
 World Day of Migrants and Refugees – 27 September, 2020 
 

These men and women who come to labour and live among us are our neighbours and our 

parishioners.  Let us, in the spirit promoted by Pope Francis
1
, seek ways to welcome, protect, 

promote and integrate them.  

Welcome Protect 

- Find ways to reach out to them 
- Be hospitable  
- Ensure that their basic needs are met and 

that they have adequate and dignified initial 
accommodation 

- Invite them to parish events (virtual parish 
events) 

- Listen to their voices  
- Be receptive of their gifts 
- Support efforts that offer broader options for 

migrants and refugees to enter destination 
countries safely and legally 

- Support private and community sponsorship 
programmes 

- Defend the rights and dignity of each 
person who migrates or seeks refuge 
independent of their legal status 

- Address stereotypical and prejudicial 
comments that you hear 

- Pray for them and for all who seek a safe 
home 

- Ensure that they are treated well in the 
wider community 
 

Promote Integrate 

- Assist them with proper documentation and 
paperwork that would allow them to access 
financial assistance, healthcare, 
transportation, educational opportunities and 
language instruction 

- Encourage them to practise their religion  
- Assist them to find ways to celebrate their 

cultural identity 

- Recognize their skills, knowledge and 
abilities and help them find employment 

- Advocate for immigration and refugee 
policies that promote family reunification and 
express a preferential option for those most 
in need  

- Empower them to achieve their potential 
as human beings, in all the dimensions: 
The glory of God is the human person 
fully alive 

- Recognize their giftedness and the 
contributions they can make. 

- Remember ‘integration’ is not assimilation 
that leads to the suppression of their 
cultural identity 

- Invite them to participate in the political, 
economic, social aspects of the 
community 

- Welcome their gifts in our faith 
community 

 

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 

food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger 

and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in 

prison and visited you?’
 
And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 

the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me’ (Mt 25: 37-40). 

 

 

                                                           
1
 To mark the annual World Day of Migrants and Refugees, Pope Francis has in recent years developed the theme of welcoming, 

promoting, protecting and integrating those who seek to live and work among us. Many of the ideas above come from his messages 
from 2018 to 2020.  


