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Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe  
World Day of Youth - WYD in Particular Churches   

St. Peter’s Cathedral - Nov. 21, 2021   
   
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
  
The Holy Father, Pope Francis, has asked dioceses all over the world to have the annual celebration of World 
Youth Day in Particular Churches this Sunday, the Feast of Christ the King. It is the first time we have done 
this. This annual celebration of World Youth Day used to be celebrated on Palm Sunday – the Pope during Palm 
Sunday ceremonies, would bless the World Youth Day Cross and send out those who would have the pilgrimage 
to whatever country would host World Youth Day, with the World Youth Day Cross.   
  
So today, at this Mass, we’re in solidarity with Pope Francis, with dioceses, and with young people all over the 
world, gathering for this Eucharist and for this global celebration of World Youth Day.   
   
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to all of our young people that are joining us for this Mass. You come 
from our Catholic schools across the Diocese; King's University College; Brescia University College; Assumption 
University; from different clubs at Western University, for example; also seminarians from St. Peter’s Seminary. I 
want to welcome all of you very warmly.   
  
I thank you. I thank you, our young people, for all the good work that you are doing. Your living 
of your Christian faith, day in and day out. Your witness to the Gospel. Your outreach to your peers. This work 
that you do every day, is part of the work of the Church.   
  
World Youth Day started with Saint Pope John Paul II in 1986, and has continued in the Church since then. The 
great prophetic insight of Pope John Paul II was to focus on our young people, and over the past  35 years, through 
World Youth Day, the worldwide Church gathered around our Holy Father, has reached out to you, our young 
people, to show that the Church cares for you, the Church is committed to you, that you are an integral part of our 
Church. Through World Youth Days, the Church proclaims to you, our young people, the Gospel message, the 
certainty that is Christ, the Truth that is Christ, and the Love that is Christ.   
  
Personally, I have many wonderful memories of participating in international World Youth Days. I remember 
World Youth Day in Toronto, and World Youth Day in Madrid. Making the journey with young people from 
our Diocese to World Youth Day, being there together with hundreds of thousands – millions of people at the 
different events. Young people from all over the world. What I remember was the sense that we were going 
together from our Diocese as pilgrims on a journey that we called World Youth Day – a journey to celebrate our 
faith, and which we supported one another in our faith.   
   
This Gospel that we have just listed to is the account of Jesus’ trial before Pilate. Pilate questioned Jesus about 
being King of the Jews: “So you are a King,” he says. In response to Pilate, Jesus says: “I came into the world to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”  
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The disciples of Jesus do not take up weapons of war to defend their king. They follow his example -
 they listen to Him; they seek the truth; they are committed to justice, peace and care for creation; they 
love everyone, even their enemies.   
  
The question that maybe we’re asking is why did Pope Francis move this annual celebration to the Feast of Christ 
the King?   
  
World Youth Day shows that it is important for the Church to listen to you, our young people. The Gospel says 
listening to Jesus. World Youth Day recognizes that in listening to our young people, that we are hearing the voice 
of Jesus. Each of you has something to say. Our Church wants to listen to your concerns, your worries, to your 
hopes and aspirations; to walk with you on your journey of faith.   
   
World Youth Day invites you, our young people to center your lives on the person of Jesus Christ; to 
welcome Him as your King into your lives, into everything that you do. Today, on the Feast of Christ the King, we 
profess our faith in Jesus, our King. We believe that He reveals the truth about God, a God of mercy, a God of 
love. He also reveals what it truly means to be human beings. Jesus’ Kingdom brings to this world God’s 
love and mercy, His truth, His justice, His peace. And if we’re truly searching for peace and justice in our world, 
we have to turn to Jesus. We have to listen to Him.   
  
World Youth Day send you, our young people, out into the world to be instruments of the Kingdom. By acts of 
kindness, every day acts that you perform – acts of generosity; sharing your gifts; giving back to 
the community; offering to help an elderly neighbour; volunteering at a local food kitchen/food bank; standing up 
for your faith, even at times when it is not popular to do so; intervening when a classmate is being bullied or 
demeaned; practicing your faith – making the decision to be Confirmed is a courageous act these days; inviting a 
friend to go to church with you, and ensuring that that friend that you invite to Church feels welcome at Church. In 
these everyday actions you, our young people, are very much part of the mission of the Church; no one can replace 
those acts that you yourself are performing to express your faith in Jesus.   
  
The Holy Spirit sends you out to be missionary disciples of Jesus, to your family/friends, to everyone that you 
encounter.   
   
As we continue the Eucharist, we are invited to welcome Jesus, our King, into our hearts. May we listen to his 
voice, especially in our young people today and in the cries of those who are poor and marginalized, those who are 
crying out for justice. May we recognize Jesus calling us.   
  
May the Kingdom of God take root in our lives and in our world  today, a kingdom of truth and life, of 
holiness and grace, of love and peace.  
  
 


