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Christ Present, Profound, and Engaged 

Homily for the Funeral Mass of Fr. Matthew George 

My heart is full...  
Full of sorrow… yes… but also full of joy…  
all mixed up together. 
Happy memories overflow in tears… 
Sad thoughts result in laughter… 
My apologizes in advance for my tears…  I 
am just making room for this moment. 

Only the habit of gratitude can help us 
accept both joy and sorrow as a gift. 
Therefore, in spirit of gratitude I want to 
thank all of you on behalf of Matt’s family 
for your presence here, your condolences 
and your love of Matt.  

My heart is full today as I look out upon the 
100 of us gather here, as I contemplate 
those who take the time to join us in 
whatever way they can. Thank you. 

We all have many stories about Matt, yet I 
want to dwell on the one story that 
captivated and motivated Matt throughout 
his life: namely the Gospel.  

Matt was such a large fan of the gospel and 
scripture that I was only a little surprised to 
receive condolences Fr. John R. Donahue, 
S.J..  For you who are not scripture groupies 
like Fr. Matt; Fr. Donahue literally wrote the 
book “Sacra Pagnia” on the Gospels (or at 
least the Gospel of Mark). When preparing 
a homily, it is always good to consult a 
scripture commentary.  Well in this case, 
what better to do than to consult the guy 
who wrote the commentary.  In our 
correspondence back and forth Fr. John 
shared a reflection commonly attributed to 
Karl Rahner 

“I feel that the great and sad mistake of many people 
 is to imagine that those whom death has taken, leave us. 

 They do not leave us, they remain. 
[But] Where are they? In darkness?  

No, it is we who are in darkness.   
We do not see them, but they see us.   

 Their eyes, radiant with glory, are fixed upon us. 
 What a tremendous consolation.  Though invisible to us, our dead are not 

absent.  They are living near us, transfigured into light, into power, into love.”1 

 

1 Comment by John Donahue, S.J.  “This quotation has been attributed to Karl Rahner, and I have used it in funeral liturgies, but 

a Rahner specialist said that he could not find it in Rahner’s writings, which of itself does not mean that it is not Rahner, since it 

could have been in something not published.  The specialist also told me that it certainly reflects the theology of Rahner.  I 

quote it as from Rahner but if I were to use it for publication I would say ‘attributed to Rahner,’ which is not usually the 

language used in homilies.” 
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I think the quote is the key… the key to 
understanding how I feel right now, the key 
to understanding the gospel at hand and 
most importantly, the key to understanding 
what we are doing right now… around the 
altar of the Word and the altar of the 
Sacrament.  So, I would like to reflect on the 
eucharistic as revealed in today’s Gospel by 
touching upon three beloved characteristics 
of Fr. Matt.  Inspired by Vicar Kevin George, 
who pointed out that “Fr. Matt was a giant 
of a man”, I want to reflect upon Fr. Matt… 
A Big Man with Big Head who had a Big 
Heart as a tool for you to hang all your 
stories of Fr. Matt upon but also to reveal 
what it is to be a eucharistic people, true 
disciples. 

He was: 

• Big Man – Abiding Presence 

• With a Big Head – Profound Thinker 

• Who had a Big Heart – Courageously 

Engaged 

These are characteristic not only of Matt 
but of all disciples who want to be more 
Christ like. 

And so firstly, Fr. Matt the Big Man, who 
was an abiding presence. 

Being presence to families, friends, the 
poor, to first nations people to everyone 
and anyone was important to Fr.  Matt.  We 
would always show up… though mostly late.  
His desire was to be there with you.  
Enjoying company, enjoying your food but 
most important enjoy the gift of who you 
are.  I would like to thank the many families 
and friends that welcomed Fr. Matt into 
your life again and again; the Mortarias, the 
Ronzios, the Fuerths, the Regiers and the 
list goes on.  You gave him life because he 
enjoyed the presence of Christ working in 

your midst. He would go out of his way just 
to be with you for a moment.   Too many 
times to count he drove more than an hour, 
both ways, just to play a round of cribbage 
with me.  Being present was important. 

Christ is present in the scriptures, yet the 
disciples don’t recognize him.  The two 
disciples represent every named and 
unnamed disciple who journey together on 
their way in discovering the Lord.  He is 
already present in their external shared 
sadness, yet he leads them deeper to admit 
“we had hoped”. 

The eucharist draws us together to be 
present to each other in our shared need 
and hope.  This crosses all boundaries of our 
humanity; both named and unnamed.  
Christ’s abiding presence in our humanity 
challenges us to be present to one another 
and there to discover Christ already at work 
in our midst. 

While Covid-19 has forced us into this 
slightly dystopic way of gathering, it is 
necessary that the eucharistic community 
be present to one another once again.  To 
be present in the Churches, on the Streets 
and in the World.  It is there only there 
amid the named and the nameless that 
Christ can be encounter. 

Yet, this simple human encounter of 
gathering is just beginning.  For Fr. Matt, his 
presence was amplified by his Big Head, as a 
profound thinker.  Many people comment 
on his wit and humour, but it should be 
noted that he was not a joker.  He hated the 
pratfall, the gaffe, and the cheap laugh. He 
was gifted at connecting and integrating 
strange and diverse things.  He loved Karl 
Barth’s reflection that a preacher should 
have a Bible in one hand and Newspaper in 
the other.  As those who heard him preach 
will realize he was exceedingly well-read 
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and often had much more than a 
newspaper in hand. 

In the scripture Christ responds to the 
disciples’ loss by “interpreting to them… all 
the Scriptures” as they relate to his truth.   
He is the very Word of God by which all 
things are created, redeemed, and 
sanctified.  For Catholics the privileged 
place of reflecting on the Gospels is not 
home alone or within the echo chambers of 
social media but in the assembly of Body of 
Christ.  We are asked to reflect and discern 
on the Gospel not merely with like-minded 
people but indeed with within the heart of 
humanity revealed in Christ.  It is there that 
our hearts burn with the very light and 
insight of Christ. 

With Matt’s great intellect, it would have 
been tempting to remain at the level of 
thought… navel gazing as it were, but his 
spiritual insight found its way to his Big 
Heart, that drove him to courageously 
engage the present time and need.  On 
many occasions, I witnessed his resolved 
formed anew.  When he would get up from 
prayer and thought to put into action the 
fruits of his discernment.  Whatever it was!  
“I should make sweaters for the kids I 
baptize!”  and viola my God-Son’s sweater. 
There are hundreds of pastoral and 
personal endeavours, from “Youth-a-po-
losa” to “George Fest” that would put into 
action in a small way the gospel itself.  
Again and again, he made a gift of himself 
whether in crock pot or banner that 
embodied the holy exchange of gifts found 
in Christ.  This apostolic zeal sent him to 
corners of this country and to your front 
door. 

Christ “walked ahead as if he were going on. 
But they urged him strongly [to stay].”  It is 
in the mutual self-giving of the table that 
Christ was revealed to the disciples and the 

gospel began to burn in their hearts as 
“they recognized him the breaking of 
bread”.  That very hour they returned to 
Jerusalem to find their personal revelation 
of the risen Lord already echoing within the 
apostolic community.  “The Lord has risen 
indeed” is acclaimed, and the disciple’s 
story is made complete when “they told 
what had happened on the road.” 

As Catholic’s return to the eucharistic 
table… week by week… even day by day… 
We gather not to isolate ourselves from the 
world… not to remain in this comfortable 
spot with the Lord but to be sent out with 
apostolic zeal.  “Ite, Missa Est”. We are 
challenged go out and to re-present the 
presence of Christ in the world.   

And while this assembly will disperse in 
sadness the love of God will gather us 
together again.  For Jesus is not disguised 
nor hiding in the gospel or indeed in the 
world. Christ is present, profound, and 
engaged while we his disciples are often 
absent, confused and disengaged.  Let us be 
encouraged by Fr. Matt, who was a Big Man 
with a Big Head who had a Big Heart.  He 
resembled Christ because he was: 

• Big Man – Abiding Presence 

• With a Big Head – Profound Thinker 

• Who had a Big Heart – Courageously 
Engaged 

I pray that we be encouraged by the 
example of Fr. Matt, be caught up in the 
abiding, profound and engaged presence of 
Christ. 

 

Fr. Peter Keller 


