
First Reading: Proverbs 8:22-31
In this first-person poem, the personified voice of the Wisdom of God speaks of her
close relationship with God. Wisdom (in Hebrew, Hokmah; in Greek, Sophia), is a
grammatically feminine word, and so earlier in the poem, Wisdom is described as a
woman inviting others to learn from her teaching. In the portion we read today,
Wisdom describes her activities with God from the very first moments of creation,
that in terms of time, she was temporally prior to the creation the earth, heavens, and
seas. When these came into being, it was she who accompanied God “like a master
worker”. 

In this poem, the inspired poet expresses an insight about God’s revelatory self.
Wisdom is described as an emanation of God that precedes the “stuff” that God
creates. Elsewhere, a person with wisdom is described as possessing awareness of the
existence of God (Prov 1:7; 3:13-18; 7:4). By using the concept of Wisdom to describe
God’s self-revelation, this reading provides a rich theological insight that tells us
something about God: God could have chosen to remain self-enclosed and solitary,
but by bringing creation into being, God’s creative action itself – the emanation of
Wisdom – reveals God’s divinity as comprising relationships.

Encounter - Phase 1: Nurturing Joy Initiative

LITURGY NOTES

The Nurturing Joy Initiative is supporting Families of Parishes as they boost the sense
of welcome and community that parishioners and visitors feel when they are in our
churches, our facilities and at our events.

The first phase begins on June 12, 2022, the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. The
focus of Phase One, “Encounter,” is to improve our human encounters. It emphasizes
hospitality and the way we interact with the people in our communities. 

We encourage you to share about this initiative in your preaching on the weekend of 
June 12. In order to assist you with this, we have included the exegetical portions of
Liturgy Notes here, along with a new reflection focusing on the relationship of the
Trinity.
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Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 8
Psalm 8 reflects on the beauty of creation and marvels at the place of humans in
existence. Humans, graced with awareness and rational thought, perceive that God
exists and shape and create out of the bounty of creation. 

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-5
In this brief excerpt, Paul reflects on the nature of one’s relationship with God. In
Paul’s day, in both the Jewish and Gentile worlds, sacrifice was the normal way of
expressing devotion to and worship of the divine. The radical claim of early
Christianity was that no sacrifices or votive offerings needed to be made. One only
had to have faith in Jesus as the Son of God and trust that this was sufficient.

Paul also makes the countercultural claim that suffering (presumably for the sake of
the gospel), was not a sign that believers were misguided, but rather, because it yields
the virtues of character, endurance, and hope, is something boast worthy. In the
ancient world, suffering was commonly understood to be a sign of divine disfavour, so
Paul creatively reshapes the meaning of suffering, to become a sign of God’s nearness
rather than divine punishment. 

Gospel: John 16:12-15
This passage is part of Jesus’ final speech to his disciples during the context of the last
supper in John’s Gospel (John 14-17). As a whole, the farewell discourse aims to
provide the disciples with guidance for how to be a community after Jesus has
departed. A significant aspect of this speech is the promise that the Advocate (the
Holy Spirit), will come to the disciples to continue to guide them in Jesus’ absence. In
fact, Jesus tells the disciples that it is to their advantage that he leaves them,
otherwise the Advocate would not come to them (John 16:6). The role of theAdvocate
is to continue to reveal the works of the Father and the Son to the disciples. In other
words, even when Jesus, who earlier says “whoever has seen me has seen the Father”
(14:9), is physically departed, the disciples will not be cut off from relationship with
God. The Advocate will continue to manifest God’s presence among them.

Reflection
On this feast day, we ask, what do these passages tell us about the life of God? With
this question in mind, we can see that the readings point to the life of God as a
dynamic reality. God is not self-enclosed, God reveals himself. God is not static, God is
both relationship (Father, Son, and Spirit) and in relationship (with us). In striving to
be like God, we can bring these insights into our daily lives. How might we nurture
relationships on the “inside” – for example, in our homes, parishes, or schools? In turn,
how might we encourage and welcome new relationships with others who are
searching for community and belonging?
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