Street, PO Box 70 
Dublin, ON N0K 1E0 

519-345-2440
www.huronperthcatholic.

ca

London District Catholic  
School Board

5200 Wellington Road 
South

PO Box 5474
London, ON N6A 4X5 

519-663-2088
www.ldcsb.on.ca 

St. Clair Catholic District  
School Board 

420 Creek Street
Wallaceburg, ON N8A 

4C4 
519-627-6762

www.st-clair.net

Windsor-Essex Catholic  
District School Board 

1325 California Avenue
Windsor, ON N9B 3Y6 

519-253-2481
www.wecdsb.on.ca

Pope Francis greeting Bishop Fabbro, April 25, 2017
Prayer of Consecration, August 15, 2002

Celebrating Mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica

Bishop Fabbro!



In late 2013, Bishop Fabbro established a special Task Force to study the future of pastoral care in the faith communities (parishes) 
of our diocese.  This Task Force, which began meeting in January 2014 , was made up of representatives of those who minister in our 
parishes, diocesan leadership personnel, and lay representatives from several areas of the diocese, all under the leadership of Father Paul 
Baillargeon, the Chancellor of the diocese.

While things change, we are reminded by Pope Francis that we must have the mission given to the Church as our goal:

I dream of a “missionary option,” that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that the Church’s customs, 
ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably channeled for the evangelization of today’s 
world rather than for her self-preservation. The renewal of structures demanded by pastoral conversion can only be understood in 
this light: as part of an effort to make them more mission-oriented, to make ordinary pastoral activity on every level more inclusive 
and open, to inspire in pastoral workers a constant desire to go forth and in this way to elicit a positive response from all those 
whom Jesus summons to friendship with himself (The Joy of the Gospel, no. 27).

After much discussion, research, consultation and prayerful discernment, it was decided to adopt the “Family of Parishes” model.   While 
the model is new to us, it is a model that has already been used successfully by others dioceses.

At our spring Pastoral Study Days in May 2017, Bishop Fabbro and Bishop Dabrowski, with members of the pastoral teams from each of 
our parishes, gathered together and had the opportunity to hear Mr. Mark Mogilka, Director of Stewardship and Pastoral Services for the 
Diocese of Green Bay, Wisconsin. Mr. Mogilka reflected on the experience of his diocese and offered us a possible road map for our own 
Family of Parishes model.

Also in May, Bishop Fabbro published an announcement about Family of Parishes (available on our diocesan website at www.dol.ca) 
and named the two “pioneer” Families of Parishes that will be formed in January 2018, in advance of the rest of the diocese.  The pioneer 
Families of Parishes are:

Catholic Family of Parishes in Norfolk
This pioneer Family of Parishes comprises Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Parish (Delhi); St. Bernard of Clarivaux Parish (Waterford); 
St. Casimir Parish (Delhi); St. Mary Parish (Simcoe); and St. Cecilia Parish (Port Dover).

Chatham Catholic Family of Parishes
This pioneer Family of Parishes comprises Blessed Sacrament Parish; St. Agnes Parish, St. Joseph Parish, St. Ursula Parish, and 
Our Lady of Victory Polish Catholic Community, all in the city of Chatham. 

As is the case with all pioneers, they have a goal and they will be given a plan for implementation of their goal, that is, the development 
of a community of communities, which is their Family of Parishes.  Through their efforts, we are entering upon this journey; it will be a 
learning experience for all.  What we learn from these pioneers will help the other parishes form their own Family of Parishes in the years 

to come.

Currently, every parish has been named to its Family of 
Parishes, however for the time being they will see little 
or no difference in the normal day-to-day operation 
of the parish.  The parishes will continue to work with 
their pastor/parish administrator to live out the parish’s 
Pastoral Plan.  At the same time, Bishop Fabbro has 
encouraged all Families of Parishes to work together and 
“… undertake a project of mission beyond the family, 
one that all parishes can share in equally – a project 
that is outward focused toward the larger Church or 
larger community, a project that benefits others beyond 
the parishioners of the parishes involved” (Growing 
Together as Families of Parishes, June 2017).

The work towards implementing Families of Parishes 
is ongoing.  Later this year, parish pastoral teams will 
gather at deanery meetings to discuss next steps, discern 
how best to care pastorally for the different members 
of our parish and local communities, and to continue 
to live out the mission that Jesus gave the Church: to 
proclaim with joy the Gospel and to make disciples.

While the shape of our parish community changes, our 
mission remains the same.  Pope Francis writes:

Family of ParishesWELCOME

TO OUR 

The parish is not an outdated institution; precisely 
because it possesses great flexibility, it can 
assume quite different contours depending on the 



Family of Parishes continued...

Roof Tile Management is 
proud to have worked with 
the Diocese of London on a 

wide range of projects: 

St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, 
London

St. Justin, London

St. Mary, London

St. Patrick, London

St. Clement, McGregor

Holy Name of Mary, St. Mary’s

St. Joseph, Chatham

St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Mount Carmel

St. Anne, Tecumseh

St. Patrick, Kinkora

St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg

and many othersContact Us:
360 Gibraltar Drive, Mississauga, ON L5T 2P5

905-672-9992

General Contracting, 
Roofing and Sheet Metal, Masonry, 

Woodworking and Interior 
Restoration 

• one pastor for the entire grouping, 

canonically appointed to each separate parish

• a second priest and possibly a third in the 

family of parishes 

• possibly pastor and other priests live together in one
of the available rectories

• possibly one or more permanent deacons

• possibly one or more lay ecclesial ministers

• possibly one or more parish life coordinators

• a business administrator for the entire family 

of parishes

• possibly a parish nurse

• one administrative office for the family of parishes

• one Pastoral Council for the family of parishes

• one Finance Committee for the family of parishes

PARISH

PARISH

PARISH

PARISH

FAMILY OF PARISHES

openness and missionary creativity of the pastor and the community.  While certainly not the only institution which evangelizes, if 
the parish proves capable of self-renewal and constant adaptivity, it continues to be “the Church living in the midst of the homes of 
her sons and daughters.”  This presumes that it really is in contact with the homes and the lives of its people, and does not become 
a useless structure out of touch with people or a self-absorbed group made up of a chosen few.  The parish is the presence of the 
Church in a given territory, an environment for hearing God’s word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation, 
charitable outreach, worship and celebration. In all its activities the parish encourages and trains its members to be evangelizers. It 
is a community of communities, a sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their journey, and a centre of constant 
missionary outreach. We must admit, though, that the call to review and renew our parishes has not yet sufficed to bring them 
nearer to people, to make them environments of living communion and participation, and to make them completely mission-
oriented (The Joy of the Gospel, no. 27).

Our vision, in keeping with Bishop Fabbro’s Pastoral Plan for the Diocese of London, Embracing a Future Full of Hope, is that our all 
parishes, working together in their own Family of Parishes, will be known as faith communities.  Each of us is called to holiness; formed 
in word and sacrament, joyfully proclaiming the Gospel through words and actions; reaching out and serving those in need; and working 
together with each other and with God’s grace to build up the Kingdom of God.



Bishop Fabbro announced the following pastoral appointments and changes, which 
took effect July 4, 2017 unless otherwise noted.

Fr. Jim Higgins, currently Parish Administrator of  the clustered parishes of  Blessed 
Sacrament and St. Agnes, Chatham has been appointed Pastor of  the pioneer Family of  
Parishes of  St. Ursula, St. Joseph, Blessed Sacrament, St. Agnes and Our Lady of  Victory 
Polish Catholic Community, Chatham.  The pioneer Family will be established on January 
1, 2018.  Fr. Bogdan Molenda, S.Chr., and Fr. Donald Pumputis are appointed to the 
pioneer Family of  Parishes. 

Fr. Donald Pumputis, currently Parochial Vicar of  St. Michael, London, has been 
appointed Associate Pastor of  the parishes of  St. Ursula, St. Joseph, Blessed Sacrament, St. 
Agnes and Our Lady of  Victory Polish Catholic Community, Chatham.

Fr. Matthew Kucharski, currently Pastor of  St. Joseph and St. Ursula, Chatham, has been 
appointed Parish Administrator of  Sacred Heart, LaSalle. 

Fr. Alan Dufraimont, E.V., currently Parish Administrator of  the clustered parishes of  
Our Lady, Queen of  Martyrs, Delhi and St. Bernard of  Clairvaux, Waterford and of  the 
clustered parishes of  St. Cecilia, Port Dover and St. Mary, Simcoe, has been appointed 
Pastor of  the pioneer Family of  Parishes of  Our Lady, Queen of  Martyrs, Delhi, St. 
Casimir, Delhi, St. Bernard of  Clairvaux, Waterford, St. Mary, Simcoe and St. Cecilia, Port 
Dover.  The pioneer Family will be established on January 1, 2018.  Fr. Lucio Couto and 
Msgr. John Staskevicius are appointed to the pioneer Family. 

Fr. Clare Coleman, currently Parish Administrator of  the clustered parishes of  St. Patrick, 
Kinkora and St. Vincent de Paul, Mitchell as well as the clustered parishes of  St. Patrick, 
Dublin and St. James, Seaforth, has been appointed Parish Administrator of  the clustered 
parishes of  St. Patrick, Dublin and St. James, Seaforth. 

Fr. Benjamin Raze, currently Parish Administrator of  Mary Immaculate, London, has 
been appointed Parish Administrator of  the clustered parishes of  St. Patrick, Kinkora and 
St. Vincent de Paul, Mitchell.

Fr. Augustine Ogundele, from the Diocese of  Osogbo in Nigeria, has been appointed 
Parish Administrator of  Mary Immaculate, London.  

Fr. Thomas Blondin, currently Pastor of  Sacred Heart, LaSalle, has been appointed Parish 
Administrator of  All Saints, Strathroy. 

Fr. Peter Amszej, Pastor of  the clustered parishes St. Francis Xavier and St. Peter, Tilbury 
has been granted a six-month leave of  absence. 

Fr. Christopher Bourdeau, currently Parochial Vicar of  Good Shepherd Parish, 
Emeryville, has been appointed Parish Administrator of  the clustered parishes of  St. 
Francis Xavier and St. Peter, Tilbury. 

Fr. Ronaldo Tagnines, from the Diocese of  Daet in the Philippines, has been appointed 
Parish Administrator of  St. Peter, Goderich. 

Fr. Alfredo Pereira, O.C.D., currently Associate Pastor of  St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, 
London, has been reassigned by his community. 

Fr. Gary Ducharme, currently Pastor of  St. Peter, Goderich, has been appointed Parochial 
Vicar of  St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, London. 

Fr. Charles Akinloye, currently Parochial Vicar of  Holy Trinity, Woodstock, will reside at 
Mary Immaculate, London while completing his studies. 

Fr. Dariusz Jagodzinski, currently Associate Pastor of  St. Anne, Tecumseh, has been 
appointed Priest-Chaplain of  Holy Cross Polish Catholic Community, Woodstock as well as 
Parochial Vicar of  Holy Trinity, Woodstock. 

Fr. Henryk Chibowski, currently Priest-Chaplain of  Holy Cross Polish Catholic 
Community, Woodstock, half-time, and Parochial Vicar of  Holy Trinity, Woodstock, half-
time, is returning to Poland at the request of  his bishop. 

Fr. Donato Lwiyando, S.X., currently Associate Pastor of  St. John the Baptist, 
Amherstburg, has been appointed Parochial Vicar of  Good Shepherd, Emeryville. 

Fr. Stephen Marsh, currently Parochial Vicar of  the clustered parishes of  St. Benedict 
and Our Lady of  Mercy, including St. Joseph Church, Sarnia, has been appointed Parochial 
Vicar of  St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg.

Fr. Hugo Santa Cruz, F.M.M., currently Parochial Vicar of  St. Michael, Leamington 
and Priest-Chaplain to Migrant Workers, has been appointed Parochial Vicar of  St. Anne, 
Tecumseh. 

Fr. Mateusz Sobierajski, C.S.M.A., currently Associate Pastor of  St. Teresa in the 
Archdiocese of  
Toronto, has been 
appointed Parochial 
Vicar of  the 
clustered parishes 
of  St. Benedict and 
Our Lady of  Mercy, 
including St. Joseph 

Pastoral Appointments
and Changes for 2017



 
Bishop Fabbro has launched a plan to restore the outside of our 
magnificent building, secure the building envelope from the ele-
ments, and totally rebuild the interior to modern standards.  The pro-
ject will cost $35 million and is well underway. 
 

The dioceses of Hamilton and London, key project partners, have 
ensured that 80% of the project is funded from the start.  The St. Pe-
ter's Seminary Foundation is leading the campaign to raise the bal-
ance--and we are over half way to the goal!   
 

We urge the parishioners of the Diocese of London to get behind 
this effort to help grow the number of people in ministry.  Naming 
opportunities are still available. 
 

To be part of this inspiring effort, use the form below or contact us 
at: 

 

St. Peter’s Seminary Foundation  
1040 Waterloo Street North 
London, ON    N6A 3Y1 
1-888-548-9649  Ext. 255 
or e-mail the Executive Director at dhowie@uwo.ca

 

 
AN INVITATION TO RENEW  

ST. PETER’S SEMINARY  
FOR THE CANADIAN CHURCH 

Church, Sarnia. 

Fr. Glen Ball, ordained May 13, 2017, has been 
appointed Parochial Vicar of  St. Michael, London. 

Fr. Jan Burczyk, C.S.M.A., currently Parochial Vicar 
of  St. Mary Parish, London, and of  Our Lady of  
Czestochowa Parish, London, has been reassigned by his 
community to St. Teresa in the Archdiocese of  Toronto.

 

St. Peter’s Seminary
Seminarian Pastoral 
Year Placement, 2017

Mr. Robert Renaud has been assigned to the parishes 
of  St. Ursula, St. Joseph, Blessed Sacrament, St. Agnes 
and Our Lady of  Victory Polish Catholic Community, 
Chatham, under the supervision of  Fr. Jim Higgins.
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“I thank the members of  the Priest Personnel Board and offer our prayers and support to 
our priests, parish teams and parish families who will be affected by these pastoral changes.       
  May God continue to bless our ministry to the people of  our diocese.”

  Bishop Fabbro



In advance of next year’s Synod, youth 
ages 16-30 across the globe are invited 
to complete a survey.  In our diocese, if you 
do so you will be entered in a free draw to 
win 1 of 3 prepaid credit cards!  

Use this QR code or visit dol.
ca/survey. Enter to win before 
Oct. 1, 2017.

Youth of any faith, or of none, 
are welcome to participate.

“Young People, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment”

There seems to be a misconception surrounding the church (well, there is definitely more than one, but I digress) about it being 
too ‘old-fashioned.’  Some people believe that the Church is just a bunch of rules and no fun, and it needs to get up to date.  Others 
find church boring.  Some others see God as some far-away entity, or worse yet they see no point to religion at all.  Being a Roman 
Catholic, I have struggled with some of these issues growing up, and I would imagine there are many others who are in the same 
boat that I was in a few years ago.  So what do we do about these, and many more, issues?  How do we engage young people?  How 
can we relate to their needs, while keeping our Catholic values as our first priority?

Just as Jesus is the Good Shepherd, reaching out to the lost sheep, so t00 the Church is reaching out to young people.  There are 
many distractions for young people these days: technology, social media, fitting in, peer pressure, popularity, partying, the list 

goes on.  All of these things can make it difficult for young people to hear God’s voice.  Through this survey, the Church is asking: How can we help? 

This survey raises awareness of resources currently available (but maybe lesser-known) to young people, and also asks what the Church can do to 
better help said individuals.  It is exciting to see the Church take an even more active role in developing the lives of God’s younger treasures.  In such 
a transformative stage of life, it is important that youth have a good moral compass.  There are so many other things trying to influence the choices 
of young people.  The Church is asking: What can we do to help?  What resources have you tried already?  What works for you?  What are you 
struggling with?

Some of the resources mentioned in the survey include youth groups, vocation groups, retreats, spiritual direction, faith-based concerts, and of 
course Sunday worship.  From a personal standpoint, I can attest to the fact that God is not outdone in generosity.  Whatever you put into your 
relationship with Him, He will multiply.  These are all great resources, and if you’ve checked some of them out I hope you would agree.  If you have 
not heard about some of the resources, I would encourage you to ask around and get involved; maybe God is calling you to explore Him through 
different avenues.  Contributed by Tom Garrick.

Pope Francis has dedicated the 15th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops to focus on "Young People, the Faith, and Vocational 
Discernment." Bishops from around the world will gather in Rome in October 2018.  They will discern how the Catholic Church might 
pastorally reach out, accompany, and care for the youth of world.  In Pope Francis’ words, “Its aim is to accompany the young on their 
existential journey to maturity so that, through a process of discernment, they discover their plan for life and realize it with joy, opening 
up to the encounter with God and with human beings, and actively participating in the edification of the Church and of society."  In our 
diocese, to equip our Bishops for the Synod so that we may better respond to the needs of our youth, we have invited all youth (ages 16-30) 

to participate in a survey.  At the same time, we ask young people what the synod means for them.  Here is one response:

Bishop Fabbro and teen campers sharing breakfast at CCLC - Catholic Christian Leadership Camp

Tom Garrick recently graduated from the music 
education program at Western University.  He has 
ministered to young people through music ministry 
across the diocese and as assistant camp coordinator 
for REACH and CCLC camps this past summer.  Tom 
will be attending the University of Toronto for his 
Masters in Trombone performance, where he will 
continue to seek the Lord in all aspects of his life.



April 2018
Marian Pilgrimage to 
Fatima and Lourdes

May 2018
Shrines of Poland

with Fr. John Jasica

June 2018
Shrines of Italy

July 2018
Quebec Pilgrimage

August 2018
Quebec Pilgrimage

September 2018
Italy & the Holy Land

October 2018
Stay tuned for more 

information!

Just contact us for 
more information: 

George Cifa  
Nexion Canada Travel 
519-660-6966 x2340
1-800-361-1334    
travelmerchant@
quadro.net
Tico#1549342 ACTA

Tour & Pilgrimage Opportunities Plan now for 2018!
We will customize any pilgrimage to anywhere.

This past July, I had an opportunity to travel to 
the North through King’s University College and 
the office of Campus Ministry.  We travelled for 
ten days to a community where I had spent a 
considerable amount of time during my previous 
year in the North.  Located just an hour away from 
Yellowknife, Rae-Edzo is also often referred to as 
Behchoko.  It is located on the inlet of Great Slave Lake and Marion Lake.  Behchoko is a community of approximately 2,500 people.  Our 
group consisted of representatives from Kings and St. Mark’s College (UBC).

We were invited to attend and take part in their regional spiritual pilgrimage, taking place at Russell Lake, located about six kilometers 
outside of the community itself, on the shores of Russell Lake.  The spiritual gathering called together four different communities from 
what is known as the T’licho region of the North.  

The spiritual pilgrimage took place over five days, each day starting with the Rosary followed by Mass.  During the day we had the 
opportunity to sit, eat, and engage in meaningful conversations with individuals 
of all ages, most often elders.  Each day would end with a reflection on the day and 
Benediction. 

One of the most memorable parts of the pilgrimage was the ritual of the feeding of 
the fire, which took place at the beginning of the pilgrimage and again at the end.  We 
were invited by the elders of the community to participate by taking bread, lard, and 
tobacco—things that had come from the land that the Creator had given.  We placed 
them into a metal tray and prayed in thanksgiving for all that we had been blessed 
with.   We then waited until everyone present had done the same.  An elder then took 
the tray and began to throw everything into the fire, returning it to the land and the 
Creator.  Following the prayer and the feeding of the fire, a drum prayer and drum 
dance took place.  

At the closing ceremonies the same ritual was followed, this time however we were 
asked to join three elders in helping them to drum and lead the prayer and drum 
dance.  Speaking on behalf of the group that attended, we were welcomed into the 
community and onto their land with open arms and open hearts.  We were all very 
touched and enlightened to learn a little more of their tradition. 

As Catholics, we are called to embrace creation and unity, and it was a life-changing 
experience each time I was able to participate in this moment of acculturation.  My 
hope is to work towards creating more opportunities for the Church to be a place of 
beauty in healing in the North and all across Canada.

Journey to the
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Story and photos contributed by Zack Fitzmaurice, Chaplaincy Leader, St. Anne's Catholic Secondary School, Clinton, Ontario (Huron-Perth Catholic District 
School Board).  Zack holds a degree in Catholic Studies with a Minor in Philosophy from Kings University College.  He is currently enrolled in the Master’s of 
Divinity program at St. Peter’s seminary. 

Bishop Mark Hagemoen, Bishop of Mackenzie-Fort Smith, prays with a resident of Behchoko

A local resident at the feeding of the fire ritual



In 1915, there was no Poland on the world map.  It would be three 
more years before Poland regained her independence after 123 years of 
foreign occupation and rule.  However, Poland—and the Catholic faith—
remained firmly in the hearts of the Polish people.

Polish immigrants in the city of Windsor shared in this fervor.  Their 
limited English was not a barrier for the small community that listened 
closely to the sermons of Fr. Ralph Dignan; his sermons were translated 
in real time by students.  Without a church to call their own, the 
congregation of some 300 souls celebrated Mass in the basement of 
Immaculate Conception church in Windsor, Ontario.

Moved by their strong faith and community, then-Bishop Michael Fallon 
established the first Polish parish in the diocese of London and appointed 
Fr. Jan Andrzejewski as the first pastor of the new Holy Trinity Polish 
Parish.  The date was October 9, 1916.  Soon after, plans were started to 
build a church.  That’s when the parish received an unexpected gift.

Mr. Walter Boug, a Windsor resident, who was neither Polish nor 
Catholic, offered up a gift of six building parcels—an open field at the 
time—for the purpose of building a Polish church.  He stipulated that 
construction must begin no later than June 1, 1918, and the church 
completed within a year.

The Polish Parish congregation organized and went to work immediately.  
They hired local architect John R. Boude and, on August 6, 1917, they 
started digging the foundations of their new church.  On October 28, 
1917, Bishop Fallon presided over the blessing ceremony of the church’s 
cornerstone.  The first Mass in the new church was celebrated on Easter 
Sunday in 1918, with the official blessing ceremony held in 1919.  By this 
time, there were now 500 Polish parishioners.  According to the time 
capsule discovered in 2005, the construction cost $32,982.58.  It was the 
first Polish Roman Catholic Parish in the Diocese of London, and only 
the fifth in all of Canada. 

Today, Holy Trinity Polish Parish is the second oldest active Catholic 
church in Windsor.  There were eight pastors in the one-hundred year 
history of the parish: Fr. Jan Andrzejewski 1916-1933, Fr. Franciszek 
Nowak 1933-1943, Fr. Pawel Sargewitz 1943-1949, Fr. Dr. Ludwik 
Kociszewski 1949-1961, Msgr. Wawrzyniec Wnuk, PA 1961-1983, Msgr. 
Piotr Sanczenko 1983 -2003, Msgr. Roman Waszkiewicz 2003 – 2009, 
and Fr. Zbigniew Sawicki 2009 to the present.

Over the past century, Holy Trinity has been a vital parish.  During 
the Second World War, the parish offered its services and support to 
Polish volunteers from across Canada and the USA, who joined the 
Polish Army, trained in Windsor, and fought alongside the Allies on the 

Western Front in Europe.

The 40th anniversary saw the construction of the new rectory and a 
complete remodeling of the church interior, including the main and side 
altars as we see them today, under the leadership of Fr. L. Kociszewski.

According to the Canadian Census of 1965, there were 5,977 Poles living 
in Windsor, or 3.1% of the city’s population. Of that number, 4,277 
identified as Catholics and half belonged to the parish.

In the 1960s through 1980s, under the leadership of Msgr. Wnuk, 
the parish strengthened the community in areas such as education, 
academia and business, as well as reaching out to those suffering under 
the communist regime in Poland.  From the 1980s to early 2000s, under 
the leadership of Msgr. Sanczenko, more than a thousand families came 
as refugees, part of the 
program sponsored by 
then-Bishop Sherlock.

The Polonia of Windsor 
became young and 
vibrant.  The Polish 
Language School had 
almost 400 students 
attending the program.  
The John Paul Il 
monument was erected 
as a tribute to the Polish 
Pope on his 80th birthday 
in the Jubilee Year of 2000.

Amidst the growth, there was pain.  Msgr. Waszkiewicz’s service to 
the Parish was cut short with his untimely passing in 2009.  However, 
during his six years of service, the church building was expanded and 
its structure strengthened, so that it could serve the Polish Community 
for the next 100 years to come.  The renovation and expansion during 
Phase I included the installation of new equipment and the structural 
reinforcement at the cost of $2,287,919.62.  Fr. Sawicki completed Phase 
II, which included a new brick veneer and the insulation of the walls in 
the old portion of the church.

The parishioners of today’s Holy Trinity Polish Parish are thankful to 
Almighty God, and to the past parishioners whose dedication, hard 
work and faith brought forward a beautiful church that has served the 
community for 100 years.  That church has been the cornerstone of 
a thriving Polish community in Windsor, with the guidance of eight 
pastors, twenty-two parochial vicars, and fifty years of support from the 
Ursuline Sisters of the Agonizing Heart of Jesus.  The parishioners of 
today are now handing the church over to the next generation—their 
children and grandchildren—with hopes for a second century filled with 
God’s providence to be the centre of the life of the Polish community in 
Windsor.

Contributed by Richard A. Kusmierczyk – Chair, Holy Trinity R.C. Polish Parish 
Centennial Jubilee Committee, Windsor, Ontario

Holy Trinity Polish Parish Centennial 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S.
London, Ont.

519-432-9624
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It was the first Polish Roman Catholic 
Parish in the Diocese of London, and 

only the fifth in all of Canada.



Sunday, October 22, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. Caboto Club, Windsor ON
$50.00 Ticket deadline 10/13/17 
Tickets will not be sold at event 
Ticket inquiries: (519) 256-7115

Holy Trinity Polish Parish in Windsor
100th Year of Celebration

Gala Dinner 

We are the first ethnic parish established
in the Diocese of London
1035 ELLIS ST EAST   WINDSOR ON   N8X 2J2
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT



Serving the needs of the faithful in Southwestern Ontario

And more than 65 parish cemeteries serving local communities
from Windsor to Woodstock and from Goderich to Port Dover.


