The Life of a Priest

From its inception in 1856, the Diocese of London has been blessed by many men who have devoted
their lives to the vocation of priestly service. These priests have accompanied generations of the faithful
as we live our earthly lives and draw closer to the living Christ.
The priesthood is a calling for life. It is also a calling for your life. When a man is ordained, he agrees
to take on pastoral responsibility for the lives of others. He accepts the very best, and very worst, of our
lives. He joins couples in marriage and baptizes our children. He prays with our sick, he will pray over
our dead. He visits children in school, helps feed the poor, and prays for those imprisoned literally as
well as figuratively. He hears our confessions. He ignites our hearts with God’s word and love.
The priesthood is a call for life but eventually the time comes when every priest will retire. A priest will
typically not retire until he is 70 to 75, health permitting. Even after retirement, many priests are able
to continue to serve in other ways, for example: celebrating Mass at a parish when needed, serving on a
committee, or writing a book of religious importance.
We, the people of the Diocese of London, are thankful for all that our priests do for us. We are
determined to care for them in their elder years, as they have cared for us. No priest must live in sickness
or destitution due to poverty. Our donations today will pay dividends for years to come.
This Father’s Day weekend, please give as generously as you can. Every dollar collected will be
professionally stewarded by the St. John the Evangelist Pension Fund Society to benefit our retired
priests. Please also pray for our priests be they active or retired, as well as those who have passed on.
This year’s collection envelope has a space where you can give your gift in honour of a special priest who
has affected your life personally.

Priest Pension Fund
2017

 A N N UA L C O L L E C T I O N

A Message from Our Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In May of this year, I had the great privilege of
ordaining a new priest for the Diocese of London,
Father Glen Ball. Those who attend the ordination
ceremony are always deeply moved. The beautiful
ritual, in which the candidate literally lays down
before the altar, reminds us that this man is giving
himself to God. By the grace of the sacrament of
Holy Orders, he is united with his brother priests
and pledges, with them, a lifetime of service to God
and his people.

this year. There are over sixty retired priests in
our diocese and, as I am sure you are aware, that
number is steadily increasing. Please join me also in
praying for all our priests, active and retired, as well
as for vocations to the priesthood.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most. Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B.
Bishop of London

This Father’s Day weekend, we affectionately
acknowledge our earthly fathers. In a similar
way, our diocese has set aside this weekend to
acknowledge our priests. In 2014, I introduced the
Priest Pension Fund collection. The goal of this
annual collection is to raise funds to be invested for
the future care of our priests after their retirement.
The notion of planting and labouring, now, so that
we may receive fruit in years to come, is one that is
familiar to all of us from Scripture.

Thank you, in advance, for your caring and generosity.

I consider it a clear sign of your love and esteem for
our priests that you have responded so generously
over the last four years. An average of $240,000
per year has been raised. This money is invested,
expertly and independently, in the Priest Pension
Fund. When you make your contribution, you
are helping to provide your retired priests with a
modest pension, health and dental benefits, and an
annual retreat.
I am overjoyed with your response, and I thank
you, on behalf of all our priests, for your charity
and kindness. As bishop to over a hundred and fifty
priests, I am deeply grateful for the love and support
you have shown.
Fr. Michael Prieur

Please continue to give as generously as you can

The Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B., was ordained to
the priesthood on May 3, 1980 and ordained Bishop of the
Diocese of London on August 15, 2002.
The Most Rev. Joseph Dabrowski, C.S.M.A., was ordained to
the priesthood on May 4, 1991. He was ordained auxiliary
bishop of the Diocese of London on April 14, 2015.

Fund Facts
Why do we need this collection?

Where does the collection go?

All of the donations collected, minus a few costs such
as envelopes and this brochure, are invested by the St.
John the Evangelist Pension Fund Society.

What is the priest pension fund used for?

The fund provides retired priests with a modest
pension, health and dental benefits, and assistance for
an annual retreat.

When do priests retire?

Priests usually retire between the ages of 70 and 75.
Even then, many continue to serve the faithful by
ministering to the spiritual needs of parishioners.

Do priests save for their own retirement?

Priests are responsible for their own savings. Even so,
because of their modest salary (which is reflected in
their Canadian Pension Plan) and personal almsgiving,
their savings just aren’t enough to provide for their
basic needs in retirement. Also, these savings can
be eroded by the need for nursing care or medical
equipment.

PRAYER:

Prayer for Our Retired Priests

FINANCIAL SUPPORT:

GIFT OF CASH OR CHEQUE
The easiest way to help is by offering a donation of cash or
cheque in the Priest Pension Fund collection envelope, and
putting it in your parish basket. Please note: cheques should
be made out to “St. John Evangelist Pension Fund.”
ONLINE PLEDGE
You can choose to make a donation online by going to www.
dol.ca and clicking on the “Give Online” button. You’ll need
your credit card at hand. Make sure to select “Priest Pension
Fund” and let us know your parish in the box provided. You
even have the option of pre-authorizing a monthly gift.
BEQUEST
A charitable bequest is a distribution from your estate to
a charitable organization through your Will, usually as a
percentage of your overall estate. Even a few percent can
make a lasting impact on the lives of retired priests.
STOCKS AND SECURITIES
Donating stocks, bonds, mutual funds or GICs is easy to do
and, in some ways, can be smarter than donating cash due to
tax considerations.
LIFE INSURANCE
Donating a life insurance policy is another, though less
common option. Depending on how it is structured, you
can receive tax savings while you are still alive and making
payments.

Eternal God,
Jesus Christ is the Eternal Priest,
who continually breathes new life into your church.
For the faithful service
that our brothers have offered our diocese,
we offer our gratitude
and we pray that you watch over them in their retirement.
As they offer us an example of aging with dignity,
we trust that their example and prayers,
inspire countless others to serve your people
with fidelity and courage.
Enlivened by your Spirit,
help us to proclaim your presence as we make your reign known,
where you live as one God,
forever and ever.
LONDON
Amen.
DIOCESE OF

PLEASE DETACH THIS PORTION AND PRAY FOR OUR RETIRED PRIESTS

Currently, there are more priests retiring than are being
replaced with new priests. The math is clear: if we
don’t act today, in the future the pension fund will not
be able to support our retired and elderly priests. This
collection helps to ensure that no priest in his old age
lives in sickness or destitution due to poverty.

How Can You Help?
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Fr. Michael Prieur
Ordained 1965, retired 2016

Fr. Dikran Islemeci
Ordained 1986, retired 2016

Fr. Frank O’Connor
Ordained 1966, retired 2016

A priest ordained today, if he were 25 years of age, would
likely retire somewhere around 2065

