
May 20, 2018 - Pentecost

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Today, Ascension Sunday, we listen to the passage in the Gospel of Mark in 
which Jesus commissions his disciples: “Go into all the world and proclaim 
the good news to the whole creation” (Mk 16:15). After he ascends to the 
Father, his disciples “went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, 
while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs 
that accompanied it” (Mk 16:20). Next week is Pentecost Sunday. The 
whole Church will join in prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that 
we, like the early disciples, will be turned into bold and courageous heralds 
of God’s wondrous deeds.

Four years ago, I established a task force to look into the Future of Pastoral 
Care in the Faith Communities of the Diocese of London. It proposed 
a ‘Family of Parishes’ model. The excellent work done by the task force 
will help our parishes to be vibrant and active in the Church’s mission of 
evangelization – the proclamation of the Good News of Jesus.

Now that the task force has completed its mandate, I have established a 
diocesan commission to build on the work that has already been done. 
The commission will oversee the implementation and development of 
Families of Parishes that are oriented on our mission of evangelization. It 
will assist parishes in the realization of the goals of the ‘Pastoral Plan for the 
Diocese of London’. It will help us especially: to enter into a close, personal 
relationship with

Jesus and become intentional disciples (Goal #1), to minister with justice 
and compassion to the wounded and marginalized (Goal #3), to have vibrant 
liturgies in our parishes (Goal #4) and to promote continuing formation 

of pastoral leadership – priests, deacons and lay ecclesial ministers (Goal 
#5). The commission will use the different media to communicate, so that 
we can be more effective in our mission of evangelization. In the weeks 
ahead, there will be a series of bulletin inserts that will explain the different 
aspects of this mission.

Our most important task is the 
commitment of each of us to prayer. I 
urge you to join together in prayer that we 
the baptized – you and I – support one 
another in growing closer to Jesus.

Today, as we celebrate the Lord’s 
ascension, I invite you to reflect on 
Jesus’ commission to the first disciples. 
It is our mission. May we, through our 
words and deeds, go out and proclaim 
the Gospel with boldness and courage, 
inviting others to experience the joy of 
meeting Jesus. We implore the help of our 
diocesan Patron, our Blessed Mother under the title of the Immaculate 
Conception, and ask God to bring to completion the good work he has 
begun in us (cf. Phil 1:6).

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B.
Bishop of London

 

          GIDEON TRAVEL & TOURS 
             Your friendly guide around the world since 1959! 

 
 

 

For more information, please contact: 
Paulie Gideon  

Toll-Free: 1-866-949-3033 
email: travel@gideontravel.com  
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15 DAY FASCINATING PILGRIMAGE 
 

GREECE & TURKEY 
Footsteps of St. Paul, Patmos & Cappadocia 

 

FEB. 19th TO MAR. 5th, 2019 

Under the spiritual leadership of  
Fr. Stephen Savel Chaplain 

COST: $4,695.00 CAD per person 
 

THESSALONIKI - AMPHIPOLIS - KAVALA - PHILIPPI - VERIA 
KALAMBAKA - METEORA - ATHENS - CORINTH - PATMOS 
KUSADASI - EPHESUS - IZMIR - CAPPADOCIA - KAYMAKLI 

AVANOS - UCHISAR - CAVUSIN - SINASOS - ISTANBUL 
 

Based on double occupancy and includes: 
airfare & taxes, accommodation in first-class hotels, 
transfers, sightseeing, breakfast & dinner daily, tips 

 

 

 

          

 

Family of Parishes Commission
Taken from the Letter to The Faithful of the Diocese of London from 
Bishop Fabbro.

Coming soon: Family of Parishes Information Series

You may have seen the first two in the series of five information handouts in your parish or Catholic 
institution.  The series, which is available in English and French, comprises the following:

PART 1 - The Vision / La vision - Pentecost (May 19-20)

PART 2 - Equipping the Saints / Equipper les saints - Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ (June 2-3)

PART 3 - Bumps, Bruises and Blessings / Bosses, bleus et bénédictions (September 22-23)

PART 4 - Mission-Oriented Parishes / Des paroisses axées sur la mission (October 13-14)

PART 5 - The Role of the Faithful / Le rôle des fidèles (November 3-4)

Handouts from earlier this year may be available at the back of your church.  All handouts are available 
online at www.dol.ca/family-of-parishes.  We invite you to read them, share them with your family and 
friends, and reflect on their messages.

Look for a copy in your parish bulletin or learn more online at www.dol.ca!


