Growing Together as

Families of Parishes

Future Directions for the People and Parishes of the Diocese of London
Deanery of London Families of Parishes:
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, Aylmer, St. Anne Parish, St. Thomas, Holy Angels Parish, St. Thomas
and St. Mary Parish, West Lorne, which includes St. Helen Church, Wallacetown. Three (3) priests will
be appointed to serve this family.
Sacred Heart Parish, Delaware, St. Charles Gamier Parish, Glencoe, All Saints Parish, Strathroy and
Sacred Heart Parish, Parkhill. Three (3) priests will be appointed to serve this family.
Holy Family Parish, London, St. George Parish, London and Communauté Catholique Ste-Marguerite
d'Youville, London. Four (4) priests will be appointed to serve this family, at least one (1) of whom
must be French-speaking.
St. Peter Cathedral Parish, London, St. Michael Parish, London, St. Patrick Parish, Lucan, St.
Josephine Bakhita African-Caribbean Catholic Community,1 with Christ the King University Parish
associated.2 Four (4) priests will be appointed to serve this family, not including the priest assigned
to the university parish and campus ministry.
St. Francis of Assisi- St. Martin of Tours Parish, London, St. John the Divine Parish, London, St.
Justin Parish, London and St. Leopold Mandic Parish, London. Three (3) priests will be appointed to
serve this family, at least one (1) of whom must be Spanish-speaking and not including a Croatianspeaking associate priest.
Mary Immaculate Parish, London, Holy Cross Parish, London, St. Andrew the Apostle Parish, London,
St. Andrew Kim Korean Catholic Community, London, Our Lady of the Rosary Vietnamese Catholic
Community, London3 and Our Lady of Siluva Lithuanian Catholic Community, London. 4 Two (2)
priests will be appointed to serve this family, one (1) of whom must be Portuguese-speaking and not
including a Korean-speaking associate priest.
St. Patrick Parish, London, St. Mary Parish, London, Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish, London and
St. Stephen of Hungary Hungarian Catholic Community, London.5 Three (3) priests will be appointed
to serve this family, one (1) of whom must be Italian-speaking and one (1) Polish-speaking and not
including a Hungarian-speaking associate priest.
1 At present gathers at St. Michael Church, London.
2 Christ the King University Parish is a personal parish serving the students, faculty and staff of Christ the
King University College and Western University. While a full parish within the diocesan family of parishes, it
is, nevertheless, unique from other parishes in its structure and finances. Therefore, it will be associated with
a family of parishes. It will, to the fullest extent possible, support the mission effort of the family to which it
is connected, as well as share in pastoral ministry and ministry formation to the degree that this is feasible.
Conversely the other parishes in the family will collaborate with it where pastoral efforts and endeavors are
determined to overlap.
3 At present gathers at St. Andrew the Apostle Church.
4 At present gathers at Mary Immaculate Church.
5 At present gathers at St. Patrick Church.
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“The parish is the presence
of the Church in a given
territory [...] a sanctuary
where the thirsty come to
drink in the midst of their
journey, and the centre
of a constant missionary
outreach.” - Pope Francis

What Comes Next?
The Families of Parishes having been designated, the next step in the
process is for each of the parishes in a given family to come to know the
others — each partner’s origins and story, strengths and weaknesses,
plans and projects, challenges and needs. The intent in this what
might be called “Getting to know you” phase is to foster a sense of
community even in the differences, to begin to build a relationship and
trust, and eventually to cultivate a spirit of communion, whereby the
family appreciates the call to share of themselves within, outside
and beyond itself.
Gradually the communities within the family will be urged to share
ministry and formation resources and eventually to undertake a
project of mission beyond the family, one that all the parishes can
share in equally — a project that is outward focused toward the
larger Church or the larger community, and a project that benefits
others beyond the parishioners or the parishes involved.

“Pioneer” Families of Parishes
From the beginning of its planning, the Task Force on the Pastoral
Care in the Faith Communities in the Diocese of London determined
that as soon as the Families of Parishes were named two or three
of these families would be designated as “pioneer” families. These
families would be immediately activated and begin to live the new model.
Their experience in living and working with a family would provide
valuable information and learning for the other Families of Parishes to be
implemented in the years ahead. Such a moving out into new territory
would help pave the way for the other families by discovering the
strengths of and challenges within the model and thus help to develop
it more completely.

As we embark on a
whole new model for our
parishes, we need to keep
foremost in our minds
the heart of our mission:
the joyful proclamation of
the Good News of God’s
immense, merciful love.
All of our efforts are to be
oriented to this mission,
directed to this mission,
focussed on this mission.
- Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro,

Bishop of London

It is intended that the “pioneer” Families of Parishes will be engaged
in this exploration of this new form of parish organization for at least
eighteen months, its lived engagement with the model being constantly
monitored and evaluated throughout that time.
Bishop Fabbro has decided that two “pioneer” Families of Parishes will
be launched in January 2018. These are:
• The family of Our Lady, Queen of Peace Parish, Delhi, St. Bernard
of Clairvaux Parish, Waterford, St. Casimir Parish, Delhi, St. Mary
Parish, Simcoe and St. Cecilia Parish, Port Dover;
• And the family of Blessed Sacrament Parish, St. Agnes Parish,
St. Joseph Parish, St. Ursula Parish and Our Lady of Victory Polish
Catholic Community, all in the city of Chatham.

Contact us:

Diocese of London,
Attn: Task Force
1070 Waterloo Street,
London, Ontario N6A 3Y2

Visit us:
taskforce@dol.ca
facebook.com/www.dol.ca
Twitter: @DOL_ca
June 2017

