
	

 
SUGGESTED TIMELINE 
 
     Before the week begins: 

• April 23: distribute prayer cards, in print and/or copied into weekend bulletin 
• April 23 bulletin announcement: 

NATIONAL WEEK FOR LIFE AND THE FAMILY (May 14-21) – This 
year, in the Church in Canada, the Week will focus on the theme: 
“Love Grows by Giving . . .” For more information about events 
related to the week, see: www.familylifeweek.ca. 

• April 30 bulletin announcement: 
“LOVE GROWS BY GIVING” – In God’s great plan of love for 
humanity, the family is intended to be the privileged place where 
merciful love is first encountered and nurtured. No family is perfect; 
but parents and children who stay in touch with Christ through 
prayer, the Word of God and the sacraments gradually become more 
and more like Christ who is mercy made flesh.  
The child who receives unconditional love is, in the very receiving, 
empowered to bestow unconditional love. During this National Week 
for Life and the Family (May 14-21), let us celebrate our families’ 
wonderful calling to be nurseries of unconditional love. Please 
visit www.familylifeweek.ca. 

• May 7 – May 21 bulletin announcement: 
Encourage families to come to enjoy Family Time – promote some of the At 
Home events/activities (see Home and Parish Events and Activities PDF) 

• May 7 – May 21  
As a parish host and/or promote Family Time events and activities  (see Home 
and Parish Events and Activities PDF) 

• May 14th or May 21st Celebration of the Eucharist - a special Eucharist can be 
celebrated on one of two Sundays during this National Week for Life and the 
Family, ideally on May 14 (Mother’s Day) or May 21.  Please see Homily notes / 
List of suggestions here and Suggested Prayers of the Faithful on the 
diocesan website. 

• Consider arranging a public testimonial during the Sunday Mass of the National 
Week by a couple or family (including grand-parents), to witness the role that 
God’s unconditional love has had in their life as a family, and how their love has 
grown by giving it away. 

  
Thank you, in advance, for your help making this year’s National Week for Life and the 
Family a meaningful and blessed celebration. 


