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•
This sam

e principle holds true for sacre
d

 art in
 

ge
n

e
ral, e

sp
e

cially p
ain

tin
g an

d
 scu

lp
tu

re
, 

w
h

e
re

 re
ligio

u
s ico

n
o

grap
h

y sh
o

u
ld

 b
e

 d
ire

cte
d

 
to

 sacram
e

n
tal m

ystago
gy. A solid know

ledge of 
the history of sacred art can be advantageous for 
those responsible for com

m
issioning artists and 

architects to create w
orks of art for the liturgy. 

Consequently it is essential that the education of 
sem

inarians and priests include the study of art 
history, w

ith special reference to sacred buildings 
and the corresponding liturgical norm

s. 
Everything related to the Eucharist should be 
m

arked by beauty.  



M
ichelangelo M

erisi da Caravaggio: 
The Supper at Em

m
aus (1601-2) 

Painted for Ciriaco M
attei. 

 Size: 77 by 55 inches (195 by 139 cm
).  

London, N
ational Gallery. 





Em
ile N

olde: 
The Last Supper (1909) 





•
Special respect and care m

ust also be given to 
the ve

stm
e

n
ts, th

e
 fu

rn
ish

in
gs an

d
 th

e sacre
d

 
ve

sse
ls, so that by their harm

onious and 
orderly arrangem

ent they w
ill foster aw

e for 
the m

ystery of God, m
anifest the unity of the 

faith and strengthen devotion.  
   



The Derrynaflan Chalice and 
Paten 

8
th – 9

th C CE 
Found in 1980 near Killenaule, South 

Tipperary, Ireland 







M
erryn Lloyd:  

Stonew
are Com

m
union Set 

20
th – 21

st C CE 
Birm

ingham
, U

K 





Liturgical Song 

•
42. In

 th
e

 ars ce
le

b
ran

d
i, litu

rgical so
n

g h
as a p

re
-

e
m

in
e

n
t p

lace…
. Certainly as far as the liturgy is 

concerned, w
e cannot say that one song is as good as 

another. Generic im
provisation or the introduction of 

m
usical genres w

hich fail to respect the m
eaning of the 

liturgy should be avoided. As an elem
ent of the liturgy, 

song should be w
ell integrated into the overall 

celebration. C
o

n
se

q
u

e
n

tly eve
ryth

in
g – texts, m

u
sic, 

exe
cu

tio
n

 – o
u

gh
t to

 co
rre

sp
o

n
d

 to
 th

e
 m

e
an

in
g o

f 
th

e
 m

yste
ry b

e
in

g ce
leb

rate
d

, th
e

 stru
ctu

re
 o

f th
e

 rite
 

an
d

 th
e

 litu
rgical se

aso
n

s. [Em
phasis added] 

 



Three Criteria 

•
Textual 
–

N
egative: cannot espouse heresy 

–
Positive: m

ust clothe the m
ysteries of faith in textual 

beauty 
•

M
usical 

–
N

egative: cannot subvert text 
–

Positive: m
ust extend text’s m

eanings in realm
 of sound 

•
Perform

ative 
–

N
egative: cannot im

pede the ritual 
–

Positive: m
ust assist the w

orshiping assem
bly to do the rite  

 



M
. Joncas: “The Sacrifice of Praise” 

•
O

ne bread w
e set before you; 

•
O

ne cup w
e fill w

ith w
ine; 

•
O

ne people at your table 
•

Bears the gift of field and of vine; 
•

O
ne voice proclaim

s your blessings; 
•

O
ne heart to you w

e raise; 
•

O
ne people at your altar 

•
O

ffers sacrifice of praise. 



•
How

 blest are you, O
 God, the M

aster of all 
things, 

•
For by your bounty w

e have bread, 
•

Gift of the earth and the w
ork of hum

an 
hands: 

•
It w

ill becom
e the bread of life. 



•
O

ne bread w
e set before you; 

•
O

ne cup w
e fill w

ith w
ine; 

•
O

ne people at your table 
•

Bears the gift of field and of vine; 
•

O
ne voice proclaim

s your blessings; 
•

O
ne heart to you w

e raise; 
•

O
ne people at your altar 

•
O

ffers sacrifice of praise. 



•
How

 blest are you, O
 God, the M

aster of all 
things, 

•
For by your bounty w

e have w
ine, 

•
Fruit of the vine and the w

ork of hum
an 

hands: 
•

It w
ill becom

e the cup of life. 
 



•
O

ne bread w
e set before you; 

•
O

ne cup w
e fill w

ith w
ine; 

•
O

ne people at your table 
•

Bears the gift of field and of vine; 
•

O
ne voice proclaim

s your blessings; 
•

O
ne heart to you w

e raise; 
•

O
ne people at your altar 

•
O

ffers sacrifice of praise. 



•
How

 blest are you, O
 God, the M

aster of all 
things, 

•
For by your bounty w

e receive 
•

The living presence of our Savior Jesus, 
•

His Spirit dw
elling in our hearts. 



•
O

ne bread w
e set before you; 

•
O

ne cup w
e fill w

ith w
ine; 

•
O

ne people at your table 
•

Bears the gift of field and of vine; 
•

O
ne voice proclaim

s your blessings; 
•

O
ne heart to you w

e raise; 
•

O
ne people at your altar 

•
O

ffers sacrifice of praise. 



•
Finally, w

hile respecting various styles and 
different and highly praisew

orthy traditions, I 
desire, in accordance w

ith the request 
advanced by the Synod Fathers, that 
G

re
go

rian
 ch

an
t b

e
 su

itab
ly e

ste
e

m
ed

 an
d

 
e

m
p

lo
ye

d
 as th

e
 ch

an
t p

ro
p

e
r to

 th
e

 R
o

m
an

 
litu

rgy. [Em
phasis added] 




