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This is a selective list of readily available print items and digital sources which focus on basic, essential 
materials representing a wide range of subject matter associated with the concerns of the Truth and 
Reconciliation process in Canada. Given the increasing number of books written by Indigenous authors 
and on Indigenous concerns, the listed items are exemplary and not exhaustive of what is currently in 
print. Overall, the aim of the list is to identify items most useful in the small parish library or educational 
programme. 

Materials chosen for the following list were selected on the following basis: 

 Language – English 

 Date of publication – except for government documents, most print items have been published 
in the last 10 years 

 Intended audience for materials – predominantly an adult or late teenage audience in a parish 
setting with a general level of interest in, and basic knowledge of, the subject matter. A few more 
scholarly academic items are listed because of the centrality of their subject matter in discussions 
between Indigenous and other Canadians 

 Formats – Where available, both print and non-print materials have been listed in order to 
facilitate access for parishes with limited space or funds to devote to library materials. Most of the items 
are non-fiction prose; none are predominantly fiction, or other literary forms, such as poetry. 

Items are listed under general subject headings, with digital items, if any, listed first, followed by print 
items. Bibliographic information is abbreviated, giving sufficient information for item location and 
purchase. 

************************* 

General background 

Digital resources: 

Digital resources are especially useful to churches with limited funds for the purchase of books or 
limited space for a library. They may also give access to the most current material and may be more 
popular with participants in workshops or for personal study.  

Note: website locations do sometimes change, so more general searches by title or subject may be more 
efficient in the future than the website addresses listed here. 

 

 



The following are some of the available resources: 

Indigenous Studies Portal 

A database of full-text items, mainly accessible directly by the public, however some material, because 
of licensing agreements, is available only via your library. Materials include books, articles and 
documents, photographs and other visual materials – mainly of Canadian relevance, but with some 
material also on American information.  

Available at http://iportal.usask.ca/index.php?sid+334066511&cat=0 

 

Library & Archives Canada 

An excellent source of online databases, digitized documents, and thematic guides to both published 
and archival material representing the experience of aboriginal peoples. In particular, Nations to 
Nations: Indigenous Voices at Library & Archives Canada, a free multimedia e-book offers 28 essays, 
where possible provided in Indigenous languages, and over 140 images, showing the perspectives of 
First Nations, Inuit and Métis cultures and the diversity of their histories and cultures. 

Available at http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx. 

 

National Film Board 

A site featuring documentaries by and about Canada’s First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples. There are 
over 60 subject areas, such as land claims, watchable on computer. Some films specifically centered on 
reconciliation are available on subscription to Campus which allows for educational use. 

Available at http://www.nfb.ca 

 

National Network for Equitable Library Service 

This site offers people with print (perceptual) disabilities the ability to access materials on First Nations’ 
issues that are held in Canadian public libraries. It requires a personal login and library location. 

Available at http://www.nnels.ca/organization/search. 

 

Larger public libraries often have specialized collections available to local borrowers or through 
interlibrary loan that may contain both historical or contemporary issue material. For example, the 
Toronto Public Library has a Native Peoples collection available at three branch locations. 

Available at http:// www.torontopubliclibrary/special collections  

 

 

http://iportal.usask.ca/index.php?sid+334066511&cat=0
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.nfb.ca/
http://www.nnels.ca/organization/search
http://www.torontopubliclibrary/special


Print resources 

Francis, Pope – Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future. Simon & Schuster, 2020. ISBN: 1982171863 
(hardcover), ISBN: 198271871 (paper) 

This book lays out a hope/plea for a paradigm shift in our economic/social setup to incorporate equally 
the poor and marginalized into a society, living in brotherly love and mutual concern for both human 
society and the environment. 

 

Francis, Daniel – The Imaginary Indian: The Image of the Indian in Canadian Culture, 2nd edition. Arsenal 
Pulp Press, 2011. ISBN: 978-1-55152-425-2, also available as a Kindle book 

An interesting book on the false images non-Indigenous Canadians have had of Indigenous peoples, such 
as the vanishing Indian, the wild children, the humorless stoics, performing, and celebrity Indians. The 
book demonstrates how public policy has been shaped by these mythical metaphors and how they have 
been used by non-Indigenous Canadians to define for themselves their own Canadian identity.  

 

Joseph, Robert and Cynthia Joseph – Working Effectively with Aboriginal Peoples, 2nd edition. Indigenous 
Corporate Training Inc., 2007. ISBN: 978-0-0781628-1-8 

A very useful book for individuals or organizations wishing to enter into a relationship with specific First 
Nations groups. It gives a clear summary of the historical background of settlement, of various pieces of 
legislation under which First Nations operate, of possible problem areas relating to sovereignty and 
governance structures, and of cultural factors governing negotiation. Business risks and advantage are 
assessed and tips given on cultural sensitivity, with many examples of scenarios. 

This book is published by a group offering online, in-person, and on-site training. It can be contacted at 
www.icitinc.ca 

 

King, Thomas – The Inconvenient Indian: A Curious Account of Native People in North America. Anchor 
Canada, 2013. ISBN: 978-0-385-66422-6 

A bitingly humorous  but trenchant account of the history of Native-White relations in both the United 
States and Canada - all the broken treaties, the land-grabbing, the failure of the legal systems to right 
private or public wrongs against aboriginal groups, the attacks by central governments on sovereignty 
and self-determination, destruction of the environment – all the sad story of four-hundred years of 
activities directed toward the complete elimination of the indigenous population of North America. 

 

O’Neill, William – Catholic Social Teaching: A User’s Guide. Orbis Books, 2021. ISBN: 978-1-62698-417-2 
(print), ISBN: 978-1-608338801 (epub) 

http://www.icitinc.ca/


A useful overview of the history, major concerns and examples of Catholic social teaching. It includes 
areas such as economics, war/peace, migrant and refugees, and inequality of resource access, all 
derived in part from various “isms” like racism and sexism. 

 

Royal Canadian Geographical Society – Canadian Geographical Indigenous Peoples Atlas of Canada. 
Royal Canadian Geographical Society, 2018.  Volume 1 ISBN: 978-0-9867516-6-0, First Nations ISBN: 978-
0-9867516-5-3, Inuit ISBN: 978-0-9867516-4-6, Métis ISBN: 978-0-9867516-3-9 

Created in conjunction with a number of groups representing First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples, this 
is a very accessible introduction to the history and life of these people in Canada. As the prescript to the 
volumes says, the set gives “Indigenous perspectives, much older than the nation itself, shared through 
maps, artwork, history and culture.” 

 

Sawatsky, Jarem – Healing Justice: Stories of Wisdom and Love. Red Canoe Press, 2018. ISBN: 978-0-
9953242-9-9. 

Believing that community action to resolve community problems of health, justice and reconciliation is 
needed beyond any efforts of governmental action, Sawatsky looks at three examples of community 
actions to effect positive change: Thich Nhat Hanh’s Plum Village in southeast Asia, the Anishinabe 
community of Hollow Water, Manitoba, and the Iona Community, Scotland. In these communities, 
health and justice are tightly interconnected in the creation of more wholesome communities. 

 

Vowel, Chelsea – Indigenous Writes: A Guide to First Nations, Métis & Inuit Issues in Canada. HighWater 
Press, 2016. ISBN: 978-1-55379-680-0 (print), ISBN: 978-1-55379-684-8 (pdf) 

Written for persons in the dominant White culture, this is a very interesting close look at such issues as 
the definition of identity, state violence, and legal issues such as land tenure, all from the viewpoint of 
an aboriginal person. 

 

************************* 

 

Christianity and Indigenous Spirituality 

Print resources 

Heinrichs, Steve, editor – Unsettling the Word: Biblical Experiments in Decolonization. Orbis, 2019. ISBN: 
1626983119 (paperback) 

A wide variety of people involved in Indigenous-White relations recast familiar Biblical passages to 
reflect Indigenous concerns and to break down exclusive White interpretations of these passages. 



Heinrichs states, “for the oppressed to experience a Jubilee of reparation, the Bible itself…will need to 
be liberated.” 

 

Mitchell, Sherri – Sacred Instructions: Indigenous Wisdom for Living Spirited-based Change. North 
Atlantic Books, 2018. ISBN: 978-1-62317-195-7 

An exploration of Indigenous spirituality with New Age overtones, addressing the common themes of 
the Indigenous experience, such as conflict trauma, decolonizing, and assertion of independence and 
activism. 

 

Mixed Blessings: Indigenous Encounters with Christianity in Canada. UBC Press, 2016. ISBN: 978-0-7748-
2939-7 (hardback), ISBN: 978-0-7748-2940-3 (paperback), ISBN: 978-9-7748-2941-9 (pdf), ISBN: 978-0-
7748-2942-7 (epub), ISBN: 978-0-7748-3083-6 (mobi) 

In the most recent scholarship on the role of Christianity and the churches in the relationship of White 
Canada and Indigenous Canada, there has been a movement away from a simplistic blame of the former 
as a tool of a political agenda of assimilation to a more nuanced view of the interaction and mutual 
effects of the encounter. This book is a series of interdisciplinary essays on how and why some 
Indigenous peoples have aligned themselves with Christianity and some have not. The essays look at the 
combination of both Christianity and native spiritual traditions that appeared in some cases, and at what 
produced this melding. 

It is an academic, heavily footnoted book and is included in this listing because it represents a new and 
perhaps more objective view of this important and much debated area. 

 

************************* 

 

Education Issues and Educational Programs 

Digital resources: 

Aboriginal Peoples Television Network 

There is a news feed focusing on current issues, and a listing and description of current shows, such 
as“Spirit Talker” on a Mi’Kmaq healing medium or “7th Gen” which highlights young leaders. 

Available at http://aptn.ca 

 

 

 

 

http://aptn.ca/


Print resources 

Fontaine, Jerry & Don McCaskill – Di-bayn-di-zi-win: To Own Ourselves: Embodying Ojibway-Anishinabe 
Ways. Dundern Press, 2022. ISBN: 978-1-4597-48996 (print), ISBN: 978-1-4597-49009 (pdf), ISBN: 978-1-
4597-49016 (epub) 

Two views/experiences of the past fifty years of relations between Indigenous peoples and the white 
majority of Canada with particular reference to the world of education. On the one hand, based on the 
experience of staff, students and administration of Trent University, Department of Indigenous Studies, 
this is a positively toned account of the growth in respect, understanding and acceptance of the 
Indigenous world view and experience and of the acknowledgement of the validity of different 
approaches to life/world knowledge in the experience of the Indigenous peoples and those of European 
descent. 

On the other hand, with a background of the sometimes bitter experience of political action, and near 
disintegration of Indigenous communities through debt, plummeting living standards and decreasing 
services, there is a somewhat hopeful belief in the positive effects of the reassertion of Indigenous self-
determination and community reclamation, based in part on education (despite the intrinsic racist bias 
of White educational institutions) and independent of the White world, in order to regain wholeness 
and a challenging centrality in Canadian life for Indigenous people. 

 

 It’s Our Time: The AFN Education Tool, ISBN: 978-0-7711-7683-8 (pdf), ISBN: 978-0-7711-7682-1 (print) 

This was created in 2020 by the Assembly of First Nations, to bring together First Nations and non-First 
Nations people and to foster a spirit of cooperation, understanding, and action. Available in French and 
English, an overview of the content of the kit is available on the website and includes some useful 
citations to journal articles with general content. As the kit is used in the middle-school curriculum in 
Manitoba, the kit can be found on two websites. 

Available at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca and http://education.afn.ca/afntoolkit/ 

 

Jesuit Forum on Justice and Right Relationships - Listening to Indigenous Voices. Novalis, 2021. ISBN: 
978-2-89688-676-0 

Illustrated with Indigenous art, this is a dialogue guide on justice and right relationships between native 
and settler in Canada. It is designed for use either with high school students or adults in a parish setting 
to further truth-telling and reconciliation. 

  

A Knock on the Door: The Essential History of Residential Schools from the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada, edited and abridged. University of Manitoba Press, in collaboration with the 
National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation, 2016. ISBN: 978-0-88755-785-9 (paper), ISBN: 978-0-
88755-540-4 (pdf), ISBN: 978-0-88755-538-1 (epub), ISBN: 978-0-88755-226-7 (bound) 

http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/
http://education.afn.ca/afntoolkit/


If one could have only one book on the residential school problem, this would be the one to buy. It gives 
the history and nature of the residential schools in Canada, their purpose in the assimilation process, 
their multigenerational effects, the possibility of reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples in Canada, and the various actions called for by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

 

Smith, Monique – Speaking Our Truth: A Journey of Reconciliation. Orca Books, 2017. ISBN: 978-1-4598-
1583-4 (hardcover), ISBN: 978-1-4598-1817-0 (paperback), ISBN: 978-1-4598-1584-1 (pdf), ISBN: 978-1-
4598-1585-8 (epub) 

Though written for the individual upper elementary/ middle school reader, this would be a useful tool 
for developing a parish programme for younger parishioners around the information and reflection 
questions given in the book. 

 

************************* 

 

Indigenous Voices 

Digital resources 

Upstanders Project 

This is an American initiative dealing with many of the same historical and social problems of Indigenous 
peoples that have been experienced in Canada. Its films focus on storytelling to give voice to nurturing 
compassion, understanding, and better relationships honouring the connections between all being and 
the Earth. 

Available at http://upstanderproject.org 

 

Print resources 

Much of the material produced by aboriginal peoples is printed by small presses in very short print runs, 
so, titles may well not be on the market for purchase for any great length of time. The most available 
source would then be your local library collection or the holdings of larger libraries through the process 
of interlibrary loan. That said, commercial providers such as Amazon and Chapters offer a fairly 
extensive list of materials presently available and the many new items being published. 

 

Calvert, Michael – In Our Own Aboriginal Voice 2.  Rebel Mountain Press, 2019. ISBN: 978-0-9947302-9-
9. 

A collection of poems, short stories, and biographical material on common aboriginal themes such as 
cultural dispossession, and residential school trauma and survival, illustrated with both photographs and 
artwork. 

http://upstanderproject.org/


Lafferty, Catherine – Northern Wildflower: A Memoir. Roseway Publishing, 2018. ISBN: 978-1-77363-
040-3 (print), ISBN: 978-1-77363-041-0 (epub), ISBN: 978-1-77363-042-7 (Kindle) 

An emotionally wrenching story of a disfunctional childhood, adolescence and young adulthood, leading 
eventually to a present life apparently lived for the Dene people but not explored in this memoir. 

 

Manuel, Arthur – The Reconciliation Manifesto: Recovering the Land, Rebuilding the Economy, with an 
introduction and afterword by Grand Chief Ronald Derrickson. James Lorimer, 2017. ISBN: 978-1-4594-
0961-3 (paperback), ISBN: 978-1-4594-0966-8 (epub) 

One of The Globe and Mail’s 100 Best Books, this is an analysis of the historic and present situation of 
Canada’s Indigenous peoples, noting the still current position of Canada in disregard of international 
agreement on the rights of indigenous people. This book offers a six-step programme for decolonization 
which would allow for meaningful dialogue and forward movement on reconciliation. It is a programme 
that the author feels would not be “fiddling with programs and services or by hugs and tears,” but would 
make fundamental changes in Canadian society to the benefit of both Indigenous and nonindigenous 
Canadians 

 

Maracle, Lee – My Conversations with Canadians. Book*hug Press, 2020. ISBN: 978-1-77166-358-8 
(print), ISBN: 978-1-77166-359-5 (html), ISBN: 978-1-77166-360-1 (pdf), ISBN: 978-1-77166-361-8 
(Kindle) 

Based on her years as a speaker/ storyteller and on questions from her audiences, Maracle carries on 
imaginary conversations with non-Indigenous Canadians centered on issues surrounding the imperialism 
of the White majority, manifested in such ways as landgrabs and disregard of treaties, treatment of 
Indigenous people as possessions of the government with no rights, and cultural appropriation that 
disinherits the rightful Indigenous owners of myth and story.  

 

Me Tomorrow: Indigenous Views on the Future, Douglas & McIntyre, 2021. ISBN: 978-1-77162-294-3 
(print), ISBN: 978-1-77162-2950 (epub) 

A series of essays by various Indigenous writers on what they envision will be the future of their people 
in the next twenty to fifty years, based on hope and on present trends in activism and the rebirth of 
traditional values among Indigenous peoples, and on the increasing awareness by the majority culture of 
past wrongs and possible redress. 

 

Our Story: Aboriginal Voices on Canada’s Past, Anchor Canada, 2005. ISBN: 978-0-385-66076-1 

Episodes from Canada’s past, such as an encounter between the Dorset, Inuit and Norse peoples, as 
fictionalized by Indigenous writers and expressing an Indigenous perspective on those events. 

 



Palmater, Pamela – Indigenous Nationhood: Empowering Grassroots Citizens. Fernwood Publishing, 
2015. ISBN: 978-1-55266-795-8 (print), ISBN: 978-1-55266-796-5 (epub) 

A selection of blogs published in about 2015 on racism, particularly as evidenced by the Harper 
government and its legislation, social justice, missing and murdered Indigenous women, and politics. 
They are a “no holds barred” condemnation that still has validity seven years later. 

 

Palmater, Pamela – Warrior Life: Indigenous Resistance & Resurgence: Fernwood Publishing, 2020. ISBN: 
978-1-7736-3290-2 (print), ISBN: 978-1-7736-3291-9 (epub), 978-1-7736-3292-6 (Kindle), ISBN: 978-1-
7736-3433-3 (pdf) 

A series of angry blogs on broken political promises to Indigenous peoples by federal political parties, 
and the identification of Canada as a racist country in violation of international human rights 
agreements, committed through capitalist/colonialist exploitation to the elimination of Indigenous 
peoples. Reconciliation is rejected; active resistance and confrontation are seen as the only means to 
save Indigenous peoples, and indeed the entire world ecosystem, which is seen as presently in a state of 
collapse. 

 

Porter, Michelle – Approaching Fire. Breakwater Books, 2020. ISBN: 978-1-55081-853-6 (print), ISBN: 1-
55081-853-8 (Kindle) 

Porter explores what it means to be Métis in a series of letters with scattered poetry to her long dead 
great-grandfather, Léon Robert Goulet, well-known Métis fiddler from Manitoba, centered on family 
stories, the loss of land rights, and the metaphor of fire. 

 

Simpson, Leanne Betasamosake – As We Have Always Done: Indigenous Freedom Through Radical 
Resistance. University of Minnesota Press, 2017. ISBN: 978-1-5179-0386-2 (hardcover), ISBN: 978-1-
5179-0387-9 (paperback) 

Simpson rejects any compromise or dealing with White society because it is always based on White 
terms and extension of White policy. Instead, she advocates a turning inward by Indigenous people to 
their own cultural and spiritual traditions, grounded in the land, in order to self-define themselves, not 
by White standards but by native ones. She sees a positive future for global Indigenous peoples, 
somewhat hazily defined as resulting from a complementary interplay of Indigenous personality and 
land, creating a new world paradigm to replace White racism and capitalism. Somewhat long on 
repetitive rhetoric. 

 

Thistle, Jesse – From the Ashes: My Story of being Métis, Homeless, and Finding My Way. Simon & 
Schuster, 2019. ISBN: 978-1-9821-0121-3 (print), ISBN: 978-1-9821-0123-7 (ebook) 

A moving positive autobiography of loss of roots, broken relationships, drug abuse, petty crime, and 
homelessness, a life retrieved in the end by love, education, sheer grit and determination.  



 

Wente, Jesse – Unreconciled: Family Truth, and Indigenous Resistance. Allen Lane, 2021. ISBN: 978-0-
7352-3573-1(print), ISBN: 978-0-7352-3574-8 (epub) 

Unlike many other aboriginal biographies from victims of the much-discussed horrors of cultural 
genocide, exploitation, resource extraction, and personal abuse, this book comes from a well-known 
media personality, who, despite having a “silver spoon” upbringing, speaks from a place of outrage at 
the capitalist/colonialist system upon which he feels modern white racist Canada has been founded, and 
which needs to be dismantled by White society before there can be any “solution” to the present 
situation. No apologies, distancing or liberal platitudes are accepted. 

 

************************* 

 

Law and Justice issues, Government commissions and inquiries 

Digital Resources 

Digital resources are especially useful in this area as they tend to be used in specific one-time searches 
which need the most up-to-date versions of laws and are not items for which the typical small church 
library has need to hold in a print copy. 

 

Bill C-31 and C-3 

Passed in 1985 Bill C-31, a Bill to Amend the Indian Act, was intended by the federal government to 
change discriminatory provisions on the loss of Status on marriage by Indigenous women in order to 
bring governmental treatment of that population into line with provisions of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights. However Indigenous peoples rejected the bill on the basis that the federal government had no 
right to define who was Indian, Status or non-Status, or who could be a band member.  It was felt that 
the provisions would eventually eliminate Status Indians as a classification and thus eliminate the 
existence of bands and allow the federal government to sell off reserves and end any financial 
obligations to First Nation peoples.  

https://www.afn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/16-19-02-06-AHN-Fact-Sheet-Bill-C-31-Bill-C-3-final-
revised.pdf 

 

Canadian Indian Treaties 

An archived site that offers some selected treaties from the National Archives of Canada. 

Available at http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca?100/205/301/ic/cdc/treaties/code 

 

https://www.afn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/16-19-02-06-AHN-Fact-Sheet-Bill-C-31-Bill-C-3-final-revised.pdf
https://www.afn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/16-19-02-06-AHN-Fact-Sheet-Bill-C-31-Bill-C-3-final-revised.pdf
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/?100/205/301/ic/cdc/treaties/code


The Indian Act (originally passed in 1876) 

The Indian Act and its various amendments established the right of the Federal Government to control 
all aspects of life of Indigenous peoples, particularly directly of those living on reserves. Regulations are 
also found on this site, governing aspects of life such as elections, waste disposal and railway rights-of-
way. The text is found on the Justice Laws website of the Government of Canada. 

Available at http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/1-5/ 

 

National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation (housed at the University of Manitoba) 

This organization gives pdf format access to the documents of the Truth and Reconciliation committee, 
including the summary document from the final report, Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future.  
It also provides access to a number of reports on a variety of subjects such as the role of the RCMP in 
the Indigenous Residential School System. Print copies of these documents are not available from this 
site but rather from McGill-Queen’s University Press. 

Available at https://nctr.ca/records/reports 

 

Reclaiming Power and Place: The Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls 

Reflecting the witness of over 2380 persons, this report is downloadable in two volumes in PDF format. 
It is over 1000 pages long and delivers 231 Calls for Justice to address multigenerational and 
intergenerational trauma and marginalization, and displacement of women from their traditional roles, 
resulting from the extraordinary violence reported against women and neglect of appropriate actions of 
justice. The document defines as basic rights the Right to Culture, to Health, Security and Justice. 

Available at http://mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/ 

 

Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 

Established in 1991 in part to address concerns raised by the Oka siege and the failure of the Meech 
Lake Accord, the commission produced 440 recommendations regarding renewed relationships 
between Indigenous peoples and the Government of Canada, economic disparities, education concerns 
and a possible constitutional amendment to reflect new political realities. Most of the recommendations 
have not been implemented. 

Available at https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/rpyal-commission-aboriginal-
peoples/Pages/final -report.aspx 

 

 

 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/1-5/
https://nctr.ca/records/reports
http://mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/rpyal-commission-aboriginal-peoples/Pages/final%20-report.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/rpyal-commission-aboriginal-peoples/Pages/final%20-report.aspx


Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

Its site has some information on the commission and links to items such as an interview with the chair of 
the Commission, Senator Murray Sinclair. The text of the Commissions findings is located at the National 
Centre for Truth and Reconciliation, mentioned above. 

Available at https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/ 1450124405592/1529106060525 

 

Print resources 

 

Creating Indigenous Property: Power, Rights, and Relationships edited by Angela Cameron, Sari Graben 
and Val Napoleon. University of Toronto Press, 2020. ISBN: 978-4875-2382-4. 

An exploration of differences in cultural values and norms in regard to the private ownership of 
Indigenous land between mainstream liberal Western thought and Indigenous thought, and how these 
values of the two spheres produce differences in laws and their aims. There is a recognition that 
Indigenous law is not monolithic, and reflects certain tribal differences in regard to the private holding 
of land. 

This book, aimed at increasing mutual understanding in the privatisation of land debate, is meant in its 
detail for the makers of law and policy, not the general reading public. However, it is included in this list 
because of the current importance of land issues. 

 

Johnson, Harold – Peace and Good Order: The Case for Indigenous Justice in Canada. McClelland & 
Stewart, 2019. ISBN: 978-0-7710-4872-2 (print), ISBN: 978-0-7710-4873-9 (ebook) 

An account of the failure of White Canadian justice to address effectively the soaring rate of drunken 
crime and incarceration of Indigenous peoples, this is written by an Indigenous lawyer who was also a 
Crown prosecutor. He sees the solution to recidivism and community breakdown as a redemptive 
process of community-developed and -administered justice in accord with Indigenous philosophy. 

 

Johnson, Harold – Two Families: Treaties and Government. Purich Publishing (an imprint of UBC Press), 
2007. ISBN: 978-1-895830-29-3 

In creation of the treaties between the Indigenous peoples and the White government of Canada, 
Johnson suggests there were two differing world views, that of the Indigenous, being based on human 
equality in which the peoples chose to have a kin relationship of adoption and sharing, while 
maintaining separate ways of life, and that of the White government, being based on an assumption of 
racial and cultural superiority and capitalist exploitation of both nature and humanity. Coming from such 
different bases, there is no surprise that the subsequent history of the parties has been characterized by 
violation of treaties, and of the rights of one of the parties, degradation of the physical environment, 
and general degradation of the Indigenous people. Johnson urges Whites to have a revised respect for 
ways of life not their own. 



 

Joseph, Bob – 21 Things You May Not Know about The Indian Act: Helping Canadians Make 
Reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples a Reality. Indigenous Relations Press, 2018. ISBN: 978-0-
9952665-2-0 (print), ISBN: 978-0-9952665-9-9 (ebook) 

Part One of the book looks at various clauses in The Indian Act, their openly avowed purpose being the 
disappearance of the Indigenous peoples through forced assimilation and deprivation of human rights. 
Part Two deals with the necessary steps to abolish completely any present traces of the Act and to 
create a new relationship between Canadians (particularly the federal government) and self-governing, 
self-determining Indigenous Peoples. A “must read” to begin the process of facing historical truths in 
order to begin to rectify the legacy of huge injustices. 

 

Krasowski, Sheldon – No Surrender: The Land Remains Indigenous. University of Regina Press, 2019. 
ISBN: 978-0-88977-606-7 (hardcover), ISBN: 978-0-88977-596-1 (paperback), ISBN: 978-0-88977-597-8 
(pdf), ISBN: 978-0-88977-598-5 (html) 

Krasowski looks at Treaties 1-7, which covered the area from Ontario to the B.C. border, as one 
negotiated bundle, along with extensive material from oral accounts of negotiations, witness statements 
and newspaper reports. The conclusion he reaches is that the federal government in negotiations 
deliberately did not mention the clause by which Indigenous peoples gave up their lands to the 
government, that there was no discussion on such a matter, and that it was never the intention of those 
First Nations people who signed the treaties on behalf of their nations to cede territory. Because of the 
bad faith of the government, the lack of intent on the part of the First Nations, and the conditions of the 
reaching of agreement, such as the time allotted for perusal of the treaty terms, and the 
language/translation difficulties, Krasowski suggests that in truth the land still belongs to the First 
Nations and not, through the federal government, to present “owners.” 

 

McDiarmid, Jessica – Highway of Tears: A True Story of Racism, Indifference and the Pursuit of Justice 
for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. Anchor Canada, 2020. ISBN: 978-0-385-68759-1 

A moving account of disappearance of Indigenous females in northern B.C., a sparsely settled area with 
little public service in transportation and policing, and characterized by outside exploitation of primary 
resources, industries which brought in to the area local concentrations of unknown men. Despite 
community efforts to secure adequate police response to the disappearances, the indifferent, racist 
attitudes of the RCMP personnel meant that cases were not investigated in a timely or appropriate 
manner. McDiarmid makes this all the more poignant and tragic by her descriptions of the girls/women 
that shows them as individuals that mattered to their families and communities. 

 

Talaga, Tanya – Seven Fallen Feathers: Racism, Death and Hard Truths in a Northern City. House of 
Anansi Press, 2017. ISBN: 978-1-4870-0226-8 (print), ISBN: 978-1-4870-0227-5 (epub), ISBN: 978-1-4870-
0228-2 (Kindle)  



There are two main areas of concern in this book – education and systemic racism in the justice system. 
Recounting the suspicious deaths of seven Indigenous students attending an Indigenous-run high school 
in Thunder Bay, Talaga demonstrates the still pressing need to provide quality high school education 
nearer to Indigenous communities where there is emotional and other support for students. She attacks 
the unresponsiveness of the justice system (the Thunder Bay police and the coroner’s office) to the 
disappearance and deaths of the teens and to the concerns of the parents as examples of systemic 
racism that affects Indigenous people in their contacts with White society. 

 

************************ 

 

Organizations 

Listed here are organizations, the websites of which are sources of information relevant to historical and 
present issues. 

Digital resources 

 

The Assembly of First Nations 

This is a national advocacy organization created to advocate on behalf of First Nations in relations with 
various levels of government regarding legal matters, policy concerns, and land claims, with private 
sector organizations over matters such as resource development, and with the general public in matters 
of general consciousness-raising. Initiatives derive from resolutions passed by Chiefs Assemblies 
meetings held several times a year. 

Available at http://www.afn/Home 

 

Assembly of Seven Generations 

Founded in 2014, this is an Indigenous youth-led organization seeking to provide Indigenous youth with 
resources to improve their well-being and connection with their ethnic community through cultural 
support and empowerment programs led by traditional knowledge and Elder guidance. It is working 
with the federal government on realizing Clause 66 of the TRC recommendations. Some downloadable 
programs for use with youth. 

Available at http://www.a7g.ca 

 

Idle No More 

Begun in 2012, this is a grassroots women’s protest movement of First Nations, Inuit, Métis peoples and 
White supporters. They have made a number of political actions such as dances in public and rail line 

http://www.afn/Home
http://www.a7g.ca/


blockades as reactions to abuses of Indigenous rights and the endangering of the world’s ecosystems, 
which in turn affect the lives of Indigenous peoples. 

Available at http://www.idlenomore.ca 

 

Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami of Canada 

Founded in 1971, this is the national voice of the Inuit in Canada, aiming to protect and advance the 
rights and interests of the Inuit. They have, for example, negotiated land claims, engaged in legal action 
over rights violation, and have developed a program to improve education of Inuit children. 

Available at https://www.itk.ca 

 

Métis Nation of Ontario 

Formed in 1995 to grow awareness of the Métis nation as an early created aboriginal people with a 
distinct identity and culture and to advocate on a variety of issues of interest to Métis. This has more 
information on their aims, activities and life than appears on the Métis National Council website. 

Available at http://www.metisnation.org/home.aspx 

 

Native Women’s Association of Canada 

This was formed in 1974 from several women’s organizations in order to promote and defend Native 
culture and the protection and welfare of Indigenous women. They produce a yearly “scorecard” on 
their efforts towards concrete realization of the objectives of National Inquiry into Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women. 

Available at http://www.nwac.ca 
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