
Encounter - Phase 1: Nurturing Joy Initiative

TIPS FOR WELCOMING
WEEKEND LITURGIES

There are many ways to be welcoming and joyful at regular Masses and events. We
have pulled together some best practices when it comes to the basics of welcome. 

We will explore these things more through the Nurturing Joy webinars. This is a
good place to start.

Go over this list as a pastoral team or parish pastoral council. Are these things true
for your parishes? What are some simple adjustments you could make to be more
welcoming on the weekends to regular attenders and new people alike?
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Greeters at the door are genuinely happy to see everyone
If there are ushers, they see themselves as hospitality ministers too
Liturgy team has name tags (particularly greeters and ushers)
Make maximum use of pre-Mass announcements (most important and relevant
to all)
Priest, deacon and other members of the team are happy, joyful, and
welcoming 
There is an identifiable person who could answer someone's questions or the
priest offers: ‘I'll be at the back after Mass and am happy to answer questions'
People know where the bathrooms and accessible doors and seats are
Joy is deliberately infused into the liturgical experiences
Music is easy to sing and lyrics are accessible to congregation
We are intentional about modeling postures for new people, especially families
of those receiving sacraments and are sitting up front 
Limit “inside jokes”
Welcome new people on a regular basis without making them identify
themselves in front of everyone
Thank people for coming

LITURGIES
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WELCOMING WEEKEND LITURGIES 

Are people greeted at the door?
How are ‘new’ people integrated into the group?
Can you ask specific individuals to intentionally introduce themselves to new
people or those who are alone?
Is there someone there that people are able to speak with about ministries?
Do our food/drink offerings allow for various allergies or food preferences?
Can we include simple activities for children?
Are parish staff identifiable?
Is there a way to include those who attend Saturday night? (traditionally more
difficult to gather in this format)

PARISH SOCIALS
Coffee Sundays, pancake breakfasts, and other simple social events can help build a
sense of community for your parishioners who come to celebrate Mass with you. 

If you are having parish socials for the purpose of creating community, here are
some things to keep in mind;


