
Why consider a Nametag Weekend?
Have you ever heard a parishioner or former parishioner say "no one noticed if I
was there or not" when speaking about their weekend experience? Our Catholic
Parishes are not traditionally known for being an authentically welcome place
when that is exactly what we are called to be. We want to create welcoming
environments in our parishes, especially during weekend Masses. Your parish
should be a place where people, new and old, feel welcomed and that they
belong.
 
To be authentically welcoming, we need each member of the community to
have the opportunity to know and be known by others. For so many Catholics,
they slip in and get to their seats, then slip out without encountering anyone
along the way. Even people who have sat in the same pews as others for years
may not know each others names.
 
Nametag weekends are one way to shift your weekend experience to be more
welcoming to guests, new parishioners, and people who have been attending for
years.

Want to read more, check out this great reflection from a parish in Tacoma,
Washington.
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What's Inside this Toolkit:



Invites Conversation: The best way to build a welcoming culture is to
encourage people to talk with each other. By inviting people to wear
nametags, you invite them to talk with each other. Even if they're not calling
people by name, the nature of the Nametag Weekend event encourages
interaction.
Removes awkwardness: People love to hear their own name … it’s the
sweetest word they hear all day. What a positive emotion to associate with
our church! Wearing nametags removes the awkwardness of asking
someone's name and breaks the ice.
Helps your team: Let’s be honest… given the nature of a family of parishes, it's
very difficult to know people by name. Nametag weekends will allow you to
call people by name and maybe even help you put a face to a name.
Shifts the culture: Culture is shifted by changing people's experiences.
Nametags are a tangible sign that we strive to be a welcoming community.
They are also, by definition, about the people around us not ourselves. 

4 Ways a Nametag Weekend Can Foster a Culture of Welcome
1.

2.

3.

4.
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Find a coordinator, staff or volunteer, to be responsible for the planning and
executing of the plan
Pick a weekend - consider hosting them regularly (monthly, quarterly,
annually)

If you're hosting them regularly, try to have the pastoral team rotate which
parish they're at each time

Purchase or gather:
Nametags - the dollar store may be an option, but you tend to get what
you pay for. Consider spending a couple of extra bucks to get ones that
will stick well.
Markers - dark colours, permanent so they don't smear, not too big and
not too small

Get Volunteers:
Hospitality Ministers are great here
Have tables at every entrance where people are invited (not forced) to
wear a nametag
Consider having volunteers offer to write names (very clearly) and ask for
correct spelling
Ensure these volunteers are joyful, inviting, and welcoming, yet not
overbearing or extreme

Advertise:
Let people know that the nametag weekend is coming through the
bulletin, website, and social media.
Don't be afraid to share 'why' you're doing it.

Maybe Plan a Social After:
Consider planning a social after Mass while people are still in nametags!
Keep the welcoming environment going. 
It doesn't have to be extravagant, just intentional.
Ideas could include coffee and donuts, ice cream social (could range from
a prepackaged ice cream sandwich to a full sundae bar), pancake
breakfast, juice and cookies, etc.
If you have a difficult time getting new people to join you in a hall or other
area for socials, consider having something right outside the doors on
people's way out. (Weather permitting of course.)
Check out the Welcoming Weekend Liturgies Checklist for more tips.

How to Run a Nametag Weekend: Step by Step
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Bulletin and social posts
 
Wouldn’t it be great to know the names of all those who sit around you at Mass?
On Sunday, June 10th, all parishioners are encouraged to wear a name tags and
introduce themselves to fellow pew mates, parishioners, and visitors. We'll also
have some sweet treats available after Mass.
 
God called you by name and we want to too! On the weekend of August 26-27
we're inviting all parishioners to wear a nametag. Take the opportunity to say hi
to someone and learn a new name, or maybe one you've known before but now
forget!
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