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In This Issue 
This issue of Liturgy Notes covers the readings and song suggestions for the remainder of July and 
August. We also have a note on celebrating Sunday liturgy in the “down time” of summer. 

 

Liturgy During Cottage Season 
 

In most parishes, many of the aspects of parish life slow down in the summer, or even take a break. 
Following the rhythm of the school year, family vacations, and time at the cottage, parish activities 
enter into a relaxing lull. (Of course, for parishes in cottage country, things may be picking up!) Many, 
many people get at least some time for relaxation and refreshment, preparing to ramp up again with 
renewed vigour after Labour Day. 

The liturgy, however, just keeps on going. The liturgical calendar knows nothing about this yearly 
rhythm, and the Sundays of Ordinary Time continue along as they always do. Sunday is always 
Sunday, regardless of the time of year. Even in this “ordinary” season, it’s a celebration of the “day of 
the Lord”: entering into the death and resurrection of Christ, coming together as the baptismal 
priesthood, and experiencing a foretaste of the kingdom of God. None of this is diminished when 
we’re otherwise experiencing some “down time.” Practically speaking, especially for some liturgical 
ministries, this is a bit of a conundrum. The challenge is to figure out how to honour everyone’s 
changing calendars during this time, allow some personal renewal, and still make sure our Sunday 
liturgies are celebrated appropriately fully. 

For some ministries it is straightforward to keep on going, and scheduling works the way it always 
does: there can always be at least one lector for the readings; there can usually be found enough 
ministers of communion to serve the needs of the number of people in the assembly. Homilies should 
never be skipped on Sundays, and can get the same care as usual, even if a lack of air conditioning 
might call for them to be mercifully just a little shorter on occasion. 

Sometimes the biggest change is for musicians, especially choirs. It’s often the established practice 
that choirs simply take the summer o . Rehearsals are put on hold. Yet, especially with smaller 
groups, it’s worth asking singers if they can keep on going. A “skeleton crew” of singers can sustain 
their ministry among the assembly, even without weekly rehearsals, making use of music that’s 
familiar to all. And there’s no need to pare back the music, reciting what would normally be sung; even 
a single cantor can lead the assembly in just as many “parts of the mass” as always. The music might 
be a lot simpler, with fewer people and only familiar music, but even then the sung liturgy is still fully 
functioning. 
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July 24, 2022 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time, C 

Breaking Open the Word 

First Reading: Genesis 18:20–32 
After showing abundant hospitality to the 
three mysterious visitors, Abraham’s first 
activity following the Lord’s promise that 
Sarah will bear a son (Gen 18:10) is to intercede 
on behalf of the righteous inhabitants of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. The focus of this 
passage is on Abraham’s generosity, not on the 
activities of the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. All that is known at this point is 
that some have committed “grave sin” (18:20). 
In fact, the emphasis is on the mutual trust 
between Abraham and the Lord: the Lord 
decides not to “hide” from Abraham what he is 
about to do, and Abraham is emboldened 
enough to question the Lord. Abraham’s 
willingness to intercede on behalf of the people 
of Sodom and Gomorrah rea rms that he is 
more than just a patriarch for his own family, 
but that he is a caregiver for and concerned 
about strangers in his midst.  

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 138 
Psalm 138 is a psalm of confidence and praise. 
The psalmist extolls God’s steadfast love and 
attentiveness. 

Second Reading: Colossians 2:12–14 
Paul was a man of utter conviction, who strove 
consistently to live a life of righteousness. 
Prior to his encounter with the risen Christ, 
Paul understood the stipulations of the Torah 
as o ering the path to righteousness. After his 
encounter with Jesus, who had been raised 
from the dead, Paul’s understanding of the role 
of the Torah changed. For Paul, if a person had 
been raised from the dead, it meant that they 
were fully righteous; thus, believing in that 
person’s righteousness and in God’s 
resurrection could be su cient for others to 
share in that righteousness. This was a radical 
shift for Paul, not only as a Jew, but also in his 
Greco-Roman context. Both Jews and Gentiles 
of the ancient world regularly o ered sacrifices 

and o erings to the deities of their respective 
traditions—it would be highly irregular to 
discontinue these ritual practices. 
Nevertheless, in his letters, Paul asserts that 
belief in Jesus Christ and in the power of God 
who raised him from the dead is su cient to 
be in “right relationship” with God.  

In the passage from Colossians read today, 
Paul likens baptism to burial. In baptism, a 
person shares in Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
This transition to new life o ers freedom from 
previous ritual obligations and the “balance 
sheet” approach to gauging one’s relationship 
with God.  

Gospel: Luke 11:1–13 
This passage contains Luke’s shorter version of 
the Lord’s Prayer (for the longer version, see 
Matt 6:9–13). The prayer first expresses God’s 
holiness and an invocation for the reign of God 
to begin. It ends with the petition for 
forgiveness of sins and to avoid a time of trial 
(or temptation). At the centre of the prayer is a 
petition for “daily bread,” thus the prayer 
moves from theological concepts, to human 
nourishment, back to the metaphysical realm 
(with the request to forgive sins).  

Unasked, Jesus elaborates on the prayer with a 
parable, describing a man who asks for bread 
from his friend in order to show hospitality to a 
guest. The friend, who has already gone to bed 
and locked the door, is reluctant to assist the 
petitioner, but eventually, because of the 
persistence of the person at the door, he will 
get up to help his neighbour show hospitality. 
It is notable that the person requesting bread is 
not doing so for his or her own nourishment, 
but rather to be able to provide for another 
person. Nor does he o er anything in exchange 
for the bread – the friend eventually answers 
the door only in order to regain a quiet night’s 
sleep.  

With this parable Jesus uses a “light to heavy” 
argument, which was a common rhetorical 
technique in the ancient world. It functions by 
proposing one situation and then asserting 
how much more another situation would do the 
same. Thus, if the friend eventually responds 
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to the petitioner, and provides him or her with 
bread in exchange for silence, how much more 
will God then respond to the petitions of 
humans, who can o er God only their faith? 

Reflection 
The readings today invite us to consider our 
habits of prayer and our motivations for 
praying. Do we pray only in order to “get 
something out of it”? Do we approach prayer 
like the person at night, who comes banging 
and will not relent until he or she receives what 
is wanted? Or are our prayers rooted in a 
continuous conversation with God, that flows 
from acknowledging God’s holiness, to asking 
for daily needs, to seeking to ameliorate our 
relationship with God through forgiveness and 
avoidance of temptation? 

Reflecting the Word in Song 

All Creatures of Our God and King  
(LASST UNS ERFREUEN) 

CBW 543 / SS 203 

All the Ends of the Earth (B. Du ord) 
G 378 / GP 7 

Be Not Afraid (B. Du ord) 
CBW 481 / G 430 / GP 24 / SS 271 

God Our Author and Creator (BEACH SPRING) 
CIS 6.32 

Lord of All Hopefulness (SLANE) 
CBW 497 

Lord, You Search Me and You Know Me 
(NETTLETON) 

CBW 474 

O Lord, Hear My Prayer (J. Berthier/Taizé) 
CBW 491 / G 410 

On Eagle’s Wings (J.M. Joncas) 
G 433 / GP 151 

Save Us, O Lord (B. Du ord) 
GP 186 

Seek the Lord (R. O’Connor) 
GP 187 

Shelter Me, O God (B. Hurd) 
CBW 372 / G 449 

You Are Near (D. Schutte) 
CBW 487/ G 428 / GP 242  

July 31, 2022 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time, C 

Breaking Open the Word 

First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21–23 
The word “vanity” in Ecclesiastes is used to 
translate the Hebrew word hebel. This is, in 
fact, the same word as the name “Abel.” It 
means, variously: absurdity, futility, 
uselessness, or vapour. Thus, it has the sense 
of something totally fleeting and insubstantial, 
something that is impermanent and lacking in 
real value. Qohelet, the name of the teacher in 
Ecclesiastes, reflects on the paradox of life, 
wherein one toils and strains throughout life, 
but in the end must leave everything behind in 
death. The excerpt for today is a bit bleak, but 
as a whole the book of Ecclesiastes asserts that 
it is important to recognize God’s holiness and 
to continue to worship God, even when we 
cannot discern the outcome of our devotion. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 90 
Psalm 90 is a pensive psalm that reflects on the 
fleetingness of human life in the face of God’s 
majesty and eternality. It stands in corrective 
contrast to Psalm 8 (Trinity Sunday), which 
was quite confident about humanity’s role in 
creation. Psalm 90 is more cautious and more 
humble. 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1–5, 9–11 
Paul’s advice for the Colossians is consistent 
with his message to other communities, like 
the Corinthians. Once more he asserts that 
baptism into Christ is not meant to be an 
initiation into an association that has a 
hierarchical ranking of members. Followers of 
Christ should not become preoccupied with 
earthly systems of recognition and honour, nor 
this-worldly means of satisfying desires. 
Instead, Paul urges the community to “set your 
minds on things that are above” as the way to 
find meaning and purpose in life. Being a 
Christian is not a competition, but should 
entail a life of service to one another. 
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Gospel: Luke 12:13–21 
In this passage, Jesus responds to a person who 
asks him to intervene in an inheritance claim. 
The crowd must have chuckled at the man’s 
request, which was likely voiced “half in jest, 
whole in earnest.” According to ancient Jewish 
custom, the primary inheritance (Heb. 
nahalah) was a land patrimony that was 
inherited by the eldest male of the household, 
following the death of the patriarch. Thus, if 
this man’s brother had received the “family 
inheritance,” there would have been very little 
Jesus could do to overturn a centuries-old 
system of maintaining family land-holdings. 
Nevertheless, we can appreciate that the man’s 
request may have had a measure of desperation 
in it. If he were the second son, he would have 
received 1/3 of the property of his father, and 
from this would have had to produce enough 
agricultural yield to support his own family 
and pay taxes. His older brother would have 
received 2/3, but he would be expected to 
support his extended family as well.  

Instead of wading into murky family politics, 
Jesus o ers a parable that illustrates the 
superiority of storing up treasures in heaven 
rather than on earth. Echoing the message of 
Ecclesiastes, Jesus points out the futility of 
amassing huge amounts of grain and goods 
that become useless when they are enclosed in 
barns or when the person dies and can no 
longer use them. The parable cuts two ways: 
first, hoarding of resources that could be 
shared provides no benefit for the hoarder, nor 
for others in need. Second, attachment to 
material goods does not ameliorate a person’s 
relationship with God. The implied message is 
that distribution of resources not only helps 
more people, it enriches one’s soul. 

Reflection 
In our diocese we are at the height of summer, 
right when crops are hopefully on their way to 
abundance. Do these readings imply that care 
should not be taken with their harvesting and 
storage? No, in our Canadian climate, these 
things are important. However, today’s 
readings do invite us to consider how we might 
more equitably share our resources or ensure 

that others have enough not only to live, but 
also to find beauty and joy. The readings ask us 
to consider the working conditions of 
labourers, especially migrant workers, and the 
health of the land itself.  

Reflecting the Word in Song 

All Who Hunger (B. Moore) 
G 589 

Blest Are the Pure in Heart (FRANCONIA) 
CBW 471 

Christ, Be Our Light (B. Farrell) 
CIS 6.31 

Come Down, O Love Divine (DOWN AMPNEY) 
CBW 407 

Come to the Water (J. Foley) 
G 340 / GP 52 / SS 281 

Eye Has Not Seen (M. Haugen) 
CBW 482/ G 450 

Prayer of St. Francis (S. Temple) 
G 524 / SS 339  

Rain Down (J. Cortez) 
SS 228 

Table of the World (NETTLETON) 
CIS 6.30 

Though the Mountains May Fall (D. Schutte) 
G 426 / GP 214 

Vine and Branches (T. Thomson) 
SS 26 

You Are All We Have (F.P. O’Brien) 
G 346  

August 7, 2022 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time, C 

Breaking Open the Word 

First Reading: Wisdom 18:6–9 
The Book of Wisdom (also known as the 
Wisdom of Solomon) stems from the Roman 
occupation of North Africa between 30 BC and 
40 AD. The Book of Wisdom is Jewish in origin, 
but because it was preserved in Greek in the 
Septuagint translation of the Old Testament, it 
eventually became used mostly by Christians 
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for whom it was authoritative. Eventually, 
following the Protestant Reformation, 
Protestant and Anglican denominations regard 
it as “deuterocanonical” (second canon), while 
for Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox 
churches it is fully canonical. The implied 
author of the book is King Solomon, who is 
often associated with wisdom (see 1 Kings 3).  

The passage we read today demonstrates a 
common feature of wisdom literature in 
general: a description of the “two ways.” 
Wisdom literature frequently depicts the way 
of wisdom as exemplifying prudence, trust, 
righteousness, insight, and fear (reverence) of 
the Lord. The way of the unrighteous is 
characterized by deceit, ignorance, disrespect, 
wickedness, and lack of belief. Today’s excerpt 
recalls the events of the Exodus and how the 
righteous were the ones who trusted in the 
promise of deliverance, “so that they might 
rejoice in sure knowledge of the oaths in which 
they trusted.” In contrast, the “enemies” were 
those who heard the same promise of 
deliverance but did not believe. Wisdom and 
righteousness, therefore, rest on the ability to 
discern and trust in God’s works even before 
they are fully manifest. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 33 
Psalm 33 expresses the reciprocal confidence in 
God’s steadfast love for the people, and in the 
peoples’ trusting relationship with God.  

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1–2, 8–19 
The Letter to the Hebrews is better understood 
as a treatise rather than an epistle. It is most 
well-known for its theology of Christ as High 
Priest according to the Order of Melchizedek. 
The book also reflects on the nature of 
Christian life and the ideal characteristics of 
believers. As such it is hortatory material, 
intended to bolster the spirits of a small 
Christian community facing persecution.  

The excerpt today participates in this Sunday’s 
theme of the importance of faith. The famous 
line “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen,” should not 
be taken as an indication that faith is an anti-
intellectual declaration of belief, but rather 

that the wise and discerning believer perceives 
God’s work in the world and assents to belief in 
an invisible God. The author recalls Abraham, 
Sarah, and Isaac as examples of forebears in 
faith, since they were individuals who trusted 
in God even when the immediate outcome was 
unclear. An important aspect of faith and 
wisdom is, therefore, time and patience. The 
promises made in one lifetime might only be 
fulfilled generations later.  

Gospel: Luke 12:32–48 
As Jesus continues his journey to Jerusalem, he 
o ers insights into coming of the Kingdom of 
God in a series of parables. Today’s passage 
focusses on the need for readiness for the 
Kingdom, both in terms of anticipating the fact 
of its arrival and also preparing appropriately 
for it. Jesus uses a variety of images to convey 
the importance of preparedness. Those who are 
ready are like household servants waiting for 
their master to return from a wedding banquet, 
so that they may open the door as soon as he 
knocks. Those who are ready are like those who 
take precautions against a thief in the night 
who comes unexpectedly. Finally, those who 
are ready are like the prudent manager of a 
household who keeps the house running 
smoothly even in the master’s absence, and 
who therefore can demonstrate e ciency and 
readiness when the master returns.  

The images in the parables draw on cultural 
elements of Jesus’ day that might seem 
unfamiliar to us. Most of us do not have 
experience with houses requiring servants, or 
absent masters who might show up 
unexpectedly (although many work places do 
have surprise visits from supervisors!). In fact, 
even for Jesus’ hearers, the wealth and the size 
of these households may have been outside of 
their immediate experience. It helps to image 
the master-worker relationships the way we 
might envision a large, successful farm 
operation. The farmer cannot complete every 
task him- or herself, but he or she relies on the 
cooperation and e ciency of the employees. 
The most treasured are those employees who 
not only complete their tasks well, but who 
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also prepare ahead of time, anticipate needs, 
and assist others. 

Reflection 
The readings today centre around themes of 
wisdom, discernment, and preparedness. They 
invite believers to participate richly in tradition 
that enables both recollection of God’s past 
actions and confidence in the works of God to 
come. So much relies on having received the 
testimony of the experiences of our forebears 
in faith. Young people are encouraged to 
connect with people in older generations to 
hear how God has acted in their lives. Older 
believers are encouraged to reflect on what it 
means to prepare and make ready for the 
Kingdom of God. 

Reflecting the Word in Song 

All People That On Earth Do Dwell  
(OLD HUNDREDTH) 

CBW 578 

All the Ends of the Earth (B. Du ord) 
G 378 / GP 7 

Awake, O Sleeper (M. Haugen) 
G 577 

Come to Us (G. Walton) 
SS 144 

Crown Him With Many Crowns (DIADEMATA) 
CBW 437 

Find Us Ready (T. Booth) 
SS 209 

In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful (J. Berthier) 
G 396 

O God Our Help in Ages Past (ST. ANNE) 
CBW 644 

Ready the Way (C. Stephan) 
SS 142 

Return, Redeemer God (NUN DANKET) 
CIS 6.14 

There is a Longing (A. Quigley) 
CIS 6.15 / SS 366 

Wait for the Lord (J. Berthier) 
CBW 319 / G 256 

August 14, 2022 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time, C 

Breaking Open the Word 

First Reading: Jeremiah 38:4–6, 8–10 
Jeremiah was a prophet in Jerusalem during 
the tumultuous years leading up to the 
Babylonian conquest of Judah. He was reviled 
because of his discouraging prophecies, 
because he told the people of Judah that the 
Babylonian conquest and exile was inevitable. 
He warned the king and people not to collude 
with foreign powers but rather to trust in God, 
but his advice went unheeded. As a result, 
Judah became a vassal state to Babylon, and the 
Babylonians installed a puppet-king, King 
Zedekiah, whom they hoped to control. After 
the first wave of exiles was sent to Babylon in 
597 BC, Jeremiah was unrelenting with his 
message, telling the people to settle in for the 
long-haul, as the Babylonian occupation was 
nowhere near over.  

Jeremiah’s message was not appreciated, and 
in today’s reading we hear how the o cials 
want to eliminate Jeremiah “because he is 
discouraging the soldiers who are left in this 
city, and all the people, by speaking such words 
to them” (Jer 38:4). King Zedekiah 
acknowledges his own lack of authority by 
handing Jeremiah over to the men who seek his 
life (Jer 38:5), and Jeremiah is lowered into a 
muddy cistern and begins to sink into the 
muck, slowly buried alive.  

An unlikely person intervenes for Jeremiah, 
Ebed-Melech, a eunuch in the King’s 
household. Ironically, Ebed-Melech—whose 
name means “Servant-King”—is the least 
powerful person in the kingdom: he is a 
servant, a eunuch, and a foreigner. Yet it is 
Ebed-Melech who intercedes for Jeremiah and 
convinces King Zedekiah to draw him up again.  

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 40 
Psalm 40 expresses confidence in God’s 
steadfast love. The psalmist recounts God’s 
salvific intercession with praise and 
thanksgiving.  
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Second Reading: Hebrews 12:1–4 
This section from Hebrews aims to encourage 
the spirits of the small community to whom it 
is addressed. The author refers to Jesus as the 
“pioneer and perfector of our faith,” and the 
Greek words here have the sense of “founder” 
and “completeness” of our faith. That is, not 
only is Jesus firstborn from the dead, he is also 
a trailblazer for a new way of being in 
relationship with God. This relationship is 
characterized by single-minded, internal 
devotion, unmediated by external sacrificial 
o erings. 

Gospel: Luke 12:49–53 
Jesus speaks with fervour regarding his 
announcement of the Kingdom of God. He 
acknowledges that his commitment to 
announcing the reign of God will cause division 
among family members. It is a stark contrast to 
the announcement of the angels at the 
beginning of Luke’s Gospel, who proclaim 
Jesus’ birth with an announcement of peace 
(Luke 2:14). Why would Jesus say that he has 
come to bring division (Luke 12:51)?  

Jesus’ declaration that he came to bring fire to 
the earth evokes eschatological imagery of the 
Day of the Lord and judgment. The structured 
list of family members who will be pitted 
against each other recalls the prophet Micah’s 
similar description of familial turmoil (Mic 
7:6). However, according to Micah, the next 
stage of the coming Day of the Lord is of the 
ingathering of Israel and its restoration. If 
Jesus’ words deliberately evoke Micah’s 
prophecy, he might be alluding to the total 
social shake-up that will result when some 
people perceive that the Day of the Lord is at 
hand. 

Reflection 
Jeremiah and Jesus both proclaimed 
“uncomfortable truths” to their listeners. In 
order to remain committed to proclaiming 
God’s works with their whole lives, both 
Prophet and Son knew they would disrupt the 
complacency of their listeners. How do we 
respond when our comfort is disrupted when 
we hear new truths? Are we defensive? Angry? 

Repentant? Willing to change? Today’s 
readings invite us to consider the prophets in 
our midst today – who are they? What are they 
trying to tell us? How do their messages cohere 
with Jesus’? 

Reflecting the Word in Song 

All You Who Seek a Comfort Sure (KINGSFOLD) 
CBW 425 

As a Fire is Meant for Burning (BEACH SPRING) 
G 471 

Blest Be the Lord (D. Schutte) 
G 437 / GP 31 

Canticle of the Turning (R. Cooney) 
G 376 

A Living Faith (ST. CATHERINE) 
CBW 447 

Lord, You Give the Great Commission  
(ABBOT’S LEIGH) 

CBW 691 

O God of Past and Present (THAXTED) 
CIS 6.29 

Only This I Want (D. Schutte) 
CBW 516 / G 499 / GP 155 

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
(HYFRYDOL) 

CBW 582 

Praise to You, O Christ, Our Savior (B. Farrrell) 
CBW 442 / G 360 

Shelter Me, O God (B. Hurd) 
CBW 372 / G 449 

The Summons (J. Bell) 
CIS 6.39 / SS 230 

Take Up Our Cross (S. Hart & M. Byrd) 
SS 354   
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August 21, 2022 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, C 

Breaking Open the Word 

First Reading: Isaiah 66:18–21 
This passage comes from the last chapter of 
the Book of Isaiah, and it is thought to date 
from the restoration period following the 
Babylonian Exile (~520 BC). The prophet 
envisions a restored Jerusalem as the hub for 
the ingathering of the nations. The recognition 
of Jerusalem as the central site of the worship 
of the one God, Yahweh, became an 
eschatological sign that the Day of the Lord 
had arrived. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 117 
Psalm 117 has the distinction of being the 
shortest psalm in the psalter, comprising only 
2 verses! These verses are a robust, 
straightforward, exhortation to praise God 
with all of one’s might.  

Second Reading: Hebrews 12:5–7, 11–13 
The author of Hebrews continues to encourage 
his audience to maintain their faith in Jesus 
and his resurrection from the dead. As early 
believers in Jesus found themselves more and 
more at odds with their communities of origin 
(be they Jewish or Gentile), many early 
followers returned to their previous lives. The 
author of Hebrews suggests that Jesus’ valiant 
su ering provides a way for believers to make 
sense of their own persecution; just as Jesus 
underwent trials for the sake of remaining true 
to his commitment to God, so should believers 
anticipate that some days will be di cult, but 
that God will strengthen them on the journey.  

Gospel: Luke 13:22–30 
Today’s gospel reading continues Jesus’ 
eschatological teachings as he journeys to 
Jerusalem. In this passage Jesus responds to a 
person who asks, “Lord, will only a few be 
saved?” Jesus uses the image of a gate and a 
house owner who eventually gets up to shut the 
door. Those who are “in” the household at that 
point are safe. Jesus’ hearer is probably 
surprised when Jesus declares that people will 

come from the four directions and “will eat in 
the kingdom of God” (13:29). Shouldn’t the 
heavenly banquet be open only to the chosen 
people? Jesus’ teaching reveals one implication 
of the ingathering of the nations that was 
anticipated as the herald of the coming of 
God’s Kingdom. In responding to the summons 
of God, some people from other places would 
also be considered worthy to enter the 
kingdom. This suggests that those who 
consider themselves to be part of the “in 
group” should take care not to presume that 
their social status is su cient: entrance into 
the kingdom requires a change of heart and 
introspection. 

Reflection  
The Day of the Lord was envisioned in many 
di erent ways in the first century. Some 
groups anticipated a cataclysmic battle that 
would restore Israel to earthly glory. Other 
groups hoped for a completely new creation, 
where old systems would be replaced by 
perfected new ones. All groups, however, held 
to some kind of notion that the inbreaking of 
the reign of God would mean that the whole 
world would come to know and recognize the 
Lord, the God of Israel. Several prophets and 
Jesus recognized that even those on the 
“inside” also had to see God with new eyes, 
and that non-Jews might perceive things more 
clearly! As modern Catholics, we are invited to 
“hear” God throughout our day to day lives, 
including during interactions with non-
Catholics and non-Christians. Have we ever 
had such an encounter, one that revealed God 
to us in a new way?  

Reflecting the Word in Song 

All People That On Earth Do Dwell  
(OLD HUNDREDTH) 

CBW 578 

Anthem (T. Conry) 
G 494 / GP 13 

Bring Forth the Kingdom (M. Haugen) 
G 468 

For the Healing of the Nations (WESTMINSTER 
ABBEY) 

CBW 503 
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Gather Your People (B. Hurd) 
CIS 6.12 

Go Make a Di erence (S. Angrisano) 
SS 213 

Go to the World (ENGELBERG) 
CBW 508 

In Christ There Is No East or West  
(MCKEE or LAND OF REST) 

CBW 529 

Lead Me, Lord (J. Becker) 
SS 221 

My Soul Gives Glory to the Lord (M. Joncas) 
CBW 678 / G 14 

Open My Eyes (J. Manibusan) 
SS 337 

The Servant Song (R. Gillard) 
G 476 

We Are the Light of the World (J. Greif) 
G 353 / SS 237   

August 28, 2022 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, C 

Breaking Open the Word 

First Reading: Sirach 3:17–20, 28–29 
Sirach (or the Book of Ben Sirach, or 
Ecclesiasticus) is a work dating to 
approximately 180 BC. It was originally written 
in Hebrew by Jeshua son of Eleazar son of 
Sirach (Sir 50:27) and later translated into 
Greek by his grandson. Sirach is considered to 
be part of the Wisdom corpus of biblical texts, 
due to its frequent musings about wisdom and 
the upright life.  

In the passage today Sirach counsels his reader 
to strive for humility. As a person becomes 
more influential in society, he or she should 
take care to humble him- or herself all the 
more. Sirach’s advice is not meant to cultivate 
false modesty, but is intended to remind his 
audience that true glory belongs only to God.  

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 68 
Psalm 68 is an exuberant song of praise for 
God’s victories and God’s care for the 
marginalized. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 12:18–19, 22–
24a 
The author of Hebrews continues his 
encouragement of the small community of 
believers. In verses 18-19 the author recalls 
imagery associated with Mount Sinai in Exodus 
19. There, Moses approached the mountain 
which was wreathed in smoke and a noise like 
the sound of trumpets filled the air. The 
Israelites, terrified, asked Moses to go forth for 
them for they were afraid. These images also 
evoke the atmosphere of the Temple, which 
would have been filled with the smoke of 
sacrifices, and the music of drums, cymbals, 
and trumpets.  

The author contrasts this earthly image of 
worship with a glimpse of the divine throne in 
heaven. Believers in Jesus participate in an 
angelic liturgy, and as such enjoy a proximate 
relationship with the “assembly of the 
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,” with the 
angels, with the spirits of righteousness, and 
above all, with Jesus. 

Gospel: Luke 14:1 7–14 
Jesus illustrates the paradoxical rewards of 
humility with a parable of a wedding banquet. 
It is important to note that the wedding 
banquet was frequently used as an 
eschatological image for the joyful culmination 
of the Day of the Lord. Of course, it was also a 
social event that Jesus’ hearers would have 
been familiar with in some capacity. Just as in 
today’s wedding dinners, seating was very 
important at an ancient wedding banquet. In 
Jesus’ day, guests would have been seated 
relative to their social influence and 
importance. Thus, the head of the synagogue 
would be honoured by having a place near the 
head of the table. If, for example, a person of 
lower status were to be seated near the head of 
the synagogue, it would signal that this person 
of lower rank was being recognized as moving 
up in rank. Conversely, if an ostensibly 
important person were placed in a lowlier 
position, it would signal some kind of 
demotion. 
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Jesus uses the parable to instruct his hearers to 
humility and to always seek out the lower 
place. The host of the banquet would then be in 
a position to evaluate if the seating was correct 
and to invite certain people to move up. 
Understood metaphorically, this is an act of 
judgement on the part of God—the host—
determining where people should be placed.  

Jesus adds another example, this time 
referencing many forms of disability in the 
ancient world. In Jesus’ day, “the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind” were not 
only impoverished materially and physically, 
but they were also frequently considered to 
embody some kind of negative judgment on 
earth for their own misdeeds or for the sins of 
their forebears. Sadly, the “poor, the blind, and 
the lame” was a sort of short-hand way to 
indicate a lack of holiness, a lack of 
righteousness, and the absence of God’s 
favour. Since they were associated with some 
kind of moral failing, the poor and disabled 
would have been among society’s most 
marginalized and even feared. In his second 
parable, Jesus envisions his hearers not as 
guests but as hosts, and counsels them to 
invite the least honourable members of society. 
Jesus explains that inviting influential people 
would suggest that the host is simply seeking 
his or her own invitation in return, in which 
case the “gift” of the banquet is self-seeking. 
By inviting those who are unable to return the 
gesture, the host expresses true selflessness, 
and in this way imitates God. 

Reflection 
These readings reflect on the virtue of humility 
and encourage a great deal of introspection 
regarding the motivations for our actions. With 
the ubiquitous presence of social media in our 
modern lives, we are just as susceptible to the 
pull of social recognition as were our ancient 
forebears. The social media culture of “likes” 
and “hearts” encourages people to seek social 
recognition and approval. This week, one 
faith-in-action type of activity could be to do 
something generous and not tell anyone about 
it at all. Let it remain between us and God. Can 
we do it?  

Reflecting the Word in Song 

As We Gather at Your Table (NETTLETON) 
CBW 583 

Blest are the Pure in Heart (FRANCONIA) 
CBW 471 

Bread for the World (B. Farrell) 
CIS 6.1 / G 596 / SS 240 

Christians, Let Us Love One Another (PICARDY) 
CBW 595 

Here I Am, Lord (D. Schutte) 
CBW 520 / SS 250 

Lord Jesus, We Must Know You  
(ST. THEODULPH) 

CBW 517 

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  
(IN BABILONE or BEACH SPRING) 

CBW 444 

Lord, You Give the Great Commission (ABBOT’S 
LEIGH) 

CBW 691 

Make Your Home in Me (B. Walther) 
SS 324 

Table of the World (NETTLETON) 
CIS 6.30 

We Come to Your Feast (J.M. Joncas) 
G 617 

We Will Follow (D. Brennan et al) 
SS 239 
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September 4, 2022 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, C 

Breaking Open the Word 

First Reading: Wisdom 9:13–18 
In this passage from the Wisdom of Solomon, 
the author muses on the nature of human 
reasoning versus God’s wisdom. The disparity 
between the two, he concludes, is vast, in part 
because of humanity’s frailty and mortality. 
However, the author notes that God shares 
divine wisdom through the holy spirit (9:17), 
and the discerning mind that perceives God’s 
wisdom can find the path to righteousness.  

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 90 
Psalm 90 is a profound reflection on God’s 
infinite knowledge and eternal nature. The 
psalmist implores God to have compassion, 
and promises to praise God “all our days” (Ps 
90:14). 

Second Reading: Philemon 9b–10, 12–17 
Paul’s letter to Philemon may be the shortest 
of his letters, but it is brimming with 
personality and theological insights. The entire 
letter is only twenty-five verses long, and it 
may have been sent as part of a package of 
materials along with the Letter to the 
Colossians and the Letter to the Ephesians. 
Philemon takes the form of a letter of 
recommendation, a type of cover letter that 
would accompany a person and serve as their 
introduction to a third party. In this case, 
Onesimus (the escaped servant), is not 
unknown to Philemon, but, as Paul explains, 
Onesimus has now gained a new identity in 
Christ and should be received as a new person. 
In fact, Onesimus’ new life in Christ now 
means that he is like a brother to both Paul and 
Philemon, which would have been an 
unprecedented change in social status in the 
ancient world.  

Gospel: Luke 14:25–33 
As he travels to Jerusalem, a large crowd 
gathers around Jesus. His words to them seem 
rather stern, but he is trying to convey how 
much is at stake and that following him to 

Jerusalem is not intended for those who simply 
want to participate in a spectacle. There is a 
much more serious matter at hand. Jesus o ers 
three sayings regarding discipleship. First, a 
disciple must “hate” his or her family and even 
life itself in order to follow Jesus. This is a 
hyperbolic statement that is intended to 
convey the willingness of a disciple to give up 
every relationship and every measure of social 
security to be with Jesus. A heavy condition! 

The second saying encourages followers to 
consider their readiness for the journey ahead. 
It cannot be undertaken on a lark, but like a 
king who wishes to build a tower, must be the 
fruit of extensive preparation, a good 
foundation, and enough resources to finish it.  

The third saying also uses the figure of a king, 
this time one who is preparing for war. Again, 
it is a question of resources. If the king cannot 
successfully oppose his foe, a good leader will 
ask for terms of peace. The king must know the 
limits of his abilities.  

Since Jesus uses these sayings to express the 
conditions of discipleship, we can surmise that 
they also characterize the nature of his own 
commitment. He left his family and social 
network and he prepared through periods of 
prayer and retreat. 

Reflection 
Labour Day weekend always feels like the 
beginning of a new year. School resumes, 
church programs recommence, and businesses 
return to their usual level of activity. It is the 
perfect time to reflect on the nature of 
discipleship and to consider where we are on 
the journey to Jerusalem with Jesus. Do we 
need to rest and recharge? Do we need a 
stronger foundation? How can parishes reach 
out to congregants to meet these needs? 

Reflecting the Word in Song 

Anthem (T. Conry) 
G 494 / GP 13 

Be Not Afraid (B. Du ord) 
CBW 481 / G 430 / GP 24 / SS 271 
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Glory in the Cross (D. Schutte) 
CIS 6.16 

I Will Choose Christ (T. Booth) 
SS 220 

Lift High the Cross (CRUCIFER) 
CBW 435 

The Love of the Lord (J.M. Joncas) 
G 504 

O God Beyond All Praising (THAXTED) 
CBW 561  

Take Up Our Cross (S. Hart & M. Byrd) 
SS 354 

Take Up Your Cross (ERHALT UNS, HERR) 
CBW 353 

Unless a Grain of Wheat Shall Fall (B. Farrell) 
G 509 

We Will Serve the Lord (R. Cooney) 
G 473 

You Are the Way (NICOLAUS)  
CBW 441

 

Credits: 
Scripture commentary and reflections by Andrea Di Giovanni. Music suggestions by Janet Loo. Editing 
and other material by Rev. Michael Béchard and Christian McConnell. Copyright ©2022, Liturgy 
O ce, Diocese of London. All rights reserved. 


