
Six New Families of Parishes
In 2017, Bishop Fabbro named and activated two ‘pioneer’ Families of Parishes 
(Chatham and Norfolk) and over the last 18 months we have been journeying 
with these Families, and learning from them.

At the beginning of January, 2019, Bishop Fabbro announced that the 
following six Families of Parishes are to be activated on July 2:

    •  One in London Deanery:  Our Lady of Sorrows, Aylmer; Holy Angels 
and St. Anne, St. Thomas; and St. Mary, West Lorne; including St. Helen 
Church, Wallacetown

   •  Two in Windsor Deanery: 1) Our Lady of the Atonement, St. John 
Vianney, St. Vincent de Paul, and St. Anthony of Padua; and 2) Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, Most Precious Blood, St. Theresa, Sts. Cyril and Methodius 
Slovak Parish, and San Juan Diego of Guadalupe Hispanic Catholic 
Community

    •  One in Essex Deanery:  St. Joseph, River Canard; Sacred Heart, LaSalle; 
and St. Paul, LaSalle

    •  Two in Kent Deanery:  1) Our Lady Help of Christians, Wallaceburg; 
Holy Family, Wallaceburg; Sacred Heart, Port Lambton; and St. Michael, 
Dresden; and 2) North American Martyrs, Thamesville, St. Michael, 
Ridgetown; and St. Mary, Blenheim; including Summer Season Mass Sites at 
Erieau and Rondeau Park

Recap: Why the Family of Parishes model?
With prayer, discernment, and input, our Bishop saw a need to help our 
parishes, and the Diocese of London itself, to become mission-oriented.  In 
order to be faithful to the mission of the Church and address the needs of the 
faithful, we needed a model of parishes to give us the stability to go out and 
make disciples.

The Family of Parishes “Task Force”
In 2014 Bishop Fabbro established The Task Force on the Future of Pastoral 
Care in the Faith Communities of the Diocese of London.  It comprised 
clergy, representatives from St. Peter’s Seminary and the Institute of Ongoing 
Formation, diocesan personnel, and several parishioners from 
various parishes across the diocese.  

After much work, consultation and discernment, the Families of 
Parishes model was chosen as the best way to assure the stability 
needed to be a Diocese of mission-oriented parishes that form 
disciples of Jesus. 

If we are open to the Holy Spirit, then things will have to change.  
But, what will not change is our desire to live as disciples of Jesus.  
During this time of transition, pastors, pastoral teams, and the 
diocesan staff will focus on the mission of the Church and the 
needs of our parishioners.  We will continue to call on the gifts 
of the faithful to join us in this work.

How are we preparing Pastors, Pastoral Teams and the 
Faithful?
Once the model was chosen, Bishop Fabbro wrote a letter in June 
2015 to the people of the Diocese of London, “Growing Together 
as Disciples to Serve Others: Future Directions for the People 
and Parishes of the Diocese of London.”

Since then, news has been communicated through a variety of 
means, including this diocesan newspaper, presentations on 
Intentional Discipleships to parish representatives in November 
2017, a diocese-wide handout in 2017, and a series of five 
informational handouts throughout 2018. 

On Ascension Sunday, May 10, 2018, Bishop Fabbro sent out 
a Pastoral Letter to the faithful announcing the establishment 
of a commission named, “Equipping the Saints for Ministry: 
The Diocesan Commission for the Families of Parishes”.  This 
commission will help us move towards being a mission-oriented 

diocese with mission-oriented parishes.  The Commission has already begun 
its work. 

Additionally, over the last few years, the themes for the Pastoral Study Days 
and the Priests’ Study Days have been utilized to renew our parish pastoral 
teams in the mission of the Church, and to prepare for the Families of Parishes 
Model.

In the fall of 2018, working with the Archdiocese of Boston, we held three 
one-day “Forming Disciples in Mission” workshops throughout the diocese.  
We are planning ways to presently bring this workshop to various locations 
around the diocese.

After Bishop Fabbro named the new Families of Parishes and the priests who 
will serve them, Bishop Fabbro and Bishop Dabrowski gathered these priests 
for a two-day period of prayer and orientation in an ongoing effort to support 
and prepare our priests for the new model, and for renewal in the mission of 
the Church.  

Over the next six months, the staff of the Diocesan Centre will journey with, 
and prepare for, the activation of these parishes.

With our eyes on the mission of the Church, we the people of the Diocese 
of London plan on being a mission-oriented Church that forms disciples of 
Jesus.

Family of Parishes - Phase Two

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Bishop Fabbro’s new Commission:  
“Equipping the Saints for Ministry: 
The Diocesan Commission for the 

Families of Parishes” (see Eph. 4:12)

Mission:  Inspiring Parishes to make 
disciples of Jesus

Vision:  Being mission-oriented 
parishes that make disciples of Jesus


