
Chères sœurs et chers frères dans le Christ,

Le présent numéro du journal diocésain Missio marque une étape importante : 
il s’agit de sa 175e livraison.  Lancé en 1980, le journal s’est appelé longtemps « 
La Lettre du Diocèse de London ».  C’est à l’automne 2017 qu’il a pris le nom de 
« Missio », avant tout pour mettre l’accent sur le fait que notre diocèse veut être 
une Église missionnaire qui forme des disciples de Jésus.

J’ai donné ma première entrevue à notre journal diocésain pour le numéro 103, 
à l’été 2002, alors que je venais d’être nommé évêque.  Sur la page ci-contre, vous 
trouvez « Un entretien d’adieu avec Mgr John Sherlock ».  Si vous souhaitez relire 
ces articles historiques, vous pouvez les consulter sur notre site Web à l’adresse 
www.dol.ca/news 

Aujourd’hui, dans ce 175e numéro du journal, j’ai le grand privilège de vous 
présenter un article remarquable qui évoque la vie, l’époque et le service 
extraordinaires de mon prédécesseur, Mgr John Michael Sherlock, décédé le 12 
août 2019, à l’âge de 93 ans. 

Mgr Sherlock était un vrai pasteur, proche de ses prêtres et de son peuple.  Dans 
ses 45 années de ministère épiscopal, il a donné sa vie au service de notre diocèse 
et de l’Église au Canada.  Il nous manquera et nous prions pour qu’il repose en 
paix.

Sincèrement uni à vous en Jésus Christ,

Mgr Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB
Évêque de London
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MISSIO THE NEWSPAPER OF THE 
DIOCESE OF LONDON

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

This edition of the diocesan newspaper, Missio, marks something of a milestone: 
this is the 175th edition.  The newspaper was first introduced to the Diocese of 
London in 1980.  For many years it was called “The Newsletter of the Diocese of 
London”; more recently, in autumn 2017, it was renamed “Missio” in large part 
to bring a fresh focus on our diocese as a mission-oriented Church that forms 
disciples of Jesus.

My first interview in our diocesan newspaper, then Bishop-Elect of London, was 
the summer edition in 2002, Issue 103.  On the facing page is “A Farewell Chat 
with Bishop John Sherlock.”  If you would like to read these historic articles, they 
are both posted on our website at www.dol.ca/news.  

Now, in this 175th edition of the newspaper, it is my privilege to introduce 
a special feature remembering the incredible life, times, and service of my 
predecessor, Bishop John Michael Sherlock, who died on August 12, 2019, in his 
94th year.  

Bishop Sherlock was a true pastor who was close to his priests and his people.  
In his episcopal ministry over the past 45 years, he gave his life in service of our 
diocese and the wider Church in Canada.  We will miss him, and we pray for him 
that he will rest in peace.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB
Bishop of the Diocese of London
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This summer, over 230 teens from across the Diocese of London, along with 
45 chaperones and four priests, attended one of the two dozen Steubenville 
Youth Conferences hosted across the United States and Canada.  Most of those 
who attended from our diocese went to the main campus at the Franciscan 
University of Steubenville in Ohio, or Steubenville Toronto in Oshawa, 
Ontario, which is one of the offshoot locations.

Steubenville, or “Steubie” as it is affectionately called, is a three-day event for 
teens that offers a high-level speaker panel, outstanding music leaders, and 
sacraments done with intentionality to highlight the graces and joy that they 
impart.  These weekend experiences give young people a glimpse into the 
diversity of the Catholic Church, alongside its immense beauty, as well as love 
for the people of God.

So, how has this movement endured for so many years and continued to 
grow and flourish?  The conference has evolved continuously since the 1980s.  
Early participants slept in giant circus tents, in all sorts of weather conditions.  
Many tell stories of the year that it rained non-stop and frogs took over the 
sleeping tents.  Conference organizers have recognized the need to adjust 
their presentation to keep in step with ever-changing youth culture.   Better 
sleeping arrangements is only part of the forward motion.  

Years ago, there was a strong focus on extravagance and spectacle.  The theme 
was often accompanied by a skit that played out through the weekend.  There 
was always a time for ‘entertainment’ on Saturday, and action songs were an 
imperative.

These things are no longer a priority, as they have less appeal to today’s teens.  
Now the theme is manifested through the talks and homilies.  The production 
level is professional and mature, which affirms for teens that they are taken 
seriously as valued members of our Church family.  

Each location also has its own flavour.  Many parishes continue to journey to 
Ohio, despite the challenges that come with crossing the border, because the 
campus is both beautiful and holy, with an amazing chapel and an enviable book 
store.  The most talked-about part of the weekend is Saturday night Adoration, 
and while it has always been known to have a very charismatic feel, this has also 

changed throughout the years.  The manifestations of the Holy Spirit continue 
to be revealed during this time, however the organizers continue to try to 
mitigate the drama that often accompanied those gifts in a room overflowing 
with teenagers.  Those who go to Toronto will experience a more subdued 
encounter with Adoration on Saturday night.  While still powerful and life 
changing, it is quieter and perhaps more peaceful.  

This year, the theme was “Belong,” drawn from 1 John 3:1, “See what love the 
Father has bestowed on us, that we may be called the children of God.”  The 
various speakers throughout the weekend challenged the teens to tap into 
their innate desire for meaningful connections and authentic relationships, 
and reminded them that they are never alone.  God’s voice comes through the 
noise and the chaos to remind us that we are his and so we are never alone.

It is always magical to hear the teens reflect on their experiences as they 
journey home on the bus, and so here is a glimpse of this experience in their 
own words:
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Contributed by Claire Bondy, Family and Youth Ministry Specialist

Group of leaders that toured 40 Days for Life Headquarters in Bryan, Texas

The Mount Carmel group with Fr. Leo Patalinghug,
Fr. Steven Marsh, and Deacon Robert Renaud

See You In Steubie!

“The conference made me more aware of God’s 
presence in my life.”

“God overwhelmed me!”

“As I allowed the Holy Spirit into my 
thoughts…I knew that I was loved by so many 

people, including God.”

“During the girl talk, Emily said 
something that really moved me: ‘If God 
wanted you to have everything that that 
girl had, he would’ve laid them on me’ 

and that made me realize that god made 
me perfect in his eyes”

These are the kinds of reflections that keep parishes going 
back to Steubenville Youth Conferences year after year 
after year. 



Catholic Women In Action

The Catholic School Boards serving the Diocese of London 
wish to thank all the parents, volunteers, parishes and community leaders

who support Catholic education!

Brant Haldimand Norfolk 
Catholic District School 

Board 
322 Fairview Drive,

Box 217 Brantford, ON 
N3T 5M8

519-756-6505
www.bhncdsb.ca

Conseil scolaire 
catholique providence

7515 prom. Forest Glade
Windsor, ON N8T 3P5

519-984-9227
www.cscprovidence.ca

Huron-Perth Catholic  
District School Board 

87 Mill Street, PO Box 70 
Dublin, ON N0K 1E0 

519-345-2440
www.

huronperthcatholic.ca

London District Catholic  
School Board

5200 Wellington Rd. S.
PO Box 5474

London, ON N6A 4X5 
519-663-2088

www.ldcsb.on.ca 

St. Clair Catholic District  
School Board 

420 Creek Street
Wallaceburg, ON

N8A 4C4 
519-627-6762

www.st-clair.net

Windsor-Essex Catholic  
District School Board 

1325 California Avenue
Windsor, ON N9B 3Y6 

519-253-2481
www.wecdsb.on.ca

Contributed by Mary Bannon
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada has been in the forefront of the 
problem of human trafficking, passing resolutions in 2004, and again in 
2008, to address and eliminate human trafficking.  

In our 2013 convention, the London Diocese Council invited Joy Smith, 
MP, to speak about her efforts to pass legislation dealing with the problem.  
Beginning in 2018, Catholic Women’s League members were invited to 
discover more about human trafficking.  This was part of the theme set by 
diocesan president Rebecca McCarrell: “Educate, Engage and Empower.”

First we educated ourselves by inviting Kelly Franklin from Courage for 
Freedom to speak with us about her ministry at our Fall Regional Days 
of Study.  Kelly works with survivors of sex trafficking at Farmland near 
Aylmer, using equine therapy.  

Ms. Franklin informed us that while we may think that this crime does not 
exist here in southwestern Ontario, statistics show that 60 percent of human 
trafficking victims are targeted and trafficked along the 400-series corridor 
in Ontario, and the average age of victims is 13 and a half.  She has even met 
a four-year-old survivor!  

Not everything is known about how victims get into this sad situation.  
Sometimes an older girl or young woman befriends them, others are lured in 
on the internet.  There is no “one story fits all.”  The common element is that 
they are persuaded to separate from their families and support systems.

We Catholic Women were challenged to become engaged in more awareness 
of this issue by participating in Project ONRoute this summer.  Some of 
the survivors produced a short 45-second, upbeat video to be shown in 
OnRoute centres across Ontario.  Project ONRoute successfully engaged 
in negotiations to display the videos, raising the funds needed.  As a group, 
the CWL was persuaded as part of our social justice outreach to not only 
support the project financially but also to engage in gathering at OnRoutes 
on July 30,  International Day to End Trafficking in Persons.  

Diocese of London CWL gathered with others such as women’s institutes, 
professional business women’s clubs, MPs, MPPs, mayors, OPP, and Crime 
Stoppers.  It was a marvellous ecumenical outreach.  We gathered at 
OnRoutes in Woodstock, Cambridge, Dutton (West Lorne), and Tilbury.  
Each location attracted a large turnout of participants.

Project OnRoute came to fruition and empowered us to participate in 
Project Maple Leaf, the next step in fighting trafficking.  The goal continues 
to be greater public awareness to help protect all vulnerable young women 
and girls.  Kelly Franklin said,  "That’s the whole plan.  If we create a bigger 
community safety net, just lifting up our heads, looking around, [we will 

know] what we're seeing and having the courage to make the call.  What's 
going to happen is things are going to change."  

The shift to Project Maple Leaf will see a change of focus to the use of social 
media.  Just as Kelly empowers survivors to move through the trauma they 
have endured this project empowers us so that if we see something that 
seems “not quite right” we should say something by phoning the Project 
Maple Leaf hotline: 1-833-900-1010.  Program this number into your cell 
phone.

Through personal participation in these projects, the London diocesan 
Catholic Women’s League have been educated, engaged, and empowered.



As a child, I heard in a Sunday homily that God promised to send us a blanket!  Excitedly, I 
asked my brothers and sisters on the way home, what that really meant.  They had not heard 
Father say anything about a blanket, and were not interested in my question.  

But I heard it and it touched me, especially since I often suffered from the cold and could 
really use a blanket!  I kept wondering what God was going to send us.  I kept pondering 
that question in my heart and a year later I heard that same promise - but this time I heard 
that God was sending us a Comforter!  I almost cried out in delight, “That’s it!”

When I shared this new wording with the family, again on the way home from Church, they 
did not remember my question from the year previous, and again showed no interest.  But I 
was excited by this promise of God, even though I lacked understanding of it.  Even though 
I was aware that it was the Feast of Pentecost, I thought that the Holy Spirit was a literal 
comforter.  Again, I carried this promise of God in my heart… and thus began my interest in 
the Holy Spirit.

Yes, I grew in my relationship with God as Father and of course with Jesus as Son and special 
Friend, but the Holy Spirit remained a big question.  I had difficulty relating to the Holy 
Spirit as a Person.  I kept going back to the “blanket” or “Comforter” experience, searching 
for a profound meaning.

Later on in life, it seemed that the only way I could establish a relationship with the Holy 
Spirit was to think in terms of gifts and experiences in my life.  One of the most precious 
gifts to us is God’s great love.  In Romans 5:5, St. Paul says, “God’s love has been poured out 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”

In our faithfulness to the Sunday Mass, and often hearing mom’s version of loving each 
other, I was aware of Christ’s words about loving one another.   But when Christ went further 
and said that we should even love our enemies, and those who are not good to us, or even 
seek to harm us, I never really felt I could do that.  What a joy and blessing when we are able 
to experience that possibility!  We become aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit when our 
loving flows into mercy and forgiveness.  We begin to see our sins, and the sins of the whole 
world, through the eyes of God, who repeatedly says in Scripture that he does not wish the 
death of the sinner, but that they return to him.

While we would like to erase evil from the face of the earth, God waits for our moment 
of conversion.  In other words, when we can look at the problem of evil in the world with 
compassion, we know that the Spirit is truly alive and active.

We know that the Holy Spirit is at work in us, when we have a burning desire to become 
saints!  When, especially at Mass, we feel so closely united with the Bread and Wine and we 
long for that same transformation: to be there through the power of the Holy Spirit and to 
become eucharistic.

In our struggle to pray and to know how to pray, we realize that the Spirit is truly present 
when we experience, in the depths of our being, a prayer that arises from within and ascends 
to the Father that really is not our own. We feel humble because our sinful temple has been 
used by the Holy Spirit in prayer to the Father.

We know that the presence of the Holy Spirit is active within when, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, we pour out the balm of prayer on the deep wounds of the Church.  We 
realize that we are the Church, always in need of God’s healing love.

The beauty of all this is that the Spirit of Compassion and the trust in God’s sanctification 
continues to grow deeper, and to be active in us. Through the Scriptures, the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit opens us to new meaning and understanding.  Who is the Spirit?  All the 
above and much, much more!

In the warmth of God’s love, I feel a connection to God’s promise, the greatest and warmest 
security blanket!

Just contact us for 
more information: 

George Cifa  
Nexion Canada Travel 
519-660-6966 x2240
1-800-361-1334    
travelmerchant@
quadro.net
Tico#1549342 ACTA

Tour & Pilgrimage Opportunities

Plan now for 2019 and 2020!   We will customize any pilgrimage to anywhere.

Holy Land & Jordan in 
April

Eucharistic Congress

Marian Pilgrimage to 
Fatima and 
Lourdes in October

Shrines of Quebec in 
August

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

A reflection by Sister Theresia Elder, RPB
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 QS Travel & Tours Inc. 
PILGRIMAGES/TOURS www.qstours.com 

TICO #50016789

t lunches & insurance, based on double

Prices include everything, except lunches & insurance, based on dobule 
occupancy in 4* hotel accommodations. Airport taxes are subject to change.

Tel: 905.412.2242, 905.412.3355, 1.800.565.3619 
Email: group@qstours.com

PASSION PLAY 2020 IN OBERAMMERGAU
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 
IRELAND AND WALES 

 May 11 - 23, 2020 13 days $5,490 
with Rev. William Kornacker
HOLLAND, BELGIUM, 

GERMANY, 
LICHTENSTEIN & ITALY 

June 28 – July 8, 2020, 11 days $4,890 
with Rev Fr. Joe S. Selvanayagam 

GREECE, ALBANIA, 
MONTENEGRO, CROATIA, 
MEDJUGORJE, ITALY AND 

GERMANY
Sep 12 – 27, 2020, 16 days $5,390 

with Fr. Deyre Azcuna
FRANCE,  GERMANY, 
LICHTENSTEIN AND 

ITALY 
Sep 13 – 24, 2020, 12 days $5,390 

with Fr. Ruggiero Dibenedetto

THE HOLY LAND & 
GERMANY 

May 07 – 18, 2020, 12 days $4,890 
with Fr. Benjamin Raze (May 07 – 14, 2020) 

GERMANY, AUSTRIA AND 
SWITZERLAND 

June 01 – 13, 2020, 13 days $5,490
with Fr. Joseph Grima 

HOLLAND, BELGIUM, 
GERMANY, LICHTENSTEIN & 

ITALY 
June 28 – July 10, 2020, 13 days  $5,290 
HUNGARY, POLAND, CZECH 

REPUBLIC, AUSTRIA AND 
GERMANY 

July 05 – 16, 2020, 12 days $5,190
AUSTRIA, GERMANY, 
CZECH REPUBLIC & 

POLAND
Aug 05 – 16, 2020 12 days $5,290

PORTUGAL, SPAIN, FRANCE 
& ITALY 

Oct 07 – 22, 2019 16 days $4,490 
with Fr. Jose Karikompil

THE HOLY LAND & JORDAN 
Oct 18 – 29, 2019 12 days $3,990 
with Rev. Thomas C Kuriacko 

THE HOLY LAND AND JORDAN 
Nov 16 – 27, 2019  12 days $3,990 
with Rev. Fr. Joe S. Selvanayagam

MEXICO 
Dec 10 – 13, 2019 4 days  $1,650 
with Rev. Saju Oreethaparambil
EGYPT, THE HOLY LAND & 

JORDAN
Mar 24 - Apr 8, 2020 16 days $4,490

with Fr. Gorgonio Silagan
THE HOLY LAND AND JORDAN
 Mar 28 - Apr 8, 2020 12 days $3,990 

with Fr. Gorgonio Silagan
THE HOLY LAND

May 7 - May 15, 2020 9 days $3,099 
with Fr. Benjamin Raze

THE HOLY LAND
Oct 18 - 26, 2019 9 days $3,099 
with Rev. Thomas C Kuriacko
EGYPT, JORDAN & THE 

HOLY LAND
Nov 13 – 28, 2019 16 days $4,490 
with Rev. Fr. Joe S. Selvanayagam

EGYPT AND THE HOLY LAND
Mar 24 - Apr 5, 2020 13 days $3,890 

with Fr. Gorgonio Silagan
THE HOLY LAND

Mar 28 - Apr 5, 2020 9 days $3,099 
with Fr. Gorgonio Silagan

PERU
Apr 22 - May 1, 2020 10 days $3,990 

with Fr. Steven Szakaczki
THE HOLY LAND & JORDAN
May 7 - 18, 2020 12 days $3,990 

with Fr. Benjamin Raze
PORTUGAL, SPAIN, FRANCE & ITALY
May 27 - Jun 11, 2020 16 days  $4,490

ITALY, CROATIA & MEDJUGORJE
Jun 3 - 17, 2020 15 days $4,190

“Who is the Holy Spirit?”
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Coming opportunities:
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97 Wharncliffe Rd. S.
London, Ont.

519-432-9624

www.sunrisestainedglass.com

Heritage 
Quality

Restoration & 
WoodworkSince 1979

London’s Most Experienced 
Stained Glass Craftsmen

Memorial 
Windows

Storm 
Glazing

• •
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Roof Tile Management is 
proud to have worked with 
the Diocese of London on a 

wide range of projects: 

St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, 
London

St. Justin, London

St. Mary, London

St. Patrick, London

St. Clement, McGregor

Holy Name of Mary, St. Mary’s

St. Joseph, Chatham

St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Mount Carmel

St. Anne, Tecumseh

St. Patrick, Kinkora

St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg

and many othersContact Us:
360 Gibraltar Drive, Mississauga, ON L5T 2P5

905-672-9992

General Contracting, 
Roofing and Sheet Metal, Masonry, 

Woodworking and Interior 
Restoration 
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Leave a legacy of faith: Remember the Church in your Will

A Will is a legal document that contains directions 
regarding the distribution of your estate among 
the persons or charities that you want to benefit.  
A Will also names one or more representatives 
who will be responsible for carrying out your 
wishes. 

A Will outlines where you wish your estate to 
go, allowing you to direct your assets to whom 
you wish, namely heirs and the charities and 
organizations most important to you.

With a Will, your heirs’ tax burden is reduced.  
Your chosen executor(s) will follow your wishes 
and instructions as to gifts from your estate.

It is advisable to review your Will periodically 
and update it when necessary, for example, due 
to changes in income tax legislation, or to reflect 
changes in assets or a change in your chosen 
executor(s).

Why have a Will? What if I don’t have a Will?
Without a Will, the Province of Ontario will 
consider you “intestate” and your estate will be 
managed by a Court-appointed administrator 
who will distribute your estate according to the 
laws of Ontario.  

Your assets may not be distributed as you wish, 
and charities - including the Church - will not be 
entitled to any gift from your estate.

This can needlessly create a very difficult situation 
for your family, at an already emotional time.

Did you know?
• Your parish, St. Peter’s Seminary, and the Diocese of London are all registered charities and 

eligible to be named in your Will, resulting in tax breaks.
• If you own shares (securities) that have increased in value, there are generous tax-saving 

rules that allow you to donate your shares to the Church during your lifetime. You get a 
charitable tax receipt for the current value of the donated shares and you pay no capital gains 
tax.

• Other types of planned gifts include real estate, life insurance, annuities, RRSPs, RRIFs, and 
other investments.  

• Your generous gifts can be given both during your lifetime as well as in your Will.
• You should obtain professional advice in planning gifts and preparing your Will.

By planning a gift now, you can leave a legacy that will support and nourish the Church today and for generations to come.  
For more information please visit www.dol.ca/give or contact Mr. Dave Savel at 519-433-0658 or dsavel@dol.ca 

Leave a Legacy



John Michael Sherlock was born in Regina, Saskatchewan, on January 20, 
1926.  He grew up in Brantford, Ontario, with his parents, two sisters, and 
five brothers.  After high school, called by God, he entered St. Augustine’s 
Seminary in Toronto.  He was ordained to the priesthood on June 3, 1950.  
Incredibly, he was one of three priests from his family, along with his 
brothers Philip and William.

Immediately after his priestly ordination, then-Father Sherlock began 
graduate work in canon law. He completed his licentiate in 1952 and began 
parochial work in Hamilton, Ontario, and then Dundas, Ontario.  He later 
returned to Hamilton as pastor of St. Charles Garnier parish, where he 
had the responsibility of building a new church for a growing community.  
Throughout this time, he was involved in the Diocese of Hamilton’s tribunal, 
the Newman chaplaincy (both locally and nationally), and co-operative 
housing.  He taught Sacred Scripture at McMaster University and worked 
closely with school and hospital boards.

In 1974, Pope Saint Paul VI named John Michael Sherlock as the Auxiliary 
to London’s then-Bishop G. Emmett Carter.  Bishop Sherlock was ordained 
on August 28, 1974.  Four years later, he was named the ninth Bishop of the 
Diocese of London and installed at St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica on August 
21, 1978, by his predecessor, then-Archbishop Carter.

For 24 years, from 1978 to 2002, Bishop Sherlock served as the Bishop of 
London.  He was a deeply spiritual man with a keen intellect, a natural 
ability to lead, and a joyful sense of humour.  A lifelong priest and shepherd, 
he was deeply and lovingly committed to Jesus, his Church, and her people.

Bishop Sherlock led the diocese through the final quarter of the twentieth 
century, a time of social upheaval when the Church searched for new ways 
to continue its mission.  With his leadership, the diocese adopted a profound 
shift in the concept of ministry, one which affected not only priests and 
religious, but the laity and diocesan administrators.

A tireless and forward-thinking Bishop, John Sherlock made important 
contributions in Catholic education, health care, social justice, pastoral 
care, and the implementation of changes resulting from the Second Vatican 
Council.  His influence reached across not only the Diocese but across 
Ontario and Canada.

In September 1983, Bishop Sherlock was elected president of the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB).  He was tasked with organizing the 
1984 papal visit to Canada.  He made countless trips to Ottawa and Rome to 

plan logistics, navigate schedules, and help fine-tune Pope Saint John Paul 
II’s public speeches.  Bishop Sherlock accompanied the Pope during the 
cross-country visit in September 1984, an odyssey which resulted in a lasting 
friendship between the two.  The papal visit was one of the highlights of 
Bishop Sherlock’s episcopacy, and indeed of his life.

Bishop Sherlock inspired a strong bond of fraternity among the priests of the 
diocese as well as the men studying for the priesthood at St. Peter’s Seminary.  
The seminary, which was comprehensively restored in the final years of 
Bishop Sherlock’s lifetime, remains a viable centre of formation for both 
seminarians and lay students, thanks in large part to the Pentecost 2000 
capital campaign which Bishop Sherlock launched in 1989.  Response from 
diocesans was incredible and the campaign raised more than $21-million.  
This provided a lasting endowment for St. Peter’s Seminary, as well as the 
vital funding needed to establish a Youth Ministry Office, the Diocesan 
Refugee Office, the Office of Liturgy, and the Justice Office, all of which 
continue in some form.

On April 27, 2002, Rome accepted Bishop Sherlock’s resignation.  He 
chose to spend his retirement years in the city of London, so that he could 
remain in the diocese which he considered his home.  Even in retirement, 
he remained active by teaching, conducting retreats and parish missions, 
helping at parishes on weekends, and participating in diocesan celebrations.  
He continued hearing confessions and celebrating Mass almost every 
Monday at the cathedral into late 2018.

Bishop Sherlock passed away peacefully on Monday, August 12, 2019 in his 
94th year.

When he was elevated to the episcopacy, Bishop Sherlock chose Omnia 
et in omnibus Christus as his episcopal motto.  Translated into English, 
his motto proclaimed that “There is only Christ: he is everything and he 
is in everything” (Col. 3: 11, Jerusalem Bible).  These words guided him 
throughout his term as Bishop and until his last hour.

Remembering The Most Reverend
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Born January 20, 1926 in Regina, Saskatchewan
Deceased August 12, 2019

Ninth Bishop of London from August 21, 1978 until his retirement April 27, 2002

Statement from the Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB
Bishop Sherlock was a true pastor who was close to his priests and his 
people.  In his episcopal ministry over the past 45 years, he gave his 
life in service of our diocese and the wider Church in Canada.  We 
will miss him, and we pray for him that he will rest in peace.

John Michael Sherlock, DD
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“Unplanned” movie
This spring and summer in Canada, a united pro-life voice demanded 
the opportunity to view the movie “Unplanned: What She Saw Changed 
Everything” in local theatres. 
The movie is based on the conversion of Abby Johnson, former director of 
the Planned Parenthood in Bryan, Texas.  After a successful eight-year career 
within Planned Parenthood, Abby was asked to assist during an ultrasound-
guided abortion of a baby at 13 weeks gestation.  What happened next was 
nothing short of a metamorphosis for Abby. 
In Canada, the obstacles for a release of Unplanned seemed almost 
insurmountable.  No Canadian distributor wanted to touch the movie.  
Cineplex, Canada’s largest theater chain, was not interested in screening the 
movie.  Meanwhile, pro-abortion advocates were loudly calling Unplanned 
“dangerous propaganda” and were filling 
mainstream news and social media. 
Then, during pro-life week on Parliament 
Hill, a private screening of Unplanned 
was hosted, including a visit from one 
of the movie’s producers along with the 
actress, Ashely Bratcher, who portrays 
Abby Johnson in the movie. 
National Campus Life Network (NCLN) 
began a petition to bring Unplanned 
to Canadian theatres.  Campaign Life 
Coalition brought Abby Johnson to 
Canada for the March for Life. Abby 
attended a private screening of the movie 
at the Museum of Civilization in Gatineau, Quebec, along with over 200 
pro-life supporters.  She addressed the Canadian pro-life movement several 
times over subsequent days: after the private screening, at the Vigil at the 
Human Rights Monument, at the March for Life, and at the Rose Dinner.  
She inspired and emboldened listeners to bring this life-changing movie to 
Canada.
Faytene Grasseschi, National Director of My Canada, led a charge to boycott 
Cineplex for a full nine months if they refused to find a way to screen 
Unplanned in Canada.  Within just a few weeks of this boycott, following 
on the heels of the Ottawa March for Life and petition, a distributor came 
forward.  
BJ McKelvie, president of Cinedicom and a pastor, was inspired to bring 
the movie to Canada.  Initially, 24 screens from independent theatres 
across Canada would show Unplanned.  Later, Cineplex agreed to make 
Unplanned available on 14 screens for one week. 
Opening weekend ticket sales broke the record of per-screen sales 
that had been set in the United States.  Almost 60 screens showed 
Unplanned beginning July 12, and some of the independent theatres 
held the movie over for an extra week.
Abby’s testimony also portrays the humble beginning of what has 
become an international outreach of prayer and fasting for an end to 
abortion known as 40 Days for Life. 

40 Days for Life 
As the coordinator of 40 Days for Life in Windsor, Ontario, I am filled 
with gratitude to the Lord for the way every obstacle was turned to 
our advantage.  Negative news media coverage, calling Unplanned 
propaganda, only fueled the controversy and garnered attention that 
the movie would not have received if Cineplex had quietly made a deal 
on just a handful of screens! 
In August, my family and I traveled to Houston, Texas, for the 40 Days 
for Life Leaders Symposium. Together with many other leaders, we 
prayed outside the Planned Parenthood Centre in Houston.  Featured 
in the movie, it is the largest Planned Parenthood site in the Western 
hemisphere and is, eerily, shaped like a cash register.  
The second day of the Symposium was jam-packed with networking 

opportunities for leaders, and practical and inspiring presentations.  
On the last day of the Symposium, we went to Bryan, Texas, and toured the 
headquarters of 40 Days for Life, the former Planned Parenthood building 
where Abby Johnson worked for eight years. 

Dr. Haywood Robinson, 
a former abortionist, 
turned pro-life activist, 
who has been part of 40 
Days for Life from the 
very beginning, said that 
like the blood of Abel in 
the Old Testament, the 
blood of aborted children 
is crying out to the 
Lord.  This is a spiritual 
battle.  Abortion takes the 
physical life of its victims, 
harms those who choose 
abortion, and harms those 

who facilitate abortion.  40 Days for Life has become an international source 
of rescue, of forgiveness, of redemption. 
The next 40 Days for Life campaign is scheduled to begin on September 
25 and end on Sunday, November 3.  There are campaigns being held in 
London and in Windsor, Ontario. 

Visit www.40daysforlife.com/london-on or 
www.40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/Windsor to a join 

a worldwide movement to pray to end abortion.

“Give us the grace – when the 
sacredness of life before birth is 
attacked, to stand up and proclaim 
that no one ever has the authority 
to destroy unborn life.”

Pope John Paul II, from a 1979 homily

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Sacred from Conception Contributed by Laurie O’Brien Eberhardt

Symposium in Bryan, Texas



Year of Prayer   
At our Mass of Chrism, on Monday of Holy Week, 
I announced that beginning on Pentecost Sunday, 
June 9, 2019, and lasting until the next Pentecost 
Sunday, May 31, 2020, we will observe a special 
Year of Prayer for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on our diocese as we seek to be “a mission-
oriented Church that forms disciples of Jesus”. 
This initiative was recommended by Equipping 
the Saints: The Diocesan Commission on the 
Families of Parishes.
During the Year of Prayer, we are inviting all parishioners, and our Catholic 
partners, to join in prayer that each of us, the lay and the ordained, our 
parishes and our entire diocese recommit ourselves to growing in and 
living the mission of Jesus, that is, to be “a mission-oriented Church that 
forms disciples of Jesus”.
At Pentecost, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the apostles 
and their transformation into courageous witnesses of Christ. In the Acts 
of the Apostles, we read that the disciples encountered the risen Lord. They 
went out and led many others to Christ. During this Year of Prayer, we 
pray that the Holy Spirit, whom we received at our Baptism, will renew us, 
transform us and help each of us to be missionary disciples of Jesus.
I ask you to support this initiative in your parishes, in your communities 
and in your homes. With the help of the Holy Spirit, may each of us be 
renewed in our relationship with the risen Jesus. May we grow in our 
understanding of what it means to be missionary disciples and commit 
ourselves to living as his faithful disciples.
The Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB
Pentecost Sunday, 2019

Send forth your Spirit, O Lord,

and fill the hearts of your people with

an ardent desire to follow Jesus,

to be his missionary disciples.

Fill us with joy and a desire to know your word.

May we boldly proclaim the Good News to others;

for when we help others to know that God loves them, 

they will know true happiness.

Fill us with a deep desire for the Eucharist. 

May we recognize Jesus in the

proclamation of the Scriptures

and in the Breaking of the Bread;

for when we are united with Jesus,

joy is constantly born anew.

Fill us with a true love of neighbour.

May we seek opportunities for reconciliation,

and with big hearts serve those in need;

for in serving them, we know we are serving your Son.

With the help of the Holy Spirit,

may we commit ourselves to

loving you and doing your will.

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

À notre messe chrismale, le lundi de la Semaine sainte, j’ai annoncé qu’à 
compter du dimanche de Pentecôte 9 juin 2010, et jusqu’à la prochaine 
Pentecôte, le dimanche 31 mai 2020, nous allons observer une Année de 
prière spéciale pour l’effusion de l’Esprit Saint dans notre diocèse, car nous 
voulons être « une Église axée sur la mission, qui forme des disciples de 
Jésus ». Cette initiative nous a été recommandée par Équiper les saints : la 
Commission diocésaine sur les Familles de paroisses.
Pendant cette Année de prière, nous invitons toutes les paroissiennes et 
les paroissiens, et tous nos partenaires catholiques, à s’unir dans la prière 
afin qu’ensemble, les laïcs et les ministres ordonnés, les paroisses et tout le 
diocèse, nous nous engagions de nouveau à grandir et à vivre la mission 
de Jésus, c’est-à-dire à être « une Église axée sur la mission, qui forme des 
disciples de Jésus ».
À la Pentecôte, nous célébrons l’effusion du Saint-Esprit sur les apôtres et 
leur transformation en témoins courageux du Christ. Dans les Actes des 
Apôtres, nous lisons que les disciples ont rencontré le Christ ressuscité; 
ils sont sortis et en ont conduit beaucoup d’autres au Christ. Pendant cette 
Année de prière, nous prions pour que l’Esprit Saint, que nous avons reçu 
au baptême, nous renouvelle, nous transforme et nous aide toutes et tous à 
être des disciples missionnaires de Jésus.
Je vous demande d’appuyer cette initiative dans vos paroisses, dans 
vos communautés et dans vos foyers. Avec l’aide de l’Esprit Saint, que 
chacune, chacun de nous soit renouvelé dans sa relation à Jésus ressuscité. 
Grandissons dans notre compréhension de ce que c’est qu’être des disciples 
missionnaires et engageons-nous personnellement à vivre en disciples 
fidèles de Jésus.
Mgr Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB, Évêque de London
La Pentecôte 2019

Envoie ton Esprit, Seigneur,

et comble le cœur de tes fidèles 

d’un ardent désir de suivre Jésus 

pour devenir ses disciples missionnaires.

Comble-nous de la joie et du désir de connaître ta Parole.

Puissions-nous oser proclamer ta Bonne Nouvelle aux autres;

car si nous aidons les autres 

à comprendre que Dieu les aime, 

ils découvriront le vrai bonheur.

Comble-nous d’un profond désir de l’Eucharistie. 

Puissions-nous reconnaître Jésus 

dans l’Écriture proclamée et dans le Pain rompu;

car lorsque nous sommes unis à Jésus, 

la joie renaît sans cesse.

Comble-nous d’un véritable amour du prochain.

Puissions-nous rechercher les occasions de nous réconcilier,

et servir d’un grand cœur 

ceux et celles qui sont dans le besoin :

car, en les servant, nous savons que 

c’est ton Fils que nous servons.

Avec l’aide de ton Esprit Saint, puissions-nous nous engager 

à t’aimer et à faire ta volonté.

Nous te le demandons par le Christ notre Seigneur. Amen.

Année de prière

Regardless of age, pre-planning your cemetery arrangements 
together simply makes sense - financially and emotionally.  

See the back cover for details...

2019-2020



PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Year of Prayer

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

The Diocese of London: Being a mission-oriented Church that forms disciples of Jesus

In your parish In your heartIn your homeIn your community 
• Seek a renewal of the faith we proclaim 

and a personal relationship with God
• Full, active and attentive participation 

at each Mass 
• Join or start a Social Justice committee 
• Reach out to those in need
• Seek to grow in your understanding of 

the faith; attend faith formation classes
• Become involved in a parish 

committee or group
• Study and know the richness of the 

Church’s teachings
• Encourage parishioners to pray for one 

another
• Pray for the members of your Pastoral 

team (priests, deacons and Lay 
Ecclesial Ministers)

• Witness: actively live your faith
• Encounter and accompany those 

in need; let them know you are a 
follower of Christ by your love 

• Be virtuous: practice prudence, 
justice, temperance, and fortitude

• Work towards communities that are 
built on justice and peace

• Be ready to give a reason for your 
hope; be ready to explain why you 
follow Jesus

• Avoid gossip
• Recognize each person as your sister 

or brother
• Lead with your ears: listen
• Pray for your neighbourhood

• Encourage a culture of 
vocations; encourage each other 
to live the faith

• By your witness, make your 
home the ‘first church’ 

• Serve those in need
• Pray as a family/community
• Have a family outreach project: 

consider the needs of others - 
visit the sick, feed the hungry, 
etc.

• Eat together as a family/couple
• Promote Catholic Education
• Be hospitable to all who visit
• Set a good example for one 

another
• Promote the ‘Gospel of Life’; 

celebrate and protect each life, 
from conception to natural 
death

• Pray unceasingly
• Listen to, know and study 

Sacred Scripture
• Discern in prayer how your 

daily life resonates with the 
Gospel

• Discern what you are being 
called to be and how you are 
being called to live your faith

• Seek what is good, true and 
beautiful

• Identify with Christ and live 
your faith

• Promote an attitude of gratitude
• Be a follower of Jesus, get to 

know him and learn from him
• Reflect on the lives of the saints

Pentecost 2019 - Pentecost 2020

Year of PrayerYear of Prayer



Ser�ing the needs of the faithf�l in Southwester� Ontario

And more than 65 parish cemeteries serving local communities
from Windsor to Woodstock and from Goderich to Port Dover.

Our array of pre-planning options allows you to choose how you wish to be remembered.

For more information, please call your area Catholic Cemetery or visit our website at www.CatholicCemeteries.on.ca
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