
Leader
Loving God, let your spirit breathe within us as we enter into this time together today.
Strengthen us as we grow together as a team and help us to support one another in our time
together today and into our future together. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen+

Reader
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew

 Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper a woman came to him with an
alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at the table. But
when the disciples saw it, they were angry and said, “Why this waste?  For this ointment could
have been sold for a large sum, and the money given to the poor.”  But Jesus, aware of this, said
to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a good service for me.  For you
always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me.  By pouring this ointment on my
body she has prepared me for burial.  Truly I tell you, wherever this good news[b] is proclaimed
in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.”
 (pause)

Silent Reflection
Which phrases or words stand out for you? 

Think about the woman in the story, what did she do for Jesus? In another version of this story,
it says that the woman used her hair and tears to wash Jesus’ feet. What does this tell you
about the woman and how she felt about Jesus? 

The woman in the story made herself vulnerable, she did something that was different to the
normal Jewish custom and culture of the time, which could have resulted in her being rejected,
laughed at or thrown out of the house. (Woman in Bible times wouldn’t have taken their hair
down in public, or poured huge amounts of oil on a guest. Guests usually were anointed on
arrival at someone’s house with a dap of oil, but the oil that the woman used was hugely
expensive and precious.) 

The woman was willing to share her most precious possession with Jesus and place herself at
his feet to show how much she loved and honoured him as Messiah.

How did she feel when the other disciples started being unkind towards her and what she had
done? Have ever been in a situation like this, where you have made yourself vulnerable and
been told off or laughed at? Did you say ‘I won’t be doing that again, it hurt too much.’ Or ‘Yes
that hurt my feelings, but I am willing to have the courage to take a risk like that again.

O
pening Prayer  page 1 of 2

Opening Prayer
Session 2

Print 1 for each participant
dol.ca/be-one-workshops

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A6-13&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-28337b


Have you responded like the disciples to someone when they have made themselves
vulnerable to you? Look at what Jesus said to the disciples … ‘She has done a beautiful
thing to me.’ Jesus recognised the beauty in her gift and vulnerability, he loved her for what
she had done and who she was. 

Jesus also said to his disciples that she would be remembered for what she did, in a good
way. The fact that we are reading her story now, means we are remembering her for this
loving and generous act

Prayers of the Faithful

Leader
God of Hope, you have given us a mind to know you, a will to serve you, and a heart to love
you. Be with us in all we do, so that your light of hope may shine in our lives.

The response is: Lord, hear our prayer.

All. Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader
For our Church: May it be a true light of hope to all nations, we pray. R.
                  
For our hope in Christ: May the spirit of your son, Jesus, guide our words and actions, we
pray. R.

For hope within us: May the love of God that embraces us all, be known to us each day, we
pray. R.

For hope among us: Especially for those struggling with loneliness, poverty, and illness; May
we be called as witnesses to the life-giving spirit of Jesus in our society, we pray. R.

For hope for the world and its leaders, striving to ease the sufferings of people: May our
leaders be instruments of God’s faith, hope and love, we pray. R.

For a vision filled with hope: May we be committed to your call to discipleship and friendship
with Jesus, we pray. R.

Leader
Let us pray together the words that Jesus taught us.

Our Father...
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